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FINANCING  AVAILABLE. 


Dr.  Ostad  has  presented  his  techniques  to  the 
American  Society  of  Plastic  Surgeons. 


Contouring  of  the  Face,  Nose,  and  Forehead  • Chest  Surgery 
Tracheal  Shaving  • Calf,  Buttock,  and  Pectoral  Implants 
Neck,  and  Eyelifts  • Laser  Hair  Removal  • Liposuction 


DAVID  OSTAD,  M.D. 

Park  Avenue  Plastic  Surgery 
1 045  Park  Avenue 
New  York,  NY  10028 
(212)  244-2020,  (800)  494-8648 
e-mail:  MySurgeon@aol.com 

WWW.SEX-CHANGE.COM 

Specializing  in  SRS  and  associated  procedures 


Results  will  vary  from  person  to  person. 


Are  you  ready  for  tne 
Ckest  Reconstruction 
stage  of  your  transition 
from  female  to  male? 


If  you  are  under  treatment  with  a therapist  for  your  gender  transition  and 
are  psychologically  ready  to  make  the  permanent  life  change  from  female  to 
male,  Chest  Reconstruction  is  an  important  part  of  your  decision. 

This  surgery  reconstructs  the  female  chest,  creating  masculine  contours. 

It  can  make  you  feel  more  at  ease  in  your  newly  chosen  gender  and  makes 
men's  clothing  easier  to  wear. 

Dr.  Reardon  has  been  performing  cosmetic  surgery  for  27  years  and 
transgender  chest  reconstruction  for  22  years.  From  minimally  invasive 
procedures,  such  as  simple  liposuction,  to  advanced  surgical  methods  for  the 
more  extensive  reconstruction  of  very  large  38-40D+  breasts,  he  has  the  in- 
depth  experience  that  allows  him  to  hand  tailor  these  techniques  and 
technologies  to  correct  your  particular  problems  and  to  enhance  your  unique 
self  image. 

All  procedures  are  performed  under  local  anesthesia  with  supplemental  IV, 
sedation  in  our  state-of-the-art  ambulatory  facility  on  an  out-patient  basis. 
If  you  are  from  out  of  town,  we  will  assist  you  with  accommodations. 

In  the  hands  of  a caring  physician,  who  is  sensitive  to  all  gender  transition 
issues,  the  result  is  a well-contoured,  natural  looking,  masculine  chest. 


Be  tne  test  you  can  te, 


James  J.  Reardon,  M.D. 


Board  Certified  Plastic  and  Reconstructive  Surgeon 
737  Park  Avenue,  New  York,  New  York  10021 

Telephone  (212)  832-0770  Web:  www.drjamesreardon.com/dysphoria 
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Transgender  Tapestry  is  a magazine  for  and  about  crossdressers,  transgendered,  transsexual,  intersexed,  and  other  gender-variant  persons, 
and  those  who  support  them. 
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OUR  READERS 

Write  for  a general  audience.  Our  readers  include  closeted  and  out  people:  crossdressers,  transsexuals,  transgenderists,  intersexed 
persons,  gay  men,  lesbians,  bisexuals,  heterosexuals,  therapists,  physicians,  ministers,  spouses  and  significant  others,  family 
members,  and  friends.  Our  readers  span  all  ages,  races,  nationalities,  religions,  spiritualities,  beliefs  and  opinions,  and 
educational  backgrounds.  Your  piece  may  be  targeted  for  one  group,  but  it  should  speak  to  the  larger  readership. 

We  want  writing  that  challenges  categories,  presumptions,  and  accepted  thought. 

HOW  TO  SUBMIT 

The  best  way  to  send  materials  is  via  e-mail.  We  get  it  immediately  and  we  don’t  have  to  retype  it. 

Send  your  submissions  to  <editor@ifge.org>. 

Attach  a file,  using  MIME  encoding.  These  formats  are  acceptable  for  text  files:  Microsoft  Word,  WordPerfect,  Rich  Text  Files  (RTF),  and  Text. 

It’s  okay  to  send  text  in  the  body  of  an  e-mail,  but  our  Eudora  Light  mail  reader  doesn’t  recognize  embedded  codes. 

Graphic  images  should  be  high-resolution  TIFF  or  EPS  format,  saved  at  300dpi  and  submitted  to  the  EDITOR  (address  below)  on  Zip  disk  or 
CD-R.  Please  include  your  return  address  if  you  would  like  your  materials  returned  to  you.  If  you  prefer  to  send  images  in  BMP,  GIF,  or  JPG  for- 
mat— although  they  are  easy  to  send  via  e-mail,  please  know  the  quality  of  your  image  will  be  severely  compromised  by  the  printing  process. 

Unless  they’re  self-extracting,  please  don’t  send  zipped  files  without  clearing  it  with  us  beforehand. 

No  e-mail?  Send  a PC-compatible  or  MAC  floppy  to  Dallas  Denny,  P.O.  Box  33724,  Decatur,  GA  30033-0724. 

We  hate  typing  in  text,  but  we  understand  some  people  can’t  afford  or 
don’t  like  computers,  so  believe  it  or  not,  we  accept  articles  on 
paper.  Please  include  a brief  biography  with  your  submission. 

WHAT  TO  SEND  US 

We  want  original  material.  We  rarely  accept  simultaneous 
or  previous  published  submissions.  We’re  interested 
in  ideas  which  have  been  previously  under- 
explored. We  accept  submissions  on  gender 
issues  of  general  interest,  including:  new 
(for  some  people)  types  of  diversity;  little- 
known  information  about  transgender 
history;  under-utilized  resources  and 
populations;  personal  struggles; 
social  or  medical  issues;  humor  with 
an  underlying  message;  and  satire. 

THINGS  WE  SHOULDN’T 
HAVE  TO  SAY 

DO  send  us  stuff.  Deadlines  are  firm. 
Contact  us  before  submitting.  Talk  with 
us  before  writing,  if  possible.  Let  us 
know  what  you  want  to  do  and  when 
you  can  deliver  it.  Send  us  a rough 
draft  if  you  have  one.  Be  reliable. 

Make  your  word  stick.Be  concise. 
Don’t  ramble,  and  don’t  try  to  tackle 
too  much  in  one  article. 

Don't  be  heartbroken  if  we  don’t 
use  your  submission.  A rejection 
often  has  more  to  do  with  the 
theme  or  the  space  available  in 
the  magazine  than  the  quality 
of  the  writing. 
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A WORD  FROM  THE  EDITOR 

BELOW:  Your  editor  at  the  site  of  her  former  home  at  the  Ross  Fireproof  Hotel.  Behind  her  is  the  infamous  BellSouth  "Bat  Building." 


Gender  conventions — and  I’ve  attended  more  than  50 — 
have  always  meant  work  for  me.  I almost  always  give 
presentations  and  have  board  meetings  to  attend,  and 
in  many  cases  I'm  involved  with  the  actual  run- 
ning of  the  event.  One  of  my  biggest  frustra- 
tions over  the  past  dozen  or  so  years  has  been 
to  fly  to  fabulous  places  like  New  York, 

Vancouver.  Boston.  Chicago,  Aspen,  and  Los 
Angeles  and  not  see  my  surroundings  because 
1 can’t  manage  to  get  away  from  the  conven- 
tion. 

This  time  would  be  different.  The  2002 
IFGE  Coming  Together  Conference  would  be 
held  in  my  old  hometown — Nashville.  I man- 
aged to  slip  away  and  play  hookey,  not  only 
visiting  old  haunts,  but  going  places  and  doing 
things  I never  found  the  time  for  when  I lived  in 
Nashville.  I spent  hours  walking  through  the  won- 
derful conservatories  at  Opryland  Hotel.  I visited 
Printer's  Alley,  the  Rvman  Auditorium,  the  Country  Museum 
Hall  of  Fame,  and  went  to  the  Grand  Ole  Opry  and  a midnight 
taping  of  a radio  show.  Hee  haw! 

A year  or  so  out  of  high  school,  I found  myself  living  in 
the  Ross  Hotel.  The  Ross,  built  around  1900  of  brick  and 
proudly  advertised  as  fireproof,  had  degenerated  into  a gloomy 
fleapit  in  which  rheumy  old  men  sat  in  the  lobby  dipping  snuff 
and  watching  a portable  black-and-white  television  that  rested 
crookedly  in  a bucket-butt  plastic  chair. 

My  basement  room  at  the  Ross  cost  eight  dollars  a week, 
cheap  even  by  1969  standards.  A six-by-ten  cubicle,  it  con- 
tained a single  bed,  a chest  of  drawers,  a wobbly  chair,  a sink, 
and  me.  There  were  no  windows. 

Mornings,  dressed  as  a boy,  I would  catch  the  city  bus  to 
and  from  my  job  at  Shoney’s  Big  Boy,  where  1 worked  many 
hours  a week  for  $1.50  a hour,  and  where  I ate  most  of  my 
meals.  On  my  days  off,  however.  . . 

The  Ross  stood  at  the  corner  of  Fifth  Avenue  and 
Commerce,  facing  the  back  door  of  the  Ryman  Auditorium, 
which  at  the  time  still  housed  the  Grand  Ole  Opry.  At  the  rear  of 
the  Ross  ran  Printer's  Alley,  with  world-famous  nightclubs  and 
exotic  dancing.  Opposite  the  Ross’  parking  lot  was  the  Electric 
Circus,  named  for  the  psychedelic  nightclub  in  London.  In  the 
still  night  air.  acid  rock  would  mingle  with  fiddles  and  yodeling 
from  the  Opry  and  jukebox  music  from  nearby  taverns.  One 
block  down  Fifth  Avenue  was  Broadway,  full  of  sleazy  bars 
and  tourist  joints.  One  block  up  Fifth  was  Church  Street  and 
upscale  downtown  shopping.  Location,  location,  location! 

On  Mondays,  I would  leave  my  room  and  sneak  out  of  the 
Ross,  leaving  the  basement  door  slightly  ajar  so  I could  get 
back  in  without  being  seen.  Days,  I would  go  up  to  Church  and 
shop  for  clothing  and  cosmetics  at  ritzy  department  stores, 
spend  time  at  the  library  or  the  reading  room  at  the  YWCA,  see 


a movie,  or  go  to  a restaurant.  Evenings,  I would  wander  down 
to  seedy  Broadway,  or  try — always  unsuccessfully,  as  I was 
not  even  close  to  legal  drinking  age — to  get  in  the  Electric 
Circus.  When  the  sun  went  down,  men  would  hit 
on  me,  sometimes  propositioning  me  from 
their  moving  automobiles  as  I walked  down 
the  street.  Always,  I was  in  dire  fear  of  being 
recognized  as  a boy  or  interrogated  by  the 
police — but  it  never  happened.  And  always,  I 
was  desperately  in  search  of  a way  to  live 
full-time  as  a girl — but  that  never  happened, 
either. 

My  stay  at  the  Ross  came  to  an  abrupt 
end  when  management  discovered  a girl  in 
my  room.  One  Monday,  as  I stuck  my  head 
out  the  door  of  my  room  to  see  if  the  coast 
was  clear,  who  should  I see  in  the  hallway  but 
the  desk  clerk,  who  had  grown  suspicious  of  the 
not-quite-latched-on-Monday  back  door,  and  who 
had  come  down  to  check.  1 ducked  back  inside,  but  not,  appar- 
ently, quickly  enough.  KNOCK,  KNOCK,  KNOCK.  I had  no 
choice  but  to  open  the  door.  “Yes?”  I asked.  “What  are  you 
doing  here?”  “1  live  here.”  “No  you  don’t.  There  are  no  women 
allowed  at  the  Ross.  I’m  going  for  the  manager.” 

Scarcely  two  minutes  later,  the  clerk  was  back  with  the 
manager.  When  I opened  the  door  to  their  pounding,  they  saw 
what  was  apparently  a boy. 

“Where  is  she?”  “Where’s  who?  “Don’t  try  to  kid  us.  We 
know  she  was  here.”  They  peered  suspiciously  around  the 
room  to  see  where  I could  possibly  have  stashed  a young 
woman.  Not  finding  her,  they  told  me  I would  have  to  leave  for 
breaking  the  Ross’  no-females  rule. 

When  I saw  the  jig  was  up,  I did  my  first  public  coming 
out.  I told  them  the  woman  was  moi.  They  refused  to  believe 
me — and  so  ended  my  residence  at  the  Ross. 

On  the  Friday  of  the  IFGE  conference,  Sandra  Cole  and  Holly 
Devor,  with  whom  I had  been  sightseeing,  indulged  me,  walking 
up  Fifth  Avenue  with  me  to  my  former  home — or,  rather,  to  the 
spot  where  it  had  once  stood,  for  the  Ross  was  no  longer  there. 

Where  the  lobby  should  have  been  there  was  a plaza  leading 
to  a towering  structure  of  steel  and  glass,  rising  from  the  previous 
site  of  my  basement  room.  Gazing  upward,  I saw  we  were  at  the 
base  of  the  much-reviled  and  much-revered  BellSouth  headquar- 
ters building,  which,  according  to  whom  you  ask,  has  destroyed, 
or  made  more  interesting,  the  Nashville  skyline. 

The  Ross  is  gone  now,  and  I don’t  even  have  a photo — but 
forever  more,  when  I think  of  Nashville,  I'll  smile,  knowing 
the  Batman-like  outline  of  the  BellSouth  tower  stands  as  a 
monument  to  my  al most-girlhood  at  the  Ross  Fireproof  Hotel. 
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First,  I want  to  thank  you  from  the  bot- 
tom of  my  heart  for  thinking  my  picture 
was  good  enough  for  the  cover  of 
Tapestry  #97 . Manette  Pathy  Allen  had 
mentioned  that  you  might  use  her  photo 
of  me  in  a future  edition.  However,  it  was 
still  quite  a shock  to  open  the  envelope 
and  see  me  staring  back  from  the  cover. 

I’ve  finally  achieved  my  15  minutes 
of  fame.  I think  some  of  your  readers 
might  like  to  know  how  I managed  to 
wind  up  on  the  cover.  Well,  contrary  to 
what  some  of  my  sisters  at  my  Tri-Ess 
support  group,  Chi  Delta  Mu  of  NY/NJ, 
think,  I did  not  bribe  anyone;  however  I 
didn’t  do  anything  spectacular,  either.  1 
think  it  must  have  been  a slow  quarter 
without  anything  really  noteworthy  to  put 
on  the  cover,  so  I was  just  good  fill. 

Thank  you  again  for  putting  me  on 
the  cover  (I  bought  four  extra  copies).  1 
will  always  be  proud  of  it.  Keep  up  the 
great  work  with  the  magazine. 

Robyn  Kohler 

As  much  as  your  editor  would  love  to  take 
the  credit,  Larissa  Glasser,  our  Art  Director 
Extraordinaire,  chooses  the  cover  shots. 

THE  LATE,  GREAT 
DIRECTORY  OF 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Help!  One  of  our  favorite  Tapestry  fea- 
tures is  missing!  One  of  the  most  valu- 
able functions  IFGE  performs  is  that  of 
clearinghouse  for  information  in  the 
transgender  community.  As  directors  of 
Tri-Ess,  we  know  our  organization  can- 
not possibly  be  all  things  to  all  people. 
Frequently,  we  have  occasion  to  refer 
inquirers  to  groups  other  than  Tri-Ess 
chapters,  to  help  them  access  the  type  of 
support  they  need.  In  this  function,  your 
Directory  of  Organizations  is  truly  a life- 
line. We  have  no  other  effective  way  to 
know  what  organizations  are  available  in 
a given  locality.  Imagine  our  dismay  at 
not  finding  it  in  the  Spring  issue! 

We  know  maintaining  such  a direc- 
tory is  a lot  of  work.  We  have  always  kept 


IFGE  updated  on  contact  information  for 
our  chapters,  and  will  continue  to  do  the 
same  if  the  directory  is  continued.  Please 
consider  reinstating  it,  as  it  is  one  very 
valuable  resource. 

Jane  Ellen  and  Mary  Ellen  Fairfax 

We  explained  to  the  Fairfaxes  that  the  reason  for 
the  directory’s  disappearance  was  economic — it 
takes  up  many  pages  in  a magazine  with  a 
reduced  page  count.  The  Fairfaxes  were  happy 
to  learn  that  IFGE  may  publish  the  directory 
under  separate  cover.  Details  have  not  yet  been 
worked  out — Ed. 

HBIGDA 

I recently  read  the  article  by  Dallas  in 
the  Spring  2002  issue,  concerning  the 
Harry  Benjamin  International  Gender 
Dysphoria  Association.  I agree  that  the 
time  has  come  for  change.  We  must  take 
control  of  our  own  lives.  We  need  car- 
ing people  to  help  us,  not  roadblocks 
that  hold  us  back.  I would  like  to  see 
comments  from  others  in  the  transgen- 
der community;  perhaps  the  subject 
could  be  covered  in  "The  Journal."  I 
have  read  the  Harry  Benjamin 
Standards,  but  know  almost  nothing 
about  the  organization  or  how  to 
become  a member.  How  do  we,  the  ones 
most  effected,  bring  about  change? 

Ronnie  London 
St.  Louis,  MO 

Membership  in  HBIGDA  is  limited  to 
professionals  working  in  a discipline  relevant 
to  gender  identity  issues — which  describes 


almost  every  profession.  Although  it  was  not 
always  the  case,  many  members  today  are 
transsexual  or  trans gendered.  Your  editor’s  sug- 
gestion: join  and  campaign  for  change,  if  you 
think — as  you  obviously  do — that  it’s  needed. 
For  info,  visit  www.hbigda.org  or  contact 
Bean  Robinson,  Pli.D.,  1300  South  2nd  St., 
Ste.  180,  Minneapolis,  MN  55454,  612/625- 
1500,  robin009@  gold.  tc.  umn.  edu — Ed. 

Just  a few  words  to  pass  along  my  support 
for  your  stance  against  the  Benjamin  stan- 
dards. They  had  their  time  and  place  but  as 
we  have  matured  as  a community  we  have 
also  found  out  that  there  are  many  whose 
situation  does  not  fall  within  the  criteria. 
Keep  up  the  good  work! 

Kristen 

Kristen,  I’m  not  opposed  to  the  HBIGDA 
Standards  of  Care,  and  I’m  beginning  to  be 
alarmed  that  so  many  people  seem  to  think  so. 
I’d  like  to  be  clear  that  it’s  my  personal  belief 
that  the  Standards  of  Care  have  been  a boon 
for  transsexuals,  and  that  the  restrictions  they 
place  on  access  to  hormones  and  surgery 
have  saved  a great  deal  of  human  misery.  It’s 
an  opinion  I share  with  many  caregivers,  and 
many  transsexuals  and  transgendered  people. 

That  said,  it’s  only  our  opinion.  So  far  as 
I've  been  able  to  determine,  it’s  an  opinion 
unsupported  by  empirical  evidence.  I’ve 
become  increasingly  convinced  that  without 
supportive  data,  it  is  professionally  and 
ethically  irresponsible  to  place  restrictions  to 
health  care  on  a group  of  people  based  solely 
on  their  social  identity.  Without  data  about  the 
efficacy  of  the  Standards,  we  have  no  real 
idea  whether  they  help  or  harm. 

Am  I calling  HBIGDA  derelict  for  having 


NOTICE 

The  next  two  issues  of  Transgender  Tapestry  will  be  a bit  different.  Issue  100, 
which  will  appear  on  newstands  50  years  to  the  month  after  Christine 
Jorgensen’s  sex  reassignment  was  made  public,  will  take  a look  at  transsex- 
ualism and  crossdressing  in  the  second  half  of  the  20th  century.  Issue  101, 
which  will  appear  in  March  2003,  will  be  titled  “Gender  101”  and  will  contain 
as  much  resource  material  and  educational  information  as  we  can  pack 
between  the  covers. 

We  will  return  to  our  usual  format  with  issue  #102. 
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failed,  after  20+  years  of  gatekeeping,  to 
generate  data  to  support  the  Standards  of 
Care.'  In  a word,  yes. 

Dallas  Denny’s  typically  thought-pro- 
voking editorial  in  Tapestry  #97  reawak- 
ened my  contemplation  of  the  issue  of 
gatekeeping  and  the  Standards  of  Care.  I 
have  long  believed  that  endocrinologists 
and  surgeons  should  bear  responsibility 
for  screening  patients  for  treatment,  refer- 
ring to  mental  health  professionals  only  if 
they  (or  more  likely  their  screening  nurs- 
es) feel  uncomfortable  about  proceeding 
with  hormones  or  surgery. 

As  with  any  ethical  issue,  there  are 
many  factors  to  consider,  and  1 am  hav- 
ing second  thoughts  about  that  position. 
While  transpeople  are  just  as  capable  as 
anyone  else  of  making  decisions  about 
medical  treatment.  1 have  particular  con- 
cerns about  discontinuing  the  require- 
ment for  a letter  to  begin  HRT.  One  of 
the  purposes  of  mental  health  screening 
is  to  distinguish  transgendered  people 
from  those  who  believe  that  they  are 
transgendered,  but  are  not.  I doubt  that 
endos  would  be  willing  to  hire  and  train 
staff  who  have  the  necessary  clinical  acu- 
men to  make  that  distinction — nor  do  1 
believe  that  adequate  time  would  be 
allotted  for  screening.  Therapists,  and 
particularly  gender  specialists,  have  the 
clinical  expertise  to  screen  out  individu- 
als who  have  no  business  starting  on  hor- 
mones because  rather  than  being 
transgendered,  they  have  a compulsion 
or  an  unresolved  psychotic  or  dissocia- 
tive disorder. 

I'm  much  more  comfortable  with 
surgeons  or  their  nurses  screening  folks 
for  SRS.  My  understanding  is  that  their 


screening  process  is  extensive.  If  they  had 
doubts  about  emotional  stability,  mental 
competence,  or  capacity  to  give  informed 
consent,  they  would  be  free  to  refer  for 
further  evaluation  or  counseling. 

If  a letter  continues  to  be  required 
for  beginning  hormones,  I'll  still  see 
people  who,  not  interested  in  therapy, 
just  want  letters.  That's  fine.  I don't  push 
therapy  on  people  who  don't  want  it.  I 
just  screen  these  people,  sometimes  rec- 
ommending that  they  seek  therapy  at 
some  point,  without  attempting  to  create 
an  unwanted  therapeutic  alliance. 

With  or  without  a letter  requirement. 
I'll  continue  to  see  folks  who  seek  reso- 
lution of  their  confusion  about  identity 
and  direction,  and  therapeutic  assistance 
with  the  many  issues  that  accompany 
being  different  and  keeping  a secret. 
With  these  clients,  the  therapeutic  rela- 
tionship usually  remains  untainted  by 
power  differential  because  we  are  work- 
ing as  a team  to  resolve  their  confusion 
and  heal  their  fear  and  shame.  Almost 
invariably  I am  comfortable  with  these 
clients  moving  forward  in  transition 
before  they  mention  a desire  to  do  so. 

1 do  believe  that  experienced  gender 
therapists  must  be  flexible,  using  active 
clinical  judgment  in  working  with  clients 
preparing  for  hormones  and  surgery, 
rather  than  rigidly  adhering  to  a three- 
month/one-year  rule.  The  Standards  of 
Care  are  suggested  guidelines,  and  there 
is  great  diversity  among  the  people  to 
whom  they  apply. 

Virginia  Erhardt,  Ph.D. 

www.  virgin  iaerhardt.  com 

Thanks  for  your  thoughtful  response — Ed. 


THE  IDEALIZATION 

OF  THE  GENDER  CALLED  WOMAN 

1 write  this  in  response  to  Judy  Osborne’s 
piece  entitled  “On  Women,  Men,  and 
Nobody  Else,”  printed  in  the  Spring  2002 
Journal. 

Over  the  years  I have  witnessed 
many  members  of  this  gender  community 
idealize  the  gender  classification  called 
“woman.”  This  has  been  a longstanding 
concern  of  mine.  The  image  of  “woman” 
portrayed  by  media  and  influencing  this 
community  is  vastly  biased  towards  an 
unrealistic  life  experience,  and  unfortu- 
nately invites  people  to  don  their  blinders. 
Let’s  look  at  the  full  picture. 

Judy  says,  “I  want  to  be  a woman — 
as  much  a woman  as  I can  learn  how  to 
be  during  each  and  every  remaining 
moment  of  what  1 hope  will  be  a long 
life.”  Well,  then,  I say  to  you,  Judy,  and 
to  all  other  “women  wannabees,”  try  on 
these  models  of  womanhood: 

• How  about  third  world  women  with 
more  babies  than  they  can  feed,  babies 
that  are  HIV  positive. 

• Or  how  about  the  woman  beaten 
regularly  by  her  partner,  her  body 
bruises  somehow  hidden  when 
she  goes  to  the  store. 

• Or  maybe  the  poor,  indigent  woman  who 
cannot  find  a job  because  college  was 
not  an  option  for  her.  That  option  was 
given  to  her  brother. 

• Or  maybe  you’d  like  the  role  of  the  single 
mother,  holding  down  two  jobs  to  care  for 
herself  and  her  three  children. 

• Then  there  is  the  middle-aged  woman 
who  is  out  on  her  own,  replaced  by  a 
younger  trophy  who  looks  good  on 
his  arm. 
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• Then  again,  you  could  become  the 
woman  who  walks  the  streets  looking  for 
pay  for  her  body  so  she  can  pay  the  man 
her  next  month's  rent. 

• Maybe  you  would  like  to  try  on  the 
experience  of  woman  that  involves 
endometriosis,  extreme  pain  with  every 
menstrual  cycle. 

• Or  perhaps  as  a "woman"  you'd  like  to 
experience  being  alone  on  an  elevator, 
wondering  if  you  will  make  it  to  the  floor  of 
your  destination  without  being  physically, 
psychically,  or  mentally  raped. 

Judy,  you  say,  "We  who  were  social- 
ized as  boys  can  be  women — happy, 
swingin’,  expressive,  nurturing  women. 
It  just  takes  a bit  of  effort.” 

Do  not  deceive  yourself.  Life  in  the 
culturally  defined  opposite  gender  is  not 
nirvana  and  it  takes  more  than  “a  bit  of 
effort,”  even  for  culturally  defined 
women.  Both  genders  are  restrictive,  and 
the  lives  of  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
women  are  less  than  happy,  swinging, 
and  expressive.  To  find  a community  that 
you  feel  a part  of  is  a worthwhile  pursuit, 
but  please  expand  your  vision. 

You  say  you  need  to  “start  learning 
to  sound,  and  look  and  act  like  other 
women.”  I don’t  think  the  lives  of  the 
women  I’ve  just  described  are  the  ones 
you  want  to  sound,  look  and  act  like.  Yet 
these  experiences  are  part  of  the  truth  of 
a gender  dualistic  society.  Please  remove 
the  image  of  “woman”  from  the  pedestal 
you  and  many  others  have  created  while 
living  in  bi-polar  gender. 

I invite  Judy  and  all  gender  explorers 
to  look  deeper  and  see  what  it  really  is 
that  you  want. 

Zantui  Rose 


JUDY’S  RESPONSE 

There’s  a lot  wrong  in  the  world.  Zantui. 
a lot  of  injustices  and  tragedies  that  I 
ponder  and  mourn,  just  as  you  do.  As  you 
point  out  so  well,  being  a woman  is 
immensely  difficult  in  many  environ- 
ments and  societies. 

I’m  not  clear  about  your  message. 
Are  you  saying  that  I and  others  are  just 
“woman  wannabees”  because  we  haven’t 
experienced  the  difficulties  and  horrors 
of  womanhood  which  you  list?  I have 
experienced  some  of  them.  You're  cor- 
rect that  1 can’t  experience  others.  I don’t 
have  HIV.  I'm  not  a third-world  woman. 
I can’t  be  a mother  or  know  the  pain  of 
endometriosis.  I do  have  a friend  who 
experiences  that  terrible  monthly  pain. 
She's  a lesbian  and  doesn't  choose  to 
have  children,  which  could  help  to  allevi- 
ate her  condition.  She  accepts  me  as  a 
woman  friend,  even  though  I don’t  know 
that  pain.  Couldn’t  you,  Zantui? 

Would  I choose  to  heap  upon  myself 
a significant  number  of  the  other 
tragedies  and  oppressions  you  list?  No. 
nor  would  any  other  woman.  Still,  like 
any  transsexual  woman  who  lives  truly 
and  openly.  I’ve  had  my  share  of  painful 
losses  and  oppressions.  Are  they  compa- 
rable to  the  ones  you  cite?  Some  are  not. 
obviously.  Others?  Who  knows? 

Do  I work  hard  enough  to  fix  the 
oppressions  and  tragedies  you  list,  and  the 
enormous  number  of  ills  and  tragedies  that 
lurk  beyond  your  list?  Probably  not.  1 try. 
1 see  oppression  and  violence  and  sexism 
in  lots  of  places  and  do  commit  to  working 
against  at  least  some  of  these  obscenities. 
My  personal  passion  is  helping  to  dimin- 
ish the  spiritual  violence  done  to  GLBTQ 


kids  growing  up  in  religions  that  oppress. 
As  soon  as  these  young  people  come  to 
comprehend  their  differences,  their  faiths 
reject  them.  Some  commit  suicide;  many 
more  are  damaged  by  the  degradation 
heaped  on  them;  still  others  hide  their 
urgent  needs  even  from  themselves  and 
begin  to  die  inside.  Too  many  get  beat  up. 
and  some  get  killed  as  the  direct  result  of 
hate-filled  statements  thundering  from 
pulpits.  The  religions  I’m  speaking  of 
limit  women  to  diminished  roles,  adding 
even  further  injury  to  GLBTQ  girls. 
Young  girls  internalize  a special  kind  of 
damage  from  that. 

It’s  very  scary  for  one  of  us  to  take 
the  plunge  into  permanent  womanhood. 
Zantui.  At  the  moment  we  do  that,  we 
cannot  know  if  our  lives  will  be  viable,  if 
our  loved  ones  will  leave  us,  if  we'll  be 
able  to  earn  a living,  if  we'll  ever  be 
happy.  The  path  is  steep.  It’s  hard  work 
for  someone  who  grew  up  a boy  to 
become  a woman.  We  commit  ourselves 
deeply  and  arduously  to  the  task.  We 
have  a lot  to  learn,  a lot  to  experience,  a 
lot  of  new  connections  to  make  if  we  get 
good  enough  to  make  them.  Perhaps 
you've  seen  us  stumble  along  the  way. 
We  do  that  often.  We  have  our  own  set  of 
obstacles,  injustices,  and  tragedies  to 
overcome.  We  earn  our  womanhood  in 
different  ways  than  you  did,  Zantui.  but 
it’s  a hard-won  prize.  We  know  we're 
there  when  other  women  admit  us  into 
the  tribe.  I hope  you  can  do  that  too. 

Judy  Osborne 

While  there  are  many  in  the  transgender 
community  with  naive  notions  of  womanhood, 
your  editor  has  never  considered  Judy 
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Osborne  one  of  them.  H e don't  find  it  at  oil 
surprising  that  she  would  aspire  to  be  an 
empowered  woman — what  woman,  trans- 
gendered  or  otherwise,  doesn't?  Zantui. 
methinks  you  need  to  aim  your  guns 
elsewhere — £.</. 

PRIDE,  PREJUDICE, 

AND  FEAR 

Many  think  prejudice  towards  the  trans- 
gender community  comes  only  from 
backwater  rednecks,  but  a lot  of  the  prej- 
udice is  closer  to  home.  Nothing  hurts  a 
community  more  than  turmoil  within, 
and  the  frail  stability  of  the  transgender 
community  within  the  larger  GLBTQ 
community  is  a prime  example. 

The  gay  community  thinks  the  trans- 
gender community  is  feeding  off  their 
work.  Transsexuals  want  to  separate 
from  crossdressers,  and  heterosexual 
crossdressers  want  nothing  to  do  with 
anyone  else.  Wives  of  crossdressers 
think  they  are  being  forced  to  support  an 
alternative  lifestyle — as  if  they  are  not  in 
one  themselves.  Lesbians  don’t  want 


transsexual  women  participating  in  their 
organizations  or  events. 

Being  new  to  much  of  this,  1 fail  to 
understand.  Isn't  the  greater  goal 
increased  acceptance  and  equal  protec- 
tion under  the  law? 

I’ve  been  told.  “Uniting  the  transgen- 
der community  is  like  herding  cats.  You 
get  nowhere,  and  just  piss  off  the  cats.” 
I've  learned  this  is  true,  but  is  being  over- 
come. Historically,  transgender  groups 
would  not  talk  to  each  other  or  participate 
in  events  together.  This  made  working 
towards  unity  that  much  harder. 

Don't  we  all  want  to  be  accepted  for 
who  we  are?  Don't  we  all  want  to  have 
the  right  to  be  who  we  are,  without  fear? 
Don’t  we  want  to  keep  our  jobs,  despite 
being  who  we  are?  Don’t  we  want  to  be 
able  to  walk  the  streets  without  fear  of 
being  beaten  up — or  worse?  Don’t  we 
want  to  have  a voice  in  the  GLBTQ 
community  and  in  society  as  a whole? 
Doesn't  the  pursuit  of  life,  liberty,  and 
justice  mean  the  same  thing  to  all  of  us? 

Yes,  there  are  differences  between 
transsexuals  and  crossdressers.  There  are 
differences  between  male-to-females  and 


female-to-males.  Sexual  preferences  are 
different,  and  so  are  our  fingerprints. 
Why  does  this  stop  us  from  working 
together? 

If  this  were  a question  of  race,  most 
would  find  the  situation  abhorrent — so 
why,  in  our  own  community,  do  we 
accept  prejudice  from  those  who  are  dif- 
ferent from  us? 

What  does  it  cost  to  become  a com- 
munity? Nothing,  monetarily,  but  we 
may  have  to  open  our  minds,  listen  to 
one  another,  and  communicate  with  each 
other.  Every  once  in  a while  we  may 
have  to  open  our  hand  and  help  out  a 
brother  or  sister.  We  may  have  to 
acknowledge  we  like  each  other  and 
enjoy  who  we  are.  We  may  have  to  share 
ourselves  with  each  other,  cry  on  each 
others’  shoulders,  and  actually  show  love 
for  our  fellow  human  beings.  Very  costly 
indeed — but  nothing  we  can’t  afford. 

Joney  Harper 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


SEPTEMBER  17-22 
SOUTHERN 
COMFORT  2002 

P.O.  Box  7759 1 , Atlanta.  GA  30357- 1591, 
sccatt.org.  wwww.sccatl.org,  (404)  633-6470 

SEPTEMBER  20-21 
TIFFANY  CLUB 
NEW  ENGLAND  FALL  FLING 

Provincetown,  MA 
TCNE,  P.O.  Box  54007 1 , 

Waltham,  MA  02454-0071 
tcne@tcne.org,  www.tcne.org,  (781)  891-9325 

SEPTEMBER  27-29 
FULL  CIRCLE  OF  WOMEN 

Warner  Springs,  CA 
P.O.  Box  451427 
Westchester,  CA  90045, 
info@gendersanity.com, 
www.gendersanity.com  (410)  670-2222 

OCTOBER  20-27 
28TH  ANNUAL 
FANTASIA  FAIR 

Provincetown,  MA 

Presenters  include  Dr.  Sandra  Cole,  Alison 
Laing,  Miqqi  Gilbert,  Dallas  Denny,  Dianna 
Cicotello,  Ari  Kane,  David  Prok,  Diane 
Ellabom,  Virginia  Prince,  Holly  Boswell,  and 
others,  http://www.fantasiafair.org 

OCTOBER  31- 
NOVEMBER  3 
EURENA!  EN  FEMME 
GETAWAY 

Eureka  Springs,  AR 
P.  Nettle,  1806  Miller  Drive, 

Branson,  MO  65616, 
femmegetaway@yahoo.com, 
www.geocities.com/femmegetaway 

NOVEMBER  2 
TGIC’S  THIRD  ANNUAL 
ABACUCK  PRITCHETT 
DINNER  PARTY 

GUEST  SPEAKER:  KATE  BORNSTEIN 

Crowne  Plaza  Hotel,  Albany  New  York 
Dinner,  Dancing,  and  Lots  More! 

For  more  information: 

E-mail:  tgic@tgic-albany.org 
Visit  our  web  site:  http://www.tgic-albany.org 
Or  call  (518)436-4513 
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• Who  should  be  responsible  for  the  overall  management  of  the  March? 

• What  should  take  place  during  the  event? 

• When  should  it  be  held? 

• Where  should  it  be  held? 

• Why  have  the  March  in  the  first  place? 

• How  are  we  going  to  puli  it  off  successfully? 

Five  participants  were  elected  to  a non-partisan  committee 
to  establish  communication  with  various  gender  leadership 
communities.  Having  broad-based  and  proper  representation  at 
every  planning  meeting  is  of  paramount  importance  to  ensure 
an  inclusive  and  successful  March. 

As  you  can  imagine,  the  scope  of  such  a project  as  this  is 
immense.  It  is  not  only  the  March  per  se  that  has  to  be  dealt 
with,  but  the  myriad  of  other  activities  and  facilities  that  make 
up  and  add  to  the  entire  experience.  Areas  to  be  addressed 
include  such  things  as:  mission  and  theme;  community  liaison; 
travel  and  accommodations;  security;  financing;  programs, 
speakers  and  special  invitees;  marketing,  promotion  and  media 
relations;  legal  and  accounting;  ancillary  events;  legislative 
relations;  and  follow-up.  Perhaps  you  have  expertise  in  one  or 
more  of  these  functional  areas  and  will  want  to  help  out  when 
the  time  comes.  Stay  tuned  for  forthcoming  information  on 
how  you  can  participate. 

While  no  specific  date  has  been  set  for  the  March,  it  was 
clear  that  it  would  be  at  least  a year  in  the  making — possibly 
two.  This  will  give  everyone  and  every  group  enough  time  to 
prepare.  Naturally,  financial  considerations  are  critical.  Money 
is  needed  to  produce  the  March  and  its  related  activities. 


THE  MARCH  FOR  GENDER  RIGHTS 
MARCHES  FORWARD 

by  Diane  Dale 

On  Saturday  May  4,  two  dozen  transgender  principals 
and  activists  from  all  over  the  U.S.  met  in  Atlanta  to 
begin  the  planning  of  what  promises  to  be  a seminal 
event  in  the  history  of  our  transgender  movement — The  March 
For  Gender  Rights. 

This  initial  planning  was  facilitated  by  Sabrina  Marcus  of 
the  Southern  Comfort  Conference  and  Rory  Gould  of  the 
Washington  Gender  Alliance.  The  purpose  was  not  to  detail  the 
event  itself,  but  rather  to  begin  to  explore  the  principal 
theme(s)  of  the  March  and  to  set  up  a preliminary  organiza- 
tional structure  that  will  help  develop  and  deploy  it. 

The  one  philosophy  that  was  universally  acknowledged 
was  that  the  March  must  represent  our  entire  transgender  com- 
munity. Indeed,  the  diversity  of  our  movement  is  our  strength, 
and  every  sector  will  not  only  be  welcomed  but  expected  and 
urged  to  play  a prominent  role  in  the  March. 

Debate  arose  over  an  appropriate  theme  for  the  March. 
Suggestions  ranged  from  transgender  pride;  to  fostering  trans- 
gender awareness;  to  education;  community  unity  and  commu- 
nity building;  equality  under  the  law  and  ENDA;  respect  and 
acceptance;  and  freedom  of  gender  expression. 

Much  of  the  discussion,  too.  centered  upon  identifying  the 
various  components  that  would  make  up  th&  event,  as  well  as 
answering  some  very  fundamental  questions; 


( 
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The  Transgender  Fund  <www.tgfund.org>  was  designated 
as  the  chief  financial  arm  of  the  March.  The  Fund  has  set  up  a 
select  initiative  on  its  website  to  receive  contributions  that  will 
be  invested  in  the  event.  To  get  things  going,  the  TG  Fund  has 
provided  a $1,000  grant  to  the  March’s  organizers. 

Another  important  aspect  of  planning  is  dealing  with  the 
personal  costs  associated  with  participating  in  the  March. 
Transportation,  housing,  and  meals  are  but  three  things  that 
require  money.  The  good  news  is  that  everyone  has  enough 
time  to  save.  Here’s  a suggestion:  Set  up  a March  For  Gender 
Rights  Fishbowl  at  your  group’s  monthly  meetings.  Place  half 
the  donations  in  an  account  earmarked  to  help  cover  the 
expenses  of  those  from  your  organization  attending  the  event. 
Send  the  balance  to  the  TG  Fund’s  March  for  Gender  Rights’ 
Select  Initiative. 

Let’s  make  this  march  a transgender  milestone — an  event 
with  purpose,  pride,  and  promise.  We  have  a choice  of  making 
a statement  or  a STATEMENT.  With  your  help  and  support,  we 
indeed  will  be  heard. 


WHY  WASHINGTON? 


Some  seven  years  ago.  when  100-plus  transsexual  and  transgendered  activists 
assembled  on  the  steps  of  the  U.S.  Capitol  the  transgender  community  was  shocked 
and  surprised  by  what  was  transpiring.  Most  of  us  had  never  even  imagined  we 
would  be  able  to  lobby  in  Washington,  or  that  we  would  be  treated  with  respect  in 
senators’  and  representatives’  offices  if  we  did.  And  yet  there  we  were,  lobbying  en 
masse! 

Now  it's  2002.  Transgender  lobbyists  work  Capitol  Hill  every  spring,  with 
surprising  success.  GenderPAC  has  offices  in  D.C..  and  is  well  on  the  way  to  a 
$1 M budget.  Transgender  inclusion,  or  the  lack  thereof,  has  become  a serious 
topic  of  concern  for  the  Employment  Nondiscrimination  and  Hate  Crimes  acts. 

Comes  now  a proposal  for  a transgender  march  for  gender  rights — to  be 
held,  according  to  rumor,  in  Washington — in  the  style  of  of  the  1963  Civil  Rights 
March  of  1963  (250.000  attendees),  the  Millennium  March  for  GLBT  Civil  Rights 
(200.000  attendees),  and  the  Million  Man  March  of  1995  (875.000).  Some  time  in  the 
next  two  years  we  can  expect  vast  numbers  of  transgendered  and  transsexual 
people  and  their  advocates  to  assemble  in  Washington,  filling  the  National  Mall 
beyond  its  capacity,  choking  the  Metro,  creating  traffic  jams,  and  overflowing 
hotels  from  Richmond  to  Baltimore. 

One  can  only  hope. 

The  largest  North  American  transgender  event  to  date  was  Southern 
Comfort  2000.  with  about  800  attendees.  While  the  upcoming  GenderPAC  and 
Southern  Comfort  conferences  may  yield  slightly  higher  numbers,  there  is 
nothing  to  suggest  the  March  for  Transgender  Rights  will  draw  a crowd  much 
larger.  A thousand  or  so  people  would  be  invisible  in  the  immensity  of  the  National 
Mall.  Pah!  The  Mall  spits  on  a thousand  people!  The  Mall  spits  on  ten  thousand! 

It  will  take  several  hundred  thousand  attendees  to  have  an  impact  in 
Washington  D.C..  to  get  us  noticed,  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  media  or  our 
elected  officials.  The  organizers  of  the  march  cannot  possibly  expect  to  get 
such  numbers. 

The  true  significance  of  the  first  transgender  lobby  day  was  not  what  it 
accomplished  externally,  but  what  it  meant  to  the  community.  It  gave  us  pride,  a 
sense  of  what  was  possible,  the  March  for  Gender  Rights  has  the  potential  to 
build  upon  that  pride.  If  the  organizers  are  smart,  they'll  elect  not  to  have  the 
march  in  Washington.  D.C..  where  it  will  have  zero  impact  outside  of  our  own 
community,  but  in  a place  where  a thousand  people  will  fill  the  streets  and 
frighten  the  horses. 

Might  we  suggest  Provincetown  or  Key  West? 
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AND  THAT’S  THE  WAY  IT  IS! 

by  Monica  F.  Helms 


This  April.  1 felt  privileged  to  attend  my 
first  1FGE  convention.  I had  fun.  and 
made  new  friends.  The  awards  ceremonies 
brought  tears  to  my  eyes,  while  the  work- 
shops and  panels  informed  and  delighted  me. 

But  in  spite  of  all  this,  there  is  one  evening 
that  will  forever  live  in  infamy.  I call  it  The 
Night  of  a Thousand  Ribs. 

The  evening  started  innocently  enough, 
when  Dallas  suggested  that  a group  go  out  to 
dinner.  Being  the  big-time  editor  of  an  inter- 
nationally famous  magazine  empire,  several 
people  wanted  to  go  just  so  they  could  bask 
in  her  glory.  However,  the  evening  took  a decidedly  evil  turn 
when  fellow  Tapestry  columnist  Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert  suggest- 
ed we  go  to  a rib  joint.  Dallas  endorsed  the  idea,  even  though 
several  of  us  had  long  since  given  up  red  meat.  Being  that 
Dallas  wanted  to  go,  the  others  agreed  just  so  they  could  be 
with  her.  Holly  Boswell  and  Zantui  Rose  opted  not  to  attend, 
sparing  themselves  from  the  carnage  we  would  soon  witness.  1 
received  an  invitation  to  join  Dallas’  group  only  because  1 had 
my  car  there  at  the  convention  and  could  help  in  the  trans- 
portation. [...  and  because  we  thought  we  could  get  you  to  pick 
up  the  tab — Ed.] 

I followed  Dallas'  twists  and  turns  through  the  streets  of 
Nashville.  She  drove  as  if  she  were  being  chased  by  an  FBI 
assault  team.  [You  didn't  see  them? — Ed.]  Then,  we  arrived  at 
Corky's,  Nashville's  Pork  Palace.  If  there  is  such  a place  as 
“Kosher  Hell,”  Corky’s  could  qualify.  In  fact,  one  of  our 
group — Holly  Devor,  a semi-kosher  vegetarian — told  me  she 
felt  as  if  the  room  had  spun  when  we  walked  in. 

Six  of  us  were  in  attendance.  Considering  the  others  at  the 
table.  I felt  educationally  inadequate.  There  was  DOCTOR 
Miqqi  Gilbert.  DOCTOR  Holly  Devor.  DOCTOR  Sandra  Cole, 
and  DOCTOR  Ann  Bolin,  and  Dallas,  who  only  recently 
retired  her  license  to  practice  psychology.  Heck,  there  were 
more  degrees  at  that  table  than  you  could  find  on  a thermome- 
ter. And  then  there  was  me,  with  my  cute,  little  twin  “AA’s” 
(Please  do  not  confuse  them  with  batteries  or  what  one  stuffs  in 
a training  bra! ). 

We  laughed,  we  talked — and  then  dinner  arrived.  Ann  and 
Sandra  had  the  barbecue  chicken  sans  barbecue  sauce  (which 
caused  the  server  to  look  at  them  as  if  they  had  taken  leave  of 
their  senses)  and  Holly  constructed  a good,  non-meat  meal 


from  side  dishes  [not  an  easy  task — most  of 
the  sides  and  salads  had  pork  in  them — 
Ed.].  Dallas  gave  me  a modest  cost  limit  for 
my  meal,  which  allowed  me  to  order  a 
small  dinner  salad  and  a glass  of  water, 
with  no  refills.  She  said  she  was  looking 
out  for  my  health.  What  a sweet  boss. 

Then  we  heard  trumpets,  as  they 
brought  out  Dallas  and  Miqqi’s  orders. 
They  picked  The  Rib  Cage  Special.  Every 
bone  found  in  a pig's  abdomen  sat  on  their 
plates.  They  had  enough  meat  to  feed  a 
small  Bolivian  village  for  two  weeks.  The 
rest  of  us  sat  in  awe,  while  the  two  carnivores  tore  into  their  kill 
as  if  it  were  their  last  meal.  It  reminded  me  of  an  episode  from 
“Wild  Kingdom,”  the  one  where  a mountain  lion  brings  down 
a slow-moving  desert  javalina.  Too  bad  Marlin  Perkins  could 
not  have  been  around  to  record  this  special  moment  in  natural 
history.  However,  I can  tell  my  grandchildren,  “I  was  there.” 

Yes,  my  first  IFGE  convention  will  always  remain  a gold- 
en memory  in  my  life.  But  it  will  be  a memory  sadly  drenched 
in  Corky’s  barbecue  sauce. 

[Gentle  reader,  it  was  Miqqi — Miqqi,  I tell  you!  who  wanted 
ribs.  Your  editor  would  have  been  happy  with  vichyssoise  or  a 
watercress  sandwich — but  when  in  Rome...  Ed.  \ 

BACK  TO  OZ 

Welcome  to  Kansas. ..again.  The  Sunflower  State  was  back 
in  the  transgender  news,  when  on  March  15 — the  Ides  of 
March  we  were  told  to  beware — the  Kansas  Supreme  Court 
Jesters  ruled  that  the  marriage  between  J'Noel  Gardiner  and 
her  late  husband,  Marshall  Gardiner,  was  invalid.  Even  though 
J'Noel  had  been  post-op  for  four  years  and  had  had  her  birth 
certificate  changed  in  Wisconsin,  the  court  ruled  that  for  the 
purpose  of  marriage  in  Kansas,  she  remained  a male. 

When  the  news  hit  the  airwaves,  the  transgender  community 
was  enraged.  In  a press  release,  NTAC  Board  Chair  Yosenio 
Lewis  remarked,  “It  absolutely  defies  logic,  that  the  very  same 
state  that  created  law  which  allowed  for  the  issuance  of  a valid 
marriage  certificate  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardiner  [would]  later  deter- 
mine that  their  own  state  procedures  for  marriage  could  be 
deemed  invalid!  Judge  Allegrucci  and  the  other  justices  have 
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invalidated  their  own  procedures,  their 
own  laws.”  [ See  “ The  Community  Speaks 
Out ” on  Page  IS  for  quotes  from  other 
transgendered  people — Ed.  ] 

I can  hear  singing  coming  from  the 
Kansas  Supreme  Court  Building.  “If  I 
only  had  a brain!”  By  ignoring  modem 
science  and  current  decisions,  the  cow- 
ardly lions  of  the  KSSC  overturned  the 
sanctity  of  heterosexual  marriages, 
destroyed  the  “full  faith  and  credit” 
requirements  set  forth  in  the  United 
States  Constitution,  and  opened  the  door 
to  same-sex  marriages  in  Kansas.  Post-op 
male-to-female  transsexuals  can  now 
legally  marry  their  lesbian  partners,  and 
post-op  female-to-male  transsexuals  can 
legally  marry  their  gay  male  partners  in 
Kansas.  Rice  will  soon  become  a rare 
commodity  in  the  Wheat  State. 

Kansas’  denial  of  the  full  faith  cred- 
it requirements  sets  in  motion  the  possi- 
bility of  states  not  recognizing  marriage 
and  driver’s  licenses,  birth  certificates, 
adoption  papers,  divorce  decrees,  name 
change  papers  and  any  other  legal  docu- 
ments issued  by  other  states. 

Attorneys  for  J'Noel  have  decided  to 
take  the  issue  to  the  Supreme  Court.  Let's 
hope  the  case  will  be  heard,  and  not 
tossed  aside  like  the  Supreme  Court  has 
done  with  other  transgender-related  cases. 

This  time,  the  Yellow  Brick  Road 
leads  to  the  Emerald  City  known  as 
Washington,  D.C.  By  then,  the  Wicked 
Witch  of  the  White  House  will  have 
added  a few  more  of  his  Flying  Monkeys 
to  the  Supreme  Court  bench.  Let’s  pray 
for  rain  before  that  happens. 

“I'm  melting!” 

ONE  CITY  AT  A TIME 

It  has  been  one  hell  of  an  impressive 
year  so  far,  as  far  as  transgender  rights 
go.  Between  February  28  and  May  16,  a 
record  five  cities  and  one  county  passed 
anti-discrimination  bills  protecting 
people  based  on  gender  expression 
and/or  gender  identity.  These  six  juris- 
dictions have  a combined  population 
total  of  more  than  eleven  million  people, 
nearly  doubling  the  number  of  Americans 
living  in  areas  covering  this  form  of 
anti-discrimination  protection. 

Erie  County,  PA  started  this  trend  on 
February  28.  The  Erie  County  Council 
passed  a measure  which  includes  both 
sexual  orientation  and  gender  identity  by 


a 6:1  vote.  Pennsylvania  activists 
expressed  their  elation  when  Erie  Co. 
joined  York,  Pittsburgh,  and  Harrisburg 
in  their  state  in  protecting  transgender 
citizens.  A month  later,  on  April  3,  the 
Pennsylvania  activists  had  another  reason 
to  celebrate,  when  Allentown  passed  a 
similar  law  by  a 5:2  margin.  But  wait! 
Those  hard-working  people  in 
Pennsylvania  weren’t  through  yet.  On 
May  16.  they  added  the  Crown  Jewel  of 
their  state.  Philadelphia,  with  its  1.5 
million  citizens,  passed  an  anti-discrimi- 
nation bill  by  a 15:2  vote. 

With  the  largest  population  centers 
in  Pennsylvania  now  protected,  the  next 
step  would  be  to  extend  coverage  to  the 
rest  of  the  Keystone  State.  After  that  is 
done,  I understand  the  activists  will 
become  “hired  guns,”  providing  their 
services  to  other  states  in  need.  I think 
they  need  to  work  on  Kansas  first. 

Pennsylvania  didn’t  hog  all  the  glory 
during  these  past  few  months.  Just  down 
the  street,  in  the  Big  Apple,  people  were 
working  hard  to  gain  protections  for  their 
transgendered  citizens.  According  to 
Paisley  Currah,  “Transgender  activists 
and  advocates  from  the  New  York 
Association  for  Gender  Rights  Advocacy, 
the  Transgender  Law  and  Policy 
Institute,  the  New  York  State  Trans- 
gender Coalition,  City  Council  Members 
Margarita  Lopez,  Bill  Perkins,  Christine 
Quinn,  and  Phil  Reed  have  been  working 
together  for  the  past  three  years  to  ensure 
that  transgender  people  are  protected 
under  the  city’s  non-discrimination  law.” 

In  a passionate  plea  in  front  of  the  City 
Council’s  General  Welfare  Committee, 
Carrie  Davis,  a counselor  at  the  Gender 
Identity  Project  of  the  LGBT  Community 
Center,  said,  “I  have  been  denied  jobs.  I 
have  been  denied  housing.  I have  been 
denied  services.  I have  been  harassed  and 
abused.  I have  been  beaten  and  raped,  and  I 
have  had  my  children  taken  away  from 
me.”  [See  the  entire  speech,  which 
accompanies  this  column.  I cried  when  I 
read  it — MFH  \ 

On  April  23,  the  New  York  City 
Council’s  General  Welfare  Committee 
voted  7:1  to  send  the  bill  to  the  full 
Council  for  a vote.  The  next  day,  the  full 
City  Council  voted  45:5  to  add  gender 
expression  and  gender  identity  to  the 
city’s  anti-discrimination  bill.  On  April 
30,  2002,  Mayor  Michael  Bloomberg 
signed  the  bill  into  law.  This  is  a major 


victory  for  all  transgendered  people  in 
the  U.S. 

The  East  Coast  people  didn't  have 
all  the  fun.  On  the  very  day  the  New  York 
City  Council’s  General  Welfare 
Committee  voted  to  send  their  bill  to  the 
full  Council,  the  Tacoma  City  Council 
voted  8:1  to  ban  discrimination  based  on 
sexual  orientation  and  gender  identity. 
The  vote  brought  dozens  in  the  audience 
to  their  feet  in  applause.  Tacoma  joined 
Washington  State  cities  Seattle  and 
Spokane,  which  have  similar  laws. 

Finally,  in  a surprise  last-minute 
move,  the  transgender  community  of 
Dallas,  TX  complained  that  a proposed 
city  ordinance’s  original  language  left  out 
transgendered  people.  Mayor  Laura 
Miller  helped  revise  the  language  in 
order  to  cover  the  transgender  population 
of  the  “Big  D.”  Instead  of  adding  a new 
category  in  the  proposed  bill,  the  defini- 
tion of  sexual  orientation  was  changed  to 
read,  "an  individual’s  real  or  perceived 
orientation  as  heterosexual,  homosexual, 
or  bisexual  or  an  individual’s  real  or  per- 
ceived gender  identity.” 

Experts  agree  this  is  not  the  best  lan- 
guage available  and  will  not  cover  all 
possible  situations,  but  it  is  good  lan- 
guage, and  the  first  for  any  city  in  Texas 
to  enact  an  anti-discrimination  ordinance 
protecting  transgendered  people  in  the 
private  sector.  Houston  has  a bill  protect- 
ing their  transgendered  city  employees. 

The  City  Council  of  Dallas  passed 
the  bill  on  May  8,  2002  by  a vote  of  13:2. 
If  everything  in  Texas  is  considered  big, 
then  you  can  say  this  is  VERY  BIG. 

In  all  this  excitement,  I can  hardly 
catch  my  breath.  One  wonders — who 
will  be  next?  Every  time  I hear  another 
city  has  passed  one  of  these  bills,  the 
Queen  song,  “Another  One  Bites  the 
Dust,”  comes  to  mind.  More  than  ten  per- 
cent of  the  American  population  now 
lives  in  a jurisdiction  that  covers  protec- 
tion for  their  transgendered  citizens. 
Ninety  percent  to  go! 

These  events  leads  me  to  wonder  how 
the  Human  Rights  Campaign  can  continue 
to  claim  elected  officials  don’t  have  the 
capability  of  understanding  anti-discrimi- 
nation protection  for  transgendered  peo- 
ple. In  the  six  jurisdictions,  the  total  vote 
count  comes  to  92  in  favor  and  13  against. 
If  this  past  two-and-a-half  months  has 
taught  us  anything,  it  is  that  our  educa- 
tional efforts  over  the  last  15  years  are 
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Testimony  by  Carrie  Davis 
to  the  New  York  City  Council, 

23  April,  2002 

j 

I'd  like  to  take  a few  minutes  today  to  speak  to  the  New 
York  City  Council  as  an  advocate  for  our  communities 
through  my  role  as  a counselor  at  the  Gender  Identity  Project 
at  the  Lesbian.  Gay,  Bisexual  and  Transgender  Community 
Center.  1 am  also  speaking  in  my  role  as  a founding  director  for 
the  New  York  Association  for  Gender  Rights  Advocacy  and  a 
director  for  the  International  Foundation  for  Gender 
Education.  But.  most  importantly,  today  I am  speaking  as  a 
woman  of  transsexual  experience. 

Many  people  feel  it  is  their  privilege  to  judge  me  on  my 
appearance.  Like  most  transpeople,  my  body  seems  to  be  a 
political  act.  This  not  because  of  my  sexual  orientation.  This  is 
because  of  the  way  I look  and  because  of  who  I am  seen  as. 

In  this  process,  I have  strug- 
gled to  maintain  my  identity. 

Because  of  that  process,  I have 
been  denied  jobs.  I have  been 
denied  housing.  I have  been  denied 
services.  I have  been  harassed  and 
abused.  I have  been  beaten  and 
raped,  and  I have  had  my  children 
taken  from  me. 

Every  day,  I work  with 
organizations  that  process 
statistics.  These  indicate  that 
nearly  two-thirds  of  all  transpeople 
are  victims  of  discrimination  and 
that  transpeople  are  15  times  more 
likely  to  be  murdered  than  non- 
transpeople. Yet  the  random  hardship,  terror  and  violence  that 
many  transpeople  experience  on  a daily  basis,  is  also  used 
against  our  communities.  It  is  used  to  routinely  deny  trans- 
gender-identified  individuals  jobs,  services,  benefits, 
schooling  and  housing. 

Still,  I consider  myself  fortunate  to  be  able  to  be  here 
today.  Through  my  work,  I am  required  to  be  a spokes-trans  of 
some  sort.  It  has  become  my  job  to  be  an  out  woman  of  trans- 
sexual experience.  But  when  I am  beaten  and  raped  by 
someone  who  cannot  accept  the  fact  that  he  is  attracted  to  me; 
or  when  I am  hosed  down  with  water  on  the  street  by  youths 
washing  their  car;  or  when  I am  confronted,  pushed  and  shoved 
by  men  wandering  the  streets  on  a Saturday  night;  or 
surrounded  and  shouted  at  by  20  people  on  the  A train;  at  those 
moments,  my  status  as  a counselor  and  spokesperson  offers  no 
protection.  At  those  moments  I am  not  being  attacked  and 
abused  because  of  my  sexual  orientation.  At  those  moments,  I 
am  subjected  to  that  terror  because  of  the  way  I look  and 
because  of  who  I am  seen  as. 

When,  for  nearly  two  years.  I was  denied  countless  job 
interviews  and  or  housing  by  real  estate  agents,  it  was  not 


because  of  my  sexual  orientation.  Instead  I was  refused  these 
basic  and  necessary  accommodations  because  of  the  way  I 
look  and  because  of  who  I am  seen  as. 

And  when  I am  denied  physical  access  to  my  two  children. 
I am  not  being  denied  this  simple  and  basic  parental  right 
because  it  is  in  my  children's  best  interest.  I don't  endure  this 
loss  because  of  my  sexual  orientation.  I have  had  my  children 
taken  from  me  because  of  the  way  I look  and  because  of  who 
I am  seen  as. 

That  part  of  me  that  contributes  and  nurtures  is 
continually  erased  and  obstructed.  Still.  I cannot  see  how  it  is 
in  anyone’s  best  interest  that  the  complex  components  that 
make  me  who  I am  are  suppressed  and  obscured  by  a society 

that  prefers  more  simple  oppres- 
sions and  expressions.  And  I can- 
not see  how  it  is  in  anyone’s  best 
interest  to  deny  that  transgender 
employees,  lovers,  spouses,  and 
parents  exist.  And  none  of  this 
will,  in  fact,  erase  the  reality  that 
we,  as  transpeople  do  exist,  that  we 
cannot  be  erased,  and  that  we  can 
touch  and  can  affect  those 
around  us. 

Still,  the  result  is  plain  and 
obvious  to  those  that  look  and  are 
willing  to  listen.  The  politics  of 
attraction  and  power  will  always 
obscure  the  situations  of  those  that 
cannot  afford  to,  or  are  unable  to  speak  for  themselves. 

And  so  I,  and  my  brothers  and  sisters,  have  lost  most  of 
the  privilege  that  our  culture  claims  we  are  all  entitled  to. 
Instead  we  have  learned  to  be  afraid  to  change  jobs,  to  fall  in 
love,  to  take  the  subway,  to  go  into  different  neighborhoods,  to 
walk  to  the  store  and  to  go  to  the  emergency  room.  And  this 
fear  is  not  because  of  our  sexual  orientation.  We  are  afraid 
because  of  the  way  we  look  and  because  of  who  we  are  seen 
as.  We  are  afraid  because  we  are  seen,  and  identified,  as  trans- 
people. 

It  is  time  to  take  steps  to  end  this  oppression.  The 
legislation  being  discussed  today  is  a first  step  in  a long 
journey  toward  social  and  economic  justice  for  the  trans  and 
gender-different  communities.  Remember,  as  Lillian  Smith 
wrote,  “Our  right  to  be  different  is,  in  a deep  sense,  the  most 
precious  right  we  human  beings  have.” 

Thank  you. 

Carrie  Davis  is  a counselor  at  the  Gender  Identity  Project  of  the  New 
York  City  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual.  & Transgender  Community  Center. 
She  can  be  readied  by  e-mail  at  <carrie@gaycenter.org>. 


We  have  learned  to  be  afraid  to 
change  jobs,  to  fall  in  love,  to 
take  the  subway,  to  go  into 
different  neighborhoods,  to 
walk  to  the  store  and  to  go  to 
the  emergency  room.  And  this 
fear  is  not  because  of  our 
sexual  orientation.  We  are 
afraid  because  of  the  way  we 
look  and  because  of  who  we 
are  seen  as.  We  are  afraid 
because  we  are  seen,  and 
identified,  as  transpeople. 
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finally  paying  off.  Pay  attention,  HRC! 

It  is  a historical  time  for  our  commu- 
nity, and  we  should  feel  lucky  to  witness 
it.  Hang  on,  my  friends!  The  ride  ain't 
over,  yet! 

MONOPOLY’S  NEW 
"GO  TO  JAIL,  GET  A 
VAGINA  FOR  FREE”  CARD 

Robert  Kosilek,  a.k.a.  Michelle,  sits 
in  a Boston  prison,  serving  a life  sentence 
for  strangling  his  wife.  Michelle  has 
identified  as  being  transsexual  since 
being  sent  to  prison.  While  in  prison,  he 
filed  a lawsuit  claiming  the  Corrections 
Department  is  violating  his  civil  rights 
and  subjecting  him  to  cruel  and  unusual 
punishment  by  refusing  to  provide  treat- 
ment for  his  gender  identity  disorder.  He 
said  he  suffers  continuous  depression, 
anxiety,  and  a high  level  of  stress  as  a 
result  of  being  denied  treatment. 

In  the  lawsuit,  Kosilek  says,  “The  uni- 
versal prescribed  treatment  involves  psy- 
chotherapy, hormone  therapy,  and  surgical 
correction  of  the  offending  genitalia.” 

Few  would  feel  transsexual  inmates 
shouldn’t  be  given  proper  psychotherapy 
and  hormone  treatment  if  they  had  been 
receiving  it  since  before  being  arrested. 
However,  our  community’s  feelings  tend  to 
split  on  providing  the  same  services  for 
someone  after  they  have  been  sent  to  prison, 
especially  when  it  involves  having  the  state 
pay  for  sex  reassignment  surgery. 

In  an  eloquent  commentary  on  this 
subject,  found  in  the  March  10,  2002 
issue  of  Anne  Vitale’s  newsletter,  Juli 
Goins  of  Minnesota  writes,  “To  be  frank, 
I don’t  have  a problem  with  referring  to 
Kosilek  as  Michelle,  his  preferred — and 
now  legal — name.  However,  my  toler- 
ance for  him  as  a first-degree  murderer 
goes  no  further.  In  this  severe  an  offense, 
deferring  to  feminine  pronouns  with 
Kosilek  is  pretty  insulting  to  both  natal 
and  transsexual  women,  and  by  exten- 
sion, any  law-abiding  crossdresser  who 
prefers  to  be  recognized  in  the  feminine 
voice.”  She  goes  on  to  say,  “But  simply 
put,  his  plea  for  free  surgery  is  bad  pub- 
lic relations  for  an  embattled  and  heavily 
marginalized  gender  community." 

I have  to  agree  with  Juli  on  this  mat- 
ter. There  are  many  pre-op  transsexuals, 
living  near  or  below  the  poverty  level, 
who  are  far  more  deserving  of  free  SRS 


than  a convicted  murderer  in  a Boston 
prison.  If  any  state  decided  to  give  into 
this  kind  of  lawsuit,  what  message  would 
it  send  to  those  desperate  individuals  who 
would  see  that  the  only  way  they  could 
ever  get  surgery  is  to  commit  a violent 
crime?  Maybe  it’s  time  for  the  top  SRS 
surgeons  to  begin  to  consider  the  concept 
of  pro-bono  surgeries.  The  problem 
would  lie  in  how  to  choose  among  the 
thousands  of  pre-op  transsexuals  wanting 
the  procedure?  There  is  no  perfect  answer 
in  this  imperfect  world. 

"SISTERS”  TAKE 
TO  THE  AIR 

In  March  of  this  year,  working  on  a 
non-existent  budget,  Becky  Juro  and 
Marti  Abernathy  premiered  their  talk- 
show  brainchild,  “Trans-Sister  Radio,” 
on  the  airwaves  of  cyberspace  at 
<http://www.  trans-sisterradio.  com>. 

They  first  started  with  the  not-so- 
reliable  Paltalk  audio  chat.  However, 
they  quickly  found  it  didn’t  provide  them 
with  the  quality  they  had  envisioned. 
After  several  weeks,  they  installed  a 
phone  system  to  provide  them  the  neces- 
sary quality,  all  with  their  own  funding. 
As  of  May,  they  still  haven't  been  able  to 
figure  out  how  to 
offset  the  phone 
costs  for  their 
weekly  show.  In 
time,  all  of  these 
hurdles  will  be 
overcome. 

I have  to 
commend  these 
two  women  for 
taking  on  this 
enormous  project 
and  succeeding 
where  others 
would  have  given 
up.  Add  to  the  fact 
that  Becky  lives 
in  New  Jersey  and 
Marti  lives  in 
Indiana,  and  you 
can  see  the  extra 
burden  this  adds 
to  their  daunting 
undertaking. 

There  are  only  a 
few  other  shows 
like  Trans-Sister 
Radio  across  the 


country,  the  best-known  being 
GenderTalk,  with  Gordene  MacKenzie 
and  Nancy  Nangeroni.  In  May,  Becky 
and  Marti  had  the  pleasure  of  actually 
turn  the  tables  on  Nancy  and  Gordene,  by 
having  them  as  quests  on  their  show. 
“The  student  now  becomes  the  master, 
Obi-Wan.” 

Okay,  okay!  I admit  it!  They  had  me 
as  a guest  one  time!  There!  I said  it! 
This  is  my  “pay-back”  piece  for  them. 
Okay?  Besides,  I was  their  guest  because 
I have  an  ego  that  needs  constant 
stroking.  Why  do  you  think  I write  this 
column?  Actually,  I’m  an  indentured 
servant  Dallas  bought  on  eBay  for  an 
autographed  copy  of  Read  My  Lips , 
and  a pair  of  worn  and  soiled  tennis  shoes 
once  owned  by  Renee  Richards.  To  this 
day,  Dallas  reminds  me  of  her  having 
to  give  up  those  tennis  shoes — yet  she 
fails  to  mention  how  ripe  they  had 
become  over  the  years. 

Nevertheless,  I would  like  to  thank 
Marti  and  Becky  for  providing  this  great 
service  for  our  community.  Until  next 
time,  my  trans-sisters. 


Plane  Ellaborn  LICSW 

Gender  Specialist 

• Psychotherapy  for  crossdressers, 
transsexuals,  their  partners  and  families 

• Over  20  years  experience 

• Individual,  couple,  family  and 
group  therapy 

• Evaluation  for  hormones  and  referral 
to  medical  and  supportive  resources 

• Long-distance  gender  consultations 
and  therapy  available  hy  phone 

• Located  in  Framingham,  MA 

• MasterCard  and  Visa  now  accepted 

508-788-5406 
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by  Monica  F.  Helms 


The  Kansas  Supreme  Court  decision  on 
March  15.  2002  in  “In  re  Estate  of 
Gardiner"  sent  a shock  wave  through  our 
community  that  nr  had  not  experienced  since 
the  Supreme  Court  turned  down  Christie  Lee 
Littleton's  case,  the  firing  of  Dana  Rivers,  or 
the  Minnesota  court  case  of  Juli  Goins.  The 
transgender  community'  has  become  used  to 
sening  as  society’s  sparing  partner,  bobbing 
and  weaving  to  avoid  solid  contact,  but  it  still 
stings  when  they  land  a strong  left  hook  that 
sends  us  to  canvas.  How  can  anyone  blame  us 
when  we  respond  to  these  emotional  defeats? 

In  true  transgender  fashion,  our  response 
comes  in  the  form  of  words,  pouring  out  our 
emotions  on  the  computer  screen  before  us: 

"Until  more  transgenders  come  OUT, 
get  politically  active,  and  FIGHT, 
FIGHT.  FIGHT  for  their  dignity,  more 
of  this  so-called  Christian,  religiously 
based  legal-drivel  will  emerge.  SURE- 
LY WE  DON'T  THINK  THE  BIGOTS 
ARE  GOING  TO  JUST  BE  NICE  AND 
GIVE  US  OUR  RIGHTS  BECAUSE 
WE  SAY  PLEASE!  I suggest  we  take 
the  STUPID  AND  OUTDATED  Kansas 
Supreme  Court  ruling  and  shove  it  down 
their  throats!  How?  I hope  transgen- 
dered  women  and  their  lesbian  lovers 
and  transgendered  men  and  their  gay 
lovers  will  go  to  Kansas — with  full 
media  attention — and  get  legally  mar- 
ried the  same  way  we  did  it  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas.” 

— Phyllis  Randolph  Frye 
a.k.a.  the  Phyllabuster 
<http://transgenderlegal.com> 


"There  are  those  who  demand  absolutes 
when  it  comes  to  gender,  especially  in 
marriage.  They  have  now  realized  that 
we  are  the  chink  in  the  armor  of  gender 
absolutism.  Thus,  we  have  a trend 
developing,  first  with  Littleton  and  now 
w ith  Gardiner,  of  dissolving  previously 
legal  marriages.  We’ve  gotten  the  atten- 
tion of  the  absolutists  (they’ve  sent  the 
first  shot  across  the  bows),  and  we’re 
now  firmly  in  their  crosshairs.” 

—Vanessa  Edwards  Foster 
Vice  Chair  & Media  Director,  NTAC, 
Assistant  Director.  TGAIN 
(Texas  Gender  Advocacy  & 
Information  Network) 

"The  transgender  community  is  in  des- 
perate need  of  a democratic  and  disci- 
plined movement  of  persons  who  will 
not  only  fight  for  our  rights,  but  defend 
everyone’s  civil  rights.  We  are  facing 
organized  opposition  from  the  Christian 
Right,  which  not  only  wishes  to  deny  us 
our  rights,  but  seeks  to  roll  back  civil 
rights  legislation  in  all  areas  of  life  in 
America.  In  order  to  successfully  defend 
ourselves,  we  MUST  work  with  civil 
rights  and  civil  liberties  groups  fighting 
the  conservative  agenda.  Membership 
organizations  without  some  semblance 
of  discipline  will  not  achieve  this  goal. 
We  need  an  organized  cadre  of  activists 
willing  and  able  to  get  tranz  inclusion  in 
all  areas  of  the  civil  rights  fight.” 

—Marina  Brown,  STAR, 
NYTG  COALITION, 
Transsexual  Avengers 

"The  case  presents  a 
blatant  denial  of 

equality,  an  offensive 
misreading  of  current 
medical  and  psycho- 
logical understanding, 
and  an  abuse  of  the 
legal  system.  From  a 
place  of  balanced 
appeal,  the  court 


turned  into  a platform  for  outdated 
social,  religious  and  scientific  judgment. 
This  individual  decision  must  be 
changed. 

"The  case,  with  all  its  frustration  and 
pain,  does  mark  another  step  in  the  his- 
torical development  of  our  place  in  the 
wider  world.  Other  groups  before  us 
have  gone  the  same  way,  from  invisibili- 
ty, violent  denial,  and  a few  strong  voic- 
es, on  through  struggle  and  debate  to 
become  a recognized  part  of  society.  In 
their  progress  toward  understanding  and 
equality,  they  have  gone  to  the  streets,  the 
media,  the  courts,  the  legislatures,  and  the 
people.  It  should  not  have  to  be  this  way. 
Too  many  good  people  are  hurt  along  the 
way.  But  it  is  the  history  of  progressive 
social  movement  across  Western  cultural 
history,  and  it  seems  to  be  our  path  as 
well.  So,  we  will  take  it,  and  we  will  win. 

“I  mourn  for  the  injustice,  and  cheer 
for  the  ongoing  struggle.” 

— Marsha  C.  Botzer,  NGLTF,  founder, 
Ingersoll  Gender  Center 

“We  are  particularly  mindful  of  the 
Gardiner  decision  here  in  Florida  because 
we  have  been  so  involved  in  the  Kantaras 
vs.  Kantaras  trial.  While  we  are  disap- 
pointed at  the  politically  driven  judicial 
ruling  in  Kansas,  we  remain  optimistic 
that  the  legal  faults  of  the  Gardiner  deci- 
sion can  be  used  as  windows  of  education 
to  avoid  a similar  ruling  here.” 

— Jessica  Archer 
Director  of  Florida’s  gender  advocacy 
organization,  FORGE 

“Today  in  the  United  States  of 
America  the  status  of  transgendered  per- 
son living  full-time,  (whether]  post-op 
or  pre-op,  is  pond  scum.  When  it  comes 
to  money,  we  are  aliens  from  another 
planet  who  are  not  welcome.  Yes,  we 
need  to  be  who  we  are,  not  what  we  are, 
and  treated  as  individuals.  The  transgen- 
der community  is  still  in  the  closet  and 
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not  willing  to  come  out.  We,  the  pond 
scum,  are  responsible  for  our  own  state 
of  affairs.  We  need  to  move  past  our  per- 
sonal issues  and  become  involved  in  our 
community  issues.  We  do  not  have  to 
come  out  of  the  closet  to  do  this. 
Financially  supporting  our  community 
and  voting  for  transgendered  friendly 
officials  are  paths  all  of  us  can  take.” 

— Yvonne  Cook- Riley.  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  International 
Foundation  for  Gender  Education, 
founder  and  life  member.  IXE  of 
Indiana  1985 

“It’s  ironic  that  the  men  on  the  Texas  and 
Kansas  Courts  wore  dresses  while  deny- 
ing justice  to  Christie  Littleton  and 
J’Noel  Gardiner  for  daring  to  do  the 
same — and  even  more  ironic  that  they’ve 
just  realized  the  Radical  Right’s  worst 
nightmare — for  if  transsexual  women 
can't  marry  men.  guess  who  they’re 
gonna  marry?  That’s  right,  women.  Same 
sex  marriage  realized.” 

— Dallas  Denny,  Secretary,  Gender 
Education  & Advocacy,  Editor  of 
Transgender  Tapestry 

“I  feel  the  harm  from  the  J’Noel 
Gardiner  decision  against  her  (and  our 
community)  is  more  serious  than  it 
would  be  on  its  own  merits  alone,  due  to 
fact  that  it  only  adds  to  the  weight  of  the 
already  negative  decisions  in  prior  cases. 
The  Kansas  Supreme  Court  lists  all  these 
previous  cases  in  making  its  own  deci- 
sion, along  with  the  laws  of  the  state  of 
Kansas.  Should  Michael  Kantares,  a 
female-to-male  transsexual,  lose  his  case 
involving  child  custody  in  the  Florida 
court,  it  will  only  add  to  the  fire.” 

— Jane  Newman.  Topeka,  Kansas,  an 
older  transsexual  educator  and 
consultant.  PFLAG  Transgender 
Coordinator  for  the  states  of  Kansas, 
Missouri,  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas 

“My  reaction  to  the  Kansas  Court 
of  Appeals’  decision  in  the  matter  of 
J’Noel  Gardiner  vs.  J.  Gardiner  was  far 
emotional  then  1 had  anticipated.  I actu- 
ally felt  nauseated  for  a few  moments.  I 
was  dumbstruck  by  the  idiocy  of  the 
reasoning  behind  it.  Yet  in  hindsight, 
I'm  not  really  surprised.  It’s  a shame  a 
nation  that  is  supposed  to  be  free  of 
religious  intolerance  allows  courts  in 
such  places  as  Florida,  Texas,  and 


Kansas  to  play  such  a large  role  in  lim- 
iting the  rights  of  gender-variant  indi- 
viduals based  on  religious  grounds. 
Gender-variant  American  citizens  and 
those  that  love  them  surely  have  the 
right  to  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness.  And,  to  the  best  of  my 
understanding,  gender-variant  people 
surely  deserve  equal  protection  under 
the  Equal  Protection  Clause  of  the  14th 
amendment  of  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

So...  who  can  we  marry?  Can  we 
marry  at  all?  Will  it  matter  even  if  we 
do  get  legal  permission  to  marry?  What 
bathroom  can  we  use?  Is  this  really 
America?  With  such  shortsighted 
understanding  of  the  realities  of  life,  no 
wonder  the  United  States  is  at  war  with 
the  rest  of  the  world.” 

— Anne  Vitale  Ph.D. 

“I  think  that  some  crossdressers  don’t 
believe  decisions  such  as  that  of  the 
Kansas  Supreme  Court  in  In  re  Gardiner 
are  of  importance  to  them.  Rest 
assured,  however,  that  they  are.  The 
leading  American  decision  on  the 
unconstitutionality  of  anti-crossdress- 
ing laws,  the  1978  Illinois  Supreme 
Court’s  opinion  in  City  of  Chicago  v. 
Wilson,  was  based  in  significant  part  on 
the  existence  of  that  state’s  birth  certifi- 
cate-change statute.  Janice  Ray- 
mondesque  anti-transsexual  lesbians 
conveniently  forget  that  the  same  laws 
which  persecuted  'men  in  dresses’  were 
also  used  to  persecute  ‘women  in 
pants.’  Crossdressers  should  not  forget 
that  at  least  some  of  the  legal  issues  of 
transsexuals  are  just  as  applicable  to 
crossdressers.  Don’t  forget  the  quote 
about  hanging  together.. .or  hanging 
separately.” 

— Katrina  Rose,  Esq. 

“With  respect  to  unfavorable  deci- 
sions such  as  those  in  the  Gardiner, 
Littleton,  and  Goins  cases,  I think  the 
message  to  prospective  transsexual  liti- 
gants is  that  we  have  to  do  a better  job 
justifying  our  existence.  Clearly,  judges 
who  rely  on  precedents  or  concepts  we 
view  as  outmoded  simply  do  not  per- 
ceive reality  the  same  as  we  do.  To 
them,  we  are  still  something  not  quite 
human,  or  at  best  we  are  damaged 
goods.  Whatever  transformations  we 
go  through  are  still  invisible  to  them 
and  our  experience  of  ourselves  and  of 


the  world  is  invalid  to  them.  I’m  not 
condoning  the  idea  of  begging  them  to 
legitimize  us,  but  somehow  we  have  to 
find  a way  to  extend  their  reality  to 
include  the  legitimacy  of  our  reality. 
Until  we  can  do  that,  we  will  remain 
outside  their  system,  and  their  justice 
will  not  extend  to  us  whenever  interpre- 
tations of  sex  and  gender  standards  are 
at  issue.  We  can  speak  our  own  truth 
until  we  are  blue  in  the  face,  but  it  won’t 
matter  unless  they  are  able  to  hear  us 
and  agree  that  our  truth  is  socially 
valid.’’ 

— Jamison  Green.  Chair,  Gender 
Education  & Advocacy 

“The  Supreme  Court  of  Kansas  opened 
a 55-gallon  can  of  worms  when  they 
decided  to  disregard  J’Noel’s  birth 
certificate  from  Wisconsin.  It  boggles 
my  mind  to  see  over  and  over  again 
how  the  U.S.  court  system  invalidates 
our  existence  because  of  bigotry  or 
stupidity.  Usually,  it’s  a combination 
of  both.  Rodney  Dangerfield  gets 
more  respect  then  we  do.” 

— Monica  F.  Helms,  Executive 
Director.  Trans=Action, 
Board  Member  SAGE  & NTAC, 
Columnist,  Transgender  Tapestry 


Dr.  A.S.  Nubel 

Psychotherapist 

Specialized  in  Treatment  of 
Gender  Identity  Disorders 
(TV/TS) 

Individuals 
Marriage  and  Family 
Groups 

683  Donald  Dr.  N 
Bridgewater,  NJ  08807 

908-722-9884 

fax:  908-722-0666 


Transgender  Tapestry  #99  • 19 


by  Nancy  Nangeroni 


Sancx  Nangeroni  w rote  the  follow  ing  in  response  to  Juli  Goins  ' letter  in  the  Vitale 
online  new  sletter. 

As  J'Noel  Gardiner  now  know's 
all  too  well,  it's  all  a lie.  The 
surgery  that  was  supposed  to  bring 
happiness,  that  was  supposed  to 
make  her  a real  woman,  the  surgery 
that  was  supposed  to  change  her  sex, 
didn't.  The  Supreme  Court  in 
Kansas,  following  the  lead  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  Texas,  has  now 
ruled  on  that  question,  and  they 
both  agree.  The  sex  that  was 
assigned  to  you  at  birth  is  your  sex, 
period.  No  ifs,  ands,  buts,  or 
changes. 

If  you  are  a transsexual  woman, 
you  may  not  marry  a non-transsexual 
man.  If  you  are  a transsexual  man,  you 
may  not  marry  a non-transsexual 
woman.  Of  course,  if  you're  a trans- 
sexual woman,  it’s  OK  to  marry  a 
woman,  and  likewise  with  men. 

Contrary  to  the  expectations  of  some 
people,  such  homogenderal  unions  have 
yet  to  discomfort  anyone  enough  to 
inspire  a legal  challenge  to  their  validity. 

Rather,  this  new  ruling  is  just  the  latest  in 
a series  of  defeats  on  this  issue, 
dating  all  the  way  back  to  1971  in  Corbett  vs.  Corbett,  the 
British  case  that  also  went  badly  for  the  transsexual  involved. 

The  Gardiner  ruling  has  some  very  serious  ramifications 
for  the  transgender  community.  It’s  only  a matter  of  time  before 
some  enterprising  attorney  or  business  owner  or  manager 
makes  the  argument  that,  since  a transsexual  woman  is  still 
legally  a man  according  to  the  supreme  court,  then  he  (the 
transsexual  woman,  who  is,  after  all,  a “man”)  must  use  the 
men’s  room.  After  all,  the  “proper"  assignment  of  transsexuals 
to  bathrooms  has  barely  begun  to  be  dealt  with  by  our  courts. 
This  new  ruling  could  prove  to  be  a serious  impediment  to 
access  by  transsexuals  to  their  bathrooms  of  choice. 

But  there’s  an  even  more  fundamental  issue  at  stake  here. 
If  there  is  no  sex  change,  then  there  are  no  transsexuals.  At 
least,  there  are  no  transsexuals  who  are  not  living  a lie,  or  at 
least  an  elaborate  self-deception.  In  the  view  promulgated  by 
this  ruling,  we  are  ail  just  a bunch  of  addle-brained  losers  who 
haven’t  enough  common  sense  to  know  that  “we  are  what  we 
are”  and  can't  change  the  simple  fact  of  our  sex  any  more  than 
we  can  change  our  height  or  our  race.  Sorry,  transsexuals, 
you're  just  a bunch  of  self-deluded  idiots.  That’s  what  the 


Kansas  Supreme  Court  told  us  on 
Friday.  March  15,  2002.  You  can’t 
change  your  sex.  Unless,  of 
course,  the  legislature  passes  a 
law  that  says  you  can. 

Interestingly,  the  Gardiner 
ruling  reflects  the  kind  of 
thinking  that  was  prevalent  about 
30-40  years  ago,  when 
doctors  claimed  to  be 
making  “good  citizens”  out  of 
transsexuals  by  performing 
the  surgery,  turning  those 
who  might  otherwise  be 
labeled  as  “deviant”  homo- 
sexuals into  apparent 
heterosexuals.  While  this 
most  recent  judgment  is 
opposite  in  effect,  the 
predominant  consideration  is  the 
same:  homophobia.  Back  then,  trans- 
sexuals were  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of 
defense  against  homosexual  visibility. 
Doctors  performed  the  social  service  of 
hiding  homosexuals  by  making  them  into 
women.  Today,  transsexuals  are  pawns  in 
the  struggle  to  defend  the  exclusive  hetero- 
sexuality of  marriage.  The  cause  is  once  again 
defense  of  ignorant  bigotry,  and  the  victim 
(among  others)  is  again  the  transsexual  or  visibly 
transgendered  person. 

Fortunately,  it  seems  clear  there  is  a rising  tide  of  public 
opinion  in  support  of  legitimating  gay  presence  in  our  culture. 
That  tide  seems  likely  to  sooner  or  later  overwhelm  the 
shrinking  islands  of  defenders  of  the  status  quo,  and  marriage 
(or  civil  union)  based  on  desire  and  commitment  rather  than  the 
shape  of  one’s  body  parts  should  eventually  become  an 
accepted  part  of  our  society.  When  that  happens,  then  the  issue 
of  whether  or  not  a person  has  had  genital  rearrangement  or  any 
other  surgery  will  become  moot,  at  least  with  respect  to 
marriage. 

However,  it  now  seems  clear  that  day  will  not  be  advanced 
by  a transsexual  test  case.  Rather,  it  will  happen  when  society 
as  a whole  legitimates  unions  based  on  spiritual  merit  without 
regard  for  physical  shapes.  Those  trans  persons  who  would  like 
to  see  the  courts  legitimate  a change  of  sex  would  do  well  to 
support  efforts  to  legitimate  gay  marriage.  As  a locus  of 
homophobic  resistance,  failure  to  create  change  there  impedes 
all  movement  towards  greater  respect  for  individual  difference, 
especially  with  regard  to  gender. 
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In  fact,  I write  this  as  one  who  has  contributed  little  to  that 
particular  struggle.  I have  long  regarded  the  institution  of 
marriage  as  suspect,  something  better  left  to  others.  But  maybe 
it’s  time  for  a rethinking  of  my  priorities.  Maybe  a more 
inclusive,  gay-friendly  concept  of  marriage  or  civil  union 
would  have  a significant  effect  on  the  institution.  Maybe, 
just  maybe,  gay-friendly  marriage  might  be  a more  tenable 
way  for  two  people  not  just  to  bind  themselves  to  one  another, 
but  to  celebrate  their  commitment  to  each  other  and  enjoy  the 
support  of  society  at  large  for  their  union  while  still  retaining 
their  love  and  respect  for,  and  most  importantly  their  interest 
in,  one  another. 

Even  if  gay  marriage  becomes  legitimate,  it  doesn't 
magically  rescue  transsexuals  from  legal  limbo.  But  by  making 
the  issue  moot  for  the  purposes  of  marriage  between  two 
people,  it  removes  a huge  obstacle  from  the  path  towards 
legitimating  sex  change.  Instead  of  being  pawns  in  the  struggle 
to  protect  a heterosexist  institution,  we  could  then  be  seen  in 
our  own  light,  rather  than  obscured  under  that  huge  shadow. 

Thanks  to  the  myopic  Gardiner  ruling,  though,  we  may  be 
facing  an  uphill  battle  for 
recognition  of  sex  change  across 
the  board.  At  the  very  least,  we 
will  need  to  buttress  the  gains 
we’ve  made  towards  respect  for 
transgenderism  and  trans- 
sexualism, and  rethink  the 
strategies  we  will  deploy  in 
moving  forward.  It’s  time  to  rally 
the  troops. 

I propose  that  we  start  with  the  surgeons  who  have  been 
making  out  like  bandits  by  doing  cash-up-front  surgery  on 
clients  too  desperate  to  complain.  Consider  Dr.  Stanley  Biber, 
who  has  for  many  years  been  bringing  in  over  $3  million  a year 
(by  the  conservative  estimate  of  300  surgeries/year  at  $10,000 
each)  performing  what  he  calls  “sex  change 
surgeries.”  Biber  is  considered  by  many  to  be  a good  friend  of 
the  transsexual  community,  and  indeed  he  has  advanced  the 
legitimacy  of  SRS  (not  to  mention  continuing  the  practice 
when  most  others  had  abandoned  it).  But  it’s  time  for  Biber 
and  all  the  other  SRS  scalpel  jockeys,  Schrang,  Meltzer, 
Menard,  Ousterhout,  and  so  many  more  to  let  their 
representatives  in  the  judicial  and  legislative  systems  know 
that  this  ruling  puts  in  jeopardy  their  business  (not  to  mention 
the  financial  health  of  the  town  of  Trinidad,  Colorado,  Biber's 
place  of  business).  If  there’s  no  possibility  of  legally  changing 
sex,  then  their  services  become  a lot  less  attractive  and  their 
business  will  suffer.  So  it’s  time  for  these  guys  to  let  their 
elected  representatives  know  that  this  kind  of  court  ruling  is 
bad  for  the  economic  health  of  their  constituents. 

They  might  also  make  the  argument  that  sex  change  is 
healthy  for  transsexuals.  Longstanding  legal  practice,  though, 
shows  that  the  health  of  transsexuals  is  at  best  a peripheral 
consideration  when  legal  rulings  involving  us  are  being  made, 
so  this  argument,  while  soothing  of  our  egos,  will  probably 
have  little  effect. 

This  would  also  be  a good  time  for  Rikki  Swin  to  put  some 
of  her  dollars  to  work.  When  my  co-host  Gordene  MacKenzie 
and  I interviewed  her  on  GenderTalk  radio,  Rikki  asserted  that 


her  foundation  would  primarily  target,  in  its  work,  the  medical 
profession,  because  they’re  the  ones  legislators  would  turn  to 
for  advice  in  crafting  any  trans-relevant  legislation.  At  the  time 
I disagreed  strongly,  but  now  I’m  not  so  sure.  Is  our  system  of 
laws  so  lacking  a true  moral  compass  that  it  would  require  the 
certification  of  a medical  doctor  to  allow  something  so  clearly 
and  obviously  healthy  to  individuals  and  so  harmless  to 
everybody  else?  Remember,  we’re  just  talking  about  whether 
or  not  to  legally  recognize  sex  change,  no  more.  If  this  requires 
a doctor’s  certification,  then  we  must,  like  the  inmates  in  the 
asylum,  belly  up  to  the  doctors  who  control  our  future  free- 
dom, or  risk  lifelong  imprisonment.  While  some  of  the 
qualities  of  what  passes  for  “society”  and  “living”  (can  you  say 
“herd"  and  “consuming”?)  might  lend  one  to  think  that  we’re 
all  in  a bizarre  kind  of  global  prison,  we  might  as  well  fight  for 
positive  change  as  much  as  possible.  But  I digress. 

It’s  time  for  a resurgence  of  transgender  education  and 
activism,  with  renewed  support  from  the  helping  professionals. 
We  must  get  the  word  out  and  reverse  the  tide  of  public 
opinion  that  makes  rulings  such  as  this  one  feasible.  All 

transpeople  who  are  using  the 
services  of  medical  professionals 
should  let  them  know  that  their 
help  is  urgently  needed.  Just  ask 
the  next  doctor  you  visit  to  write  a 
letter  to  their  state  representative 
expressing  concern  over  the 
treatment  of  transsexuals  by  their 
state  law.  If  every  legislator  got  one 
such  letter,  it  would  prepare  them 
to  be  sympathetic,  or  at  least  a little  more  aware,  the  next  time 
such  an  issue  came  up. 

For  all  transgendered,  trans,  and  transsexual  persons,  our 
work  is  clear:  we  need  to  continue  to  work  at  the  grassroots 
level  to  educate  more  people  about  the  reality  of  trans- 
genderism and  sex  change.  We  got  where  we  are  today  by 
getting  out  of  our  little  closets  and  putting  our  reputations  and 
pride  at  risk  by  admitting  the  truth,  our  truth.  What  good  is 
pride  if  one  is  living  in  hiding?  What  good  is  privilege  if  it 
makes  one  hide  in  shame,  eating  away  at  one’s  self-esteem? 
What  good  is  a reputation  if,  at  the  core,  one  hates  oneself? 

We  must  strive  to  live  with  real  integrity,  not  just  the 
watered-down,  “good  enough  for  government  work”  version 
that  tolerates  the  hiding  of  personal  truths  in  support  of  social 
systems  that  compromise  us  for  no  good  reason.  In  order  to  be 
real,  whole,  healthy  persons,  claim  the  fullness  of  who  we  are, 
and  walk  in  the  world  with  our  heads  up,  unashamed,  we  must 
own  up  to  our  truths  and  deal  with  the  consequences.  The 
alternative  is  denying  large  parts  of  ourselves,  living  lives  that 
look  nice,  but  feel  miserable. 

Our  transgender  desire  and  realization  is  neither 
unnatural  nor  unhealthy.  Most  people,  when  they  get  to  know 
us  a little,  come  to  understand  this  and  accept  us  as  we  are, 
with  the  fullness  of  our  complex  gender.  For  many  people,  the 
very  existence  of  our  gender  complexity  widens  their  own 
gendered  playing  Field  and  acts  as  a source  of  some  relief  for 
them.  Why  do  you  think  we  attract  such  great  television 
ratings?  At  least  in  part  it’s  because  we  represent  a kind  of 
freedom  that  some  people  are  literally  dying  for.  While  most 


Our  systems  change  when  we 
develop  the  will  to  change 
them  and  the  courage  to  act 
on  that  will.  We  have  the  will. 
Courage  is  simply  a matter  of 
admitting  that  there  is  no 
other  choice. 
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people  don't  want  to  change  their  sex,  most  would  love  to  be 
treed  from  some  of  the  gender  traps  that  bring  displeasure  to 
their  dail\  lives. 

We.  the  transgender  community,  are  not  sufficiently 
powerful  to  overcome  the  opposition  of  entrenched  prejudice 
b\  ourselves.  We  need  help,  a lot  of  it.  We  need  many,  many 
friends.  The  gay  community  now  enjoys  acceptance  by  a 
majorit}  of  the  population  of  this  country.  We  can  get  there, 
too — but  we  won't  get  there  just  by  passing  laws  or  winning 
court  cases,  though  these  things  help.  If  we  make  the  mistake  of 
obtaining  rulings  and  passing  laws  without  making  friends  first, 
we'll  be  sorry,  as  the  rulings  will  get  reversed  and  the  laws 
repealed  or  declared  invalid. 

We  got  where  we  are  today,  which  is  a whole  lot  better  than 
w here  we  w ere  10  years  ago.  by  making  friends.  The  friends  we 
made  added  their  voices  to  ours,  so  that  when  we  asked  for  a 
little  respect,  we  began  to  get  it.  Now  we  need  more  than  a 
little  respect.  We  need  to  sway  popular  opinion  in  our  favor.  For 
that,  we  need  a lot  of  new  friends. 

Of  course,  everyone  else  out  there  is  not  just  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  lend  us  a hand.  Everybody  has  their  own 
individual  concerns,  and  we  make  friends  by  taking  an  interest 
in  each  other’s  concerns.  One  of  the  great 
sadnesses  about  being  closeted  is  that  you  become  more 
inwardly  focused  and  lose  some  of  your  ability  to  see  and  feel 
with  others.  1 can't  tell  you  how  many  times  I've  been 
approached  by  newly  emerging  transpeople  who  can  think  and 
talk  of  nothing  but  their  ow  n concerns.  Not  only  does  this  make 
for  boring  conversation,  it  makes  for  lousy  politics.  If  we  want 
others  to  take  an  interest  in  our  needs,  we  must  take  an  interest 
in  theirs. 

For  starters,  we  would  do  well  to  help  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  with  their  work  on  diversifying  marriage,  although 
again,  let  me  say  this  will  not  simply  be  a matter  of 
encouraging  a few  tranny  marriages.  After  all.  there  have  been 
plenty  of  such  marriages,  but  to  most  people,  they’re  not 
particularly  disturbing.  People  don’t  care  if  a person  who  they 
think  of  as  a man  wears  a dress,  or  a woman  wears  a tux  for 
their  wedding.  Sure,  it’s  good  for  an  occasional  human  interest 
story,  but  it  has  not,  as  far  as  I know,  drawn  a legal  challenge  to 
the  legitimacy  of  the  union — at  least  not  in  the  last  50  years. 

We  can  also  be  effective  in  helping  those  working  on  issues 
of  racism,  as  well  as  privilege,  economic  and  physical. 
Indigenous  rights,  women’s  issues,  elderly  care,  prisoner  rights 
and  care,  and  many  more  issues  are  out  there.  Good  people  are 
working  hard  on  them,  but  are  in  need  of  help.  Defense  of  our 
freedoms,  honest  media  reportage  of  world  events,  fighting  the 
abuses  of  globalization,  and  so  many  more  issues  are  just  beg- 
ging for  our  participation.  In  all  of  these,  our 
visibility  as  transpeople  earns  us  respect  and  sometimes  help 
with  our  own  issues.  The  more  we’re  out  in  the  world,  visible 
and  proud,  working  with  and  helping  others,  the  more  others 
w ill  be  moved  to  respect  and  sometimes  even  befriend  us.  Best 
of  all,  the  more  we  get  outside  of  ourselves  and  take  an  honest 
interest  in  others,  the  more  balanced  we  become  as  individuals, 
and  the  more  health  and  respect  we  feel  for  ourselves. 

All  of  this  having  been  said,  there  is  a large  maybe 
looming.  The  Kantaras  custody  case  pending  in  Florida,  in 
which  an  FTM  transsexual  is  battling  his  ex-  (or  soon  to  be 


ex-)  wife’s  claims  that  their  marriage  is  invalid  because  of  his 
transsexualism,  promises  to  deliver  at  least  an  educated  ruling 
on  his  legitimacy  as  a parent  to  their  children.  According  to 
Karen  Doering,  the  lead  attorney  for  Michael  Kantaras,  “The 
judge  really  was  listening  and  learning,  and  we  could  actually 
see,  as  the  trial  went  on.  that  he  was  grasping  the  concepts  as  he 
began  to  use  the  appropriate  terminology."  This  case  may  even, 
if  the  judge  is  feeling  particularly  bold  or  missioned,  deliver  a 
ruling  on  Michael’s  legitimacy  as  a man  for  the  purposes  of 
marriage.  If  it  does  so.  it  could  become  the  first  real  victory  of 
its  kind  for  transsexuals  in  this  country.  The  only  real  victory 
elsewhere  comes  from  Australia  in  2001  in  the  case  of  Kevin, 
where  a female-to-male  transsexual  was  ruled  a man  for  the 
purposes  of  marriage  (see  <http://www.family- 
court.gov.au/judge/2001/html/rekevin_text.html>). 

Would  such  a ruling  constitute  the  kind  of  far-reaching 
precedent  that  is  needed  in  order  to  provide  transsexuals  with  a 
legal  basis  for  sex  change?  We  hope  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
find  out.  In  the  meantime,  we  would  be  foolish  to  put  all  our 
stock  in  this  one  outcome.  Rather,  working  towards 
legitimating  gay  marriage  and  educating  people  about  trans- 
genderism  in  general  are  two  solid  strategies  towards  lowering 
the  barrier  to  recognizing  the  legitimacy  of  sex  change. 

Is  there  such  a thing  as  sex  change?  Of  course  there  is.  It’s 
just  going  to  take  some  time  to  open  the  eyes  of  our  legal 
system  to  that  reality.  Our  destiny  is  clearly  linked,  for  the  time 
being,  to  the  issue  of  gay  marriage,  but  it’s  also  linked  to  a 
world  of  other  issues  of  diversity,  respect,  integrity  and  dignity. 
It’s  time  for  us  to  show  our  faces,  both  as  transgendered  persons 
in  our  own  right,  but  also  in  support  of  all  those  who  seek  to 
make  the  world  a better  place  for  all  of  us.  The  democratic 
country  towards  which  we  are  witnessing  so  much  patriotism 
lately  is  democratic  not  just  because  of  our  elected 
representatives,  but  because  of  the  participation  of  each  and 
every  one  of  us.  To  the  extent  that  we  participate  in  our 
governance,  we  live  democratically.  To  the  extent  that  we  leave 
it  to  others,  we  live  under  their  rule. 

Our  systems  change  when  we  develop  the  will  to  change 
them  and  the  courage  to  act  on  that  will.  We  have  the  will. 
Courage  is  simply  a matter  of  admitting  that  there  is  no  other 
choice. 


- St.  Louis  Center  of  Electrology  - 

BRENDA  L.  LAWSON,  CPE 

Office  of:  Dr.  Robert  Young 
224  S.  Woodsmill  Rd.  • Suite  530  • 
Chesterfield,  Missouri  63017 

(314)  275-8870 


22  • Transgender  Tapestry  #99 


by  Zantui  Rose 


The  following  was  submitted  as  a letter  to  the  editor.  Zantui  Rose  is  Holly  Boswell’s  life 
partner.  Holly  received  the  Virginia  Prince  Lifetime  Service  Award  in  April  at  the  2002 
IFGE  Coming  Together  conference  in  Nashville — Ed. 


I had  the  privilege  of  watching  Holly  Boswell  receive  the 
Virginia  Prince  award  last  April,  which  is  given  each  year 
in  recognition  of  a lifetime  of  service  to  the  transgender 
community.  Holly's  message  over  her  16  years  of  service  has 
been  a continuous  one  of 
transcending  gender  as  it  is 
defined  by  our  culture.  Her 
vision  may  seem  radical, 
but  it  is  based  on  time- 
honored  traditions  as  well 
as  the  critical  element  of 
spiritual  awakening. 

This  writing  is  not 
about  congratulating 
Holly.  It  is  about  speculat- 
ing upon  what  this 
recognition  of  Holly’s 
work  means  to  the  com- 
munity at  large.  What  does 
this  say  about  the  trans- 
gender community  in  the 
year  2002? 

I happen  to  share  this  vision  with  Holly,  and  over  the  years 
have  watched  the  response  from  this  community  to  her  words 
of  wisdom.  I have  seen  and  heard  some  of  her  peers  confirm 
this  wisdom,  while  adding  their  own  voices.  I have  also  wit- 
nessed fellow  gender  seekers  seemingly  agree  with  this  vision, 
yet  continue  on  their  gender  path  by  accepting  the  binary 
paradigm.  The  transgender  community  itself  has  a voice  that 
refutes  this  expansive  gender  vision.  Friendly  discussions  have 
ensued,  as  well  as  defensive  responses  by  people  who  have 
made  binary  choices.  Given  the  varied  responses  to  this  vision 
that  Holly  and  others  espouse,  I find  it  interesting  that  a panel 
of  her  peers  choose  to  honor  her  with  the  VP  award,  thereby 
honoring  her  words.  This  is  all  very  curious  to  me. 

I'd  like  to  think  that  this  recent  honoring  indicates  that 
deep  down  in  the  crevices  of  our  true  Spirit-knowing  selves, 
we  recognize  Holly’s  words  to  be  true  and  that  we  do  long  for 
a world  that  exists  beyond  gender  duality.  Perhaps  it  was  that 
nagging  voice  of  Truth  which  spoke  to  Holly’s  peers  as  they 
decided  where  this  year’s  VP  award  should  go.  I want  to 
believe  that  Holly’s  name  on  that  plaque  of  distinguished 
service  providers  signifies  a turning  point  in  vision,  thought 
and  action  for  this  transgender  community.  Is  that  possible? 
Let’s  assume  it  is. 


Then  where  do  we  go  from  here?  What  will  it  take  to  keep 
the  wheel  of  gender  freedom  turning — not  the  back  and  forth 
of  the  seesaw,  but  a constant  turning,  spiraling  out  of  this 
vision  which  was  so  recently  awarded? 

We  do  not  easily  give  up  our  acculturated  ways,  even 
when  they  give  us  pain  and  eventually  the  death  of  our  spirit. 
Such  is  the  nature  of  our  programming.  Albert  Einstein  once 
observed  that  “the  significant  problems  of  the  world  cannot 
be  solved  at  the  same  level  of  consciousness  at  which  they 

were  created.”  Similarly, 
Carl  Jung  believed  that  often 
the  most  important  problems 
in  life  cannot  be  solved — 
they  must  be  outgrown.  Our 
consciousness  opens  and  we 
move  on.  A significant 
problem  in  the  world  is 
c culturally-defined  gender 
| duality.  It  boxes  us  in  and 
$ restricts  our  play,  our  free- 
^ dom,  our  Spirit.  We  must 
| move  beyond  the  gender 
s duality,  and  eventually  out- 
£ grow  gender  entirely.  This 
2 outgrowing  requires  a whole 
| new  level  of  consciousness, 
and  I believe  honoring 
Holly’s  work  with  this  award  signifies  that  an  old  level  of  con- 
sciousness is  being  laid  to  rest  and  has  played  itself  out.  Let  us 
believe  that  the  gender  duality  schema  has  exhausted  its 
possibilities,  reached  its  extreme  polarity  with  Barbie  and  Ken. 
I believe  we  are  sloughing  off  an  old  level  of  gender 
consciousness,  and  it  is  taking  us  a while  to  grow  a new  one — 
one  without  the  boxes  and  restraints. 

It  appears  this  death  of  binary  gender  is  not  happening 
logically,  but  rather  slowly  dying  when  confronted  with  the 
fresh  air  of  moving  beyond  gender  entirely — an  idea  being 
created  by  a stronger  life  force  than  that  followed  by  the 
present  paradigm. 

Given  enough  time,  humanity  will  emerge  from  the 
confinement  of  the  gender  boxes.  We  must  believe  this  and 
continue  to  see  it  happening.  We  must  not  stop  short  by  giving 
in  to  Western  Medicine’s  solution  to  our  unrest,  as  though 
the  physical  presentation  is  all  that  hurts.  The  soul  is  crying 
out  through  you  and  me.  The  people  who  awarded 
Holly  this  recognition  have  spun  the  wheel  a bit  further. 
We  must  keep  this  momentum,  consciously  opening  ourselves 
to  proceed.  Let  us  look  closely  at  what  has  so  recently 
transpired,  and  build  on  it. 
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PROF.  MIQQI 
GOES  TO  WORK 


by 

Michael 

(Miqqi  Alicia)  Gilbert 

The  initial  installment  of  this  column  appeared 
in  Transgender  Tapestry  #98,  Summer  2002. 

Ill 

Back  in  my  office,  I watched  the 
clock  as  time  approached  for  my 
lecture.  The  course.  Gender  and 
Sexuality,  is  in  a lecture  hall  that  seats 
about  1 30,  but  there  are  only  about  90  in 
the  class.  1 timed  my  arrival  for  a few 
minutes  after  the  start,  so  1 wouldn't  be 
standing  around  waiting  for  the  class  to 
begin.  I entered,  butterflies  fluttering 
away,  walked  to  my  table,  put  down  my 
books  and  purse,  and  faced  the  class.  A 
round  of  applause  started,  begun  by  a 
wonderful  gang  of  students  from  the 
TBLGay  club,  who  had  come  to  offer 
support  and  make  sure  I was  all  right. 
These  are  young  people  who  have  come 
out  at  a tender  age.  Most  have  suffered  as 
they  discovered  their  own  non-main- 
stream  identities  early  in  life,  so  they 
know  how  important  support  is. 

As  the  applause  died  down,  the  class 
realized  that  the  transgendered  person 
who  was  coming  in  was  me.  There  was 
some  buzzing  and,  of  course,  staring.  I 
decided  they  needed  some  time  to  take  in 
the  bizarre  sight  of  their  Professor  com- 


pletely en  femme,  so  I lectured  on  the 
readings  for  about  ten  minutes  before 
asking  for  questions.  The  readings  were 
all  popular  press  pieces  published  in 
1995:  The  New  Yorker  piece  on  Neil 
Cargile.  the  Esquire  article  on  TG  MTFs, 
and  a piece  on  Dierdre  McCloskey  from 
the  Chronicle  of  Higher  Education. 

When  I did  ask  for  questions,  I first 
saw  only  one  hand.  A female  student  said, 
“Can  I ask  a personal  question?”  I said, 
“Let’s  make  a deal.  You  can  all  ask  me 
anything  you  want,  and  if  I don't  want  to 
answer  it.  I'll  tell  you.”  For  the  next  two 
hours.  1 answered  every1  question;  many 
were  good,  interesting  questions. 

One  early  comment  was  from  an 
amazed  young  woman  who  said  I looked 
exactly  like  all  her  woman  professors. 
My  loose,  dark  cotton  jersey  clothes 
were  recognizable  to  her  as  a standard 
outfit  of  a female  academic.  This  led  to  a 
discussion  of  the  importance  of  clothing 
as  a statement,  and  how  w'omen  in 
academe  need  to  dress  conserva- 
tively— dark  clothes  and  no  skin 
show  ing — in  order  to  be  taken  seriously. 
I also  had  compliments  on  my  legs,  a dis- 
cussion about  how  my  body  movements, 
voice,  and  gestures  were  different  (but 
not  exaggerated)  inquiries  about  fear,  the 
transgender  culture,  and  even  the  finan- 
cial costs  of  being  transgendered. 

In  all.  it  was  a rich  and  rewarding 
pedagogical  experience.  Many  students 
came  up  to  me  at  break  with  private 
questions.  One  woman  said.  "If  I look  as 
good  as  you  at  51,  I’ll  be  a happy 
woman.”  That  felt  nice. 

Not  once  did  I feel  criticized,  reject- 
ed. or  threatened.  The  following  morn- 
ing. I met  w ith  a reporter  from  the  school 
paper,  who  was  writing  up  the  story'  to 
accompany  the  photos  taken  during 
break.  Maybe  I’ll  be  a centerfold  girl! 

Today,  I went  back  to  work  en 
homme,  all  in  drab.  But  it  was  not  really 
over.  First,  there  was  a phone  call  from  a 
student  who  explained  that  she  was  a 
Psych  major  and  my  session  had  decided 
her  to  specialize  in  transgender  issues. 
Great,  1 said,  we  sure  need  trained  coun- 
selors. Next  were  gifts  from  two  women 
graduate  students  in  the  Philosophy 
Department,  one  of  flowers  and  one  of 
candy,  both  with  cards  congratulating  me 
on  my  courage.  Then  there  was  a tele- 
phone message  from  a student  who  had 
missed  the  lecture,  but  had  heard  from 


friends  how  amazing  it  was.  She  wanted 
me  to  know  she  thought  I was  great. 
Finally,  there  was  an  e-mail  from  Tina,  a 
transsexual  undergrad,  who  said,  "You,  in 
one  day.  have  made  me  feel  more  comfort- 
able with  myself  than  I have  ever  been.” 

As  you  can  imagine,  I feel  pretty 
good  about  the  whole  experience,  and  I'm 
still  taking  it  all  in.  My  thanks  go  to  all  my 
wonderful  accepting  colleagues  and  stu- 
dents, and  all  my  supportive  and  cheering 
friends  and  family.  As  the  York  motto 
says.  Tentanda  Via,  The  Way  Must  be 
Tried. 

IV 

JANUARY  1999 

Since  that  first  public  appearance, 
there  have  been  others.  In  1997  I also  went 
to  my  Gender  and  Sexuality  class  dressed, 
and  have  made  other  appearances  in  vari- 
ous places.  The  cost  to  me  has  been  mini- 
mal. I have  one  colleague,  a woman,  who 
is  clearly  uncomfortable  with  the  issue — I 
expect  for  philosophical  reasons — and 
avoids  me  when  I’m  dressed  (though 
recently,  there  are  signs  even  she  may  be 
thawing).  There  may  be  other  colleagues 
w ho  harbor  similar  feelings,  but  if  so,  they 
have  kept  their  sentiments  well-concealed. 
To  all  appearances,  I am  well-accepted  on 
those  occasions  when,  instead  of  Prof. 
Michael.  Prof.  Miqqi  turns  up. 

On  the  other  hand.  I’ve  been  able  to 
speak  out  more  freely  for  the  rights  and 
concerns  of  transgender  students,  staff 
and  faculty.  When  York  University 
announced  a pilot  Positive  Space  pro- 
gram that  would  indicate  areas  where 
TBLG  folk  would  be  well-received.  I 
was  able  to  offer  my  services  and  advice. 
In  truth.  I wanted  to  make  sure  the  con- 
cerns of  transgendered  students,  staff  and 
faculty  were  included  in  the  conception 
and  training.  The  committee  has  been 
very  active  and  extremely  sensitive  to 
and  supportive  of  transgender  concerns. 
Once  I realized  committee  members  had 
freely  talked  about  transgender  folk  but 
had  not  encountered  the  reality.  I fixed 
that  by  attending  a meeting  dressed.  I 
was  well-received,  even  though  I notice 
that,  as  often  happens,  the  women  were 
more  complimentary  about  my  outfit  and 
appearance  than  is  normal.  Their  compli- 
ments are  frequently  in  the  tone  of  voice 
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ONE  WEEK  A YEAR 

by  Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert 

As  gender-variant  people,  we  face  a plethora  of 
problems,  difficulties,  and  stresses  that  those 
who  do  not  violate  gender  norms  don’t  experience. 
For  crossdressers  like  myself,  there  is  the  constant 
fear  of  harassment  from  those  who  read  us  and  feel 
the  necessity  of  expressing  their  uninvited  opin- 
ions. As  very  few  crossdressers  are  completely  and 
one  hundred  percent  out  and  public,  the  fear  of 
exposure  to  co-workers,  family,  or  friends  is  a con- 
stant sword  hanging  over  our  heads.  And  let’s  not 
forget  that  internalized  sense  of  guilt  and  shame 
we  work  so  hard  to  keep  at  bay,  but  which  is  never 
very  far  away.  Full-timers,  transsexuals,  transgen- 
derists,  or  otherwise,  also  live  with  many  of  these 
same  fears  of  exposure,  ostracism,  and,  yes, 
moments  of  self-doubt.  We  all  share  this  nexus  of 
stresses  and  fears;  it’s  an  extra  little  weight  put  in 
our  purses  for  us  to  carry,  a little  something  in  our 
pockets  that’s  always  there — as  if  ordinary  life 
didn’t  come  with  enough  strife  of  its  own. 

There  is,  though,  one  week  a year,  just  one  out 
of  52,  when  I don’t  have  to  concern  myself  with 
most  of  the  extra  weight  I carry  around  (that  doesn’t 
refer  to  the  twenty  pounds  I need  to  lose!)  That 
week  is  the  annual  Fantasia  Fair  gathering  that  takes 
place  in  October  on  the  very  tip  of  Cape  Cod  in  the 
picturesque  and  friendly  town  of  Provincetown. 

This  year  the  dates  are  from  Sunday  the  20th  of 
October  through  Sunday  the  27th.  And  for  that  one 
week,  you  can  have  a real  vacation  not  only  from 
work,  but  also  from  the  stresses  and  problems  of 
being  transgendered. 

The  reasons  are  simple.  First  of  all,  there  is  the 
town  of  Provincetown,  which  is  one  of  the  most  open 
and  affirming  places  in  the  world.  It's  a place  that  is  as 
famous  for  its  gay  and  lesbian  culture  as  it  is  for  its 
seafood,  whale  watching,  old  Cape  Cod  architecture, 
and  beautiful  beaches. 

While  most  transgender  events  are  centered  in  a 
hotel  with  group  or  individual  outings  organized  for 
here  and  there,  at  Fantasia  Fair,  the  entire  town  of 
Provincetown  is  your  safe  harbor.  You  can  go  into  any 
shop,  any  restaurant,  any  bar,  and  any  hotel  without 
any  concern  at  all  for  the  reaction  you  might  cause.  All 
you’ll  ever  get  is  a smile  and  a “hello.”  What  that 
means,  especially  for  those  of  us  who  are  not  full- 
time, is  that  you  get  to  spend  a lot  of  time  out  of  doors. 
You  get  to  wear  casual  clothes  for  walks  around  the 
town’s  streets  as  well  as  fancy  stuff  for  evening  activ- 
ities. In  P’town,  you  belong  everywhere  you  go. 


The  next  reason  for  feeling  so  splendid  during 
Fantasia  Fair  week  is  the  plethora  of  activities. 
There  are  workshops  morning,  noon,  and  after- 
noon— far  too  many  for  any  one  person  to  go  to, 
but  so  many  that  you  will  have  to  choose  the  ones 
you  will  attend.  There  are  workshops  on  how  to 
dress  and  how  to  do  makeup,  workshops  on  rela- 
tionships and  workshops  for  couples  and  partners. 
Some  workshops  concern  the  experience  of  transi- 
tioning or  how  to  safely  use  hormones.  Others 
focus  on  peer  counseling,  the  politics  of  our  trans- 
gender community,  religion  and  spirituality,  theo- 
ry— and  on  and  on. 

Sometimes  the  speakers  are  professional 
experts,  and  at  other  times  they  are  sisters  and 
brothers  who  have  walked  the  path  you  are  on.  But 
always,  there  are  interested  people  who  want  to 
meet  you  and  know  what  you  feel  and  think.  At 
Fantasia  Fair  you  never  have  to  be  alone. 

That’s  not  all.  Workshops  are  fine  and  well,  but 
what  about  the  other  stuff?  There’s  lots  of  that.  The 
registration  fee  includes  a lunch  every  single  day,  as 
well  as  a minimum  of  two  dinners,  often  three,  a wel- 
coming reception,  farewell  brunch.  Fashion  Show, 
Fabulous  Follies,  and  special  events.  There  are  casual 
get-togethers,  house  parties,  dancing,  and  lots  of  bars 
and  restaurants  to  explore  with  friends  new  and  old. 

And  that  brings  me  to  the  last  and  greatest  rea- 
son for  arriving  in  P’town  and  just  feeling  good: 
the  friends  I've  made  over  the  years  who  are  now 
so  close  to  my  heart  and  part  of  my  soul.  Some  are 
those  I met  my  very  first  time  seven  years  ago,  and 
others  are  from  subsequent  years.  More  than  any- 
thing else,  I look  forward  to  seeing  them,  sharing 
with  them,  shopping  with  them,  and  (sometimes) 
sitting  up  till  all  hours  drinking  wine  and  talking 
about  life,  love,  and  finding  the  perfect  outfit. 

Frankly,  a lot  of  what  I do  for  the  transgender 
world  and  my  reasons  for  doing  it  stem  from  the 
community  and  sharing  I experience  at  Fantasia 
Fair.  The  support,  love,  kindness,  and  caring  I find 
there  carries  me  and  nurtures  me  for  a long  time, 
provides  me  a private,  special  place  I can  retreat  to 
when  I want  to,  and  gives  me  a glimpse  of  how  the 
world  could  be  if  there  were  real  gender  freedom. 

So  come  this  Fall  and  find  out  what  it’s  all 
about.  The  new  lower  rates  make  it  reasonable— 
and,  besides,  you  owe  it  to  yourself. 


For  more  information,  visit  the  Fantasia  Fair  web  site  at 
www.fantasiafair.org.  To  receive  the  Fantasia  Fair  newsletter  send 
your  name  and  email  address  to  ff-ann@gilbertl .net.  Or  write 
Fantasia  Fair.  P.O.  Box  33724.  Decatur.  GA  30033. 
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one  uses  for  a young  girl  when  telling  her 
how  lovely  she  looks.  But,  hey,  if  all  1 
have  to  suffer  is  a bit  of  condescension, 
at  least  it's  positive. 

Since  then,  my  celebrity  has  grown. 
The  Chronicle  of  Higher  Education  fea- 
tured me,  among  others,  in  an  article  on 
transgendered  faculty  in  universities. 
That  piece  was  picked  up  and  repro- 
duced by  the  Toronto  Globe  and  Mail, 
Canada’s  national  newspaper  and  our 
answer  to  the  New  York  Times.  If  I had 
thought  I was  out  before,  1 was  really  out 
now.  That  piece  resulted  in  phone  calls 
from  various  TV  stations — that’s  televi- 
sion. not  transvestite — and  1 have  since 
then  been  on  four  or  five  different  shows, 
in  a campus  throwaway  magazine  and  in 
Salon  magazine  on  the  web.  Even  my 
dentist  has  seen  me  on  TV,  as  he 
informed  me  when  I had  a mouth  full  of 
cotton  and  his  fingers. 

Has  there  been  some  weirdness?  A 
bit.  There  may  be  some  colleagues  in  the 
university  who  pass  me  by  and  don't  say 
hello,  but  in  a university,  that  often  hap- 
pens: We’re  inveterate  woolgatherers,  so 
it’s  impossible  to  know  if  someone  is 
snubbing  me  or  working  out  a theorem. 
But  I imagine  some  people  are  being  polite 
and  aren't  comfortable.  In  the  areas  1 can 
judge  accurately — my  home  department, 
receiving  grants,  promotion,  and  generally 
being  treated  with  respect — I can  report 
that  I've  been  fortunate.  My  coming  out 
has  not  harmed  me  in  any  real  way,  but  has 
provided  me  with  opportunities  to  defend 
and  explain  and  demonstrate  the  feelings 
and  needs  of  my  community.  I’m  fortunate 
to  live  in  an  open  city,  hold  a job  in  an 
affirming  university,  and  above  all,  have 
friends  who  are  accepting  and  loving. 

While  all  this  has  been  most  excel- 
lent, I still  have  nagging  fears  and 
doubts.  I don’t,  to  be  completely  honest, 
feel  totally  free.  My  own  inclination 
would  be  to  crossdress  more  often,  but  I 
don’t.  And  if  I did  dress  more  often,  I 
would  be  inclined  to  genderbend  as 
opposed  to  aim  at  passing.  Frankly,  I hate 
makeup.  I’m  an  old  hippie  and  a feminist 
academic,  and  believe  that  while  it  might 
be  all  right  for  special  occasions,  on  a 
daily  basis  makeup  is  simply  a pain.  Left 
to  my  own  devices,  I would  wear  skirts 
and  blouses,  without  makeup  or  prosthe- 
ses — but  I don’t  really  have  the  courage 
to  do  that.  I feel  safer  when  I’m  closer  to 
passing,  closer  to  not  being  noticed.  And 


the  hardest  part  is  that  I could  likely  get 
away  with  it.  No  one  would  dare  censure 
me — finally,  a personal  benefit  from 
political  correctness! 

Doing  what  I really  want  would 
have  great  costs,  especially  where  my 
partner  is  concerned.  It  would  also  mean 
focusing  my  entire  life  on  my  transgen- 
der activism,  as  opposed  to  sometimes 
waving  the  flag,  and  other  times  not.  I 
like  to  think  I’ve  been  and  am  a help  to 
other  crossdressers,  especially  those  who 
are  closeted.  When  I appear  on  television 
or  in  a newspaper  article,  there’s  some- 
thing they  can  show  their  partners,  their 
friends,  their  co-workers:  “Hey,  here’s  a 
university  professor  who  does  it!” 

That’s  no  small  part  of  why  I went 
public,  and  I’m  glad  I did  it.  But  now 
there’s  also  a frequent  awareness  that  the 
person  I’m  dealing  with  likely  knows 
about  my  gender  activities,  and  I can 
never  be  sure  about  their  opinions. 

As  a crossdresser  (and  not  a trans- 
sexual) I walk  a different  sort  of  line  than 
my  transgendered  siblings.  Since  I don’t 
want  to  live  my  entire  life  in  my  alternate 
gender,  I have  no  absolute  need  to  come 
out.  I could  confine  my  activities  to  pri- 
vate arenas — in-home  dressing,  club 
events,  organized  dinners.  But  what  most 
crossdressers  really  want  is  to  be  able  to 
appear  the  way  they  choose  when  they 
choose.  I've  acquired  more  of  that  free- 
dom than  most.  But  the  strictures  are  still 
there.  Though  my  wife  is  supportive  of 
my  public  activities  and  believes  in  their 
importance,  she  doesn’t  want  to  be  with 
me  when  I dress.  When  our  friends  invite 
us  for  dinner  or  to  go  out  to  a film,  no 
one  says,  “Oh.  hey,  feel  free  to  cross- 
dress  if  you  want.”  On  the  contrary,  if  I 
were,  I would  be  obliged  to  give  out 
warnings  and  seek  permissions. 

Crossdressers  often  apologize  for 
themselves,  even  within  the  transgender 
community.  In  many  arenas  it’s  not  cool 
to  be  a crossdresser.  If  you’re  transsexual, 
then  you’re  committed,  you  know  who 
you  are  and  what  you  have  to  do.  There’s 
no  question  of  coming  out  or  not — it  has 
to  happen  eventually  if  you  are  to  survive. 
But  the  crossdresser  is  often  seen  as  a 
dilettante,  as  a wanker,  someone  who  sim- 
ply likes  to  get  off  by  playing  with 
women’s  clothes.  No  small  part  of  my 
coming  out  has  been  driven  by  the  desire 
to  see  crossdressing  taken  seriously  as  a 
transgender  undertaking. 


That’s  no  small  feat.  At  the  last  con- 
ference I spoke  at  1 gave  a talk  entitled, 
“A  Sometime  Woman:  The  Limits  of 
Social  Construction.”  1 wasn't  put  in  a 
session  with  other  scholars  discussing 
Butler  and  Garber  and  Chodorow  and 
Foucault.  No.  1 shared  a session  with 
someone  giving  a talk  about  petticoating 
as  erotic  literature,  and  someone  else  dis- 
cussing crossdressing  in  the  theater.  There 
I was:  an  out  crossdressing  professor, 
marginalized  by  my  own  community. 

My  coming  out  experience  at  work 
has  certainly  been  at  one  extreme — the 
positive  one — and  for  that  I’m  eternally 
grateful.  But  that  doesn’t  mean  I feel  free 
to  do  what  I want  when  I want.  Of 
course,  like  most  restrictions,  the  limita- 
tions are  ones  I set  because,  in  gauging 
the  costs,  the  arithmetic  doesn’t  work. 
I've  found  a balance,  and  on  good  days, 
even  some  peace — but  I still  hope  that 
what  we’re  doing,  what  I'm  doing,  will 
eventually  lead  to  the  disintegration  of 
the  bipolar  gender  system  to  such  an 
extent  that  who  you  want  to  be  when  you 
want  to  be  is  all  that  really  matters. 


Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert  is  a Professor  of 
Philosophy  at  York  University.  She  can 
be  reached  at  miqqi@gilbertl.net. 
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This  column  appeared  in  Da  Kine  magazine,  November  2001 

GENDER  SPECTRUM 

REFLECTIONS  ON  BEING 
TRANSGENDERED  IN  THE  ISLES 

by  Li  Anne  W.  Taft 

MAKE  NO  EXCUSES 

Whatever  others  may  think  or  say 
about  their  appearance  and 
lifestyles,  transgendered  men  and  women 
can  feel  secure  in  who  they  really  are  . . . 

Early  in  my  journey  between  genders, 
I learned  an  important  lesson.  One 
morning,  after  I had  boarded  a Honolulu 
bus,  the  driver  leaned  back  and  gave  me  a 
big  stinkeye,  as  if  to  communicate  his 
disapproval  of  my  transgendered  appear- 
ance. Feeling  uncomfortable,  I grimaced 
back  and  looked  for  a seat  in  the  back  of 
the  bus. 

Sitting  among  people  from  many 
different  backgrounds  and  ethnic  groups, 
my  anger  grew  as  I wondered  why  the  bus 
driver  had  acted  so  rudely.  Perhaps,  1 
thought,  my  strong  hands  and  broad 
shoulders  caused  him  to  wonder  whether  I 
was  a man  or  woman.  Perhaps  he  thought 
I was  a drag  queen.  I felt  like  crying. 


Eventually,  1 moved  to  the  front  of  the 
bus.  I wanted  to  tell  the  driver  I didn’t 
appreciate  his  stinkeye  and  that  I was  a 
woman — a transgendered  woman.  Sitting 
near  him,  I got  out  only,  “Excuse  me...” 
before  more  riders  entered,  grabbing  his 
attention.  It  was  then  1 noticed  the  driver 
was  giving  each  of  the  new  passengers — 
an  elderly  woman,  a banker-type  guy,  and 
a mother  with  her  baby — the  same  stink- 
eye he  had  given  me. 

I sat  back,  feeling  relieved  and 
embarrassed.  It  wasn't  me,  I realized — it 
was  the  bus  driver.  He  had  an  attitude,  the 
stinkeye  was  his  problem — not  mine. 

Weeks  later,  on  my  third  day  as  a 
YWCA  summer  youth  leader,  I was 
caught  off  balance  by  an  enthusiastic 
inquiry  from  an  innocent  5-year-old  boy. 
“Are  you  REALLY  a woman?” 

Reflecting  on  the  lesson  I learned 
that  day  on  the  bus,  I searched  for  a light- 
hearted, non-defensive  response.  In  an 
instant  I had  it.  “Of  course  I am,”  1 
replied  with  a gentle  smile.  “Are  you 
REALLY  a little  boy?” 

Raphael’s  blue  eyes  fluttered  as  he 
gave  a firm  “Yea,”  and  we  rejoined  the 
others  in  play.  ^ 


Li  Anne  Taft,  a resident  of  Hawaii  since 
1993,  lives  in  Honolulu,  where  she  is 
employed  as  an  administrative  assistant.  She 
is  a member  of  a women's  outrigger  canoe 
club  and  has  served  as  an  elected  City 
Neighborhood  board  member.  She  lectures  on 
transgender  issues  at  area  colleges. 
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€>  2002  by  Davul  Steinberg 

COMES 

NATURALLY 

by  David  Steinberg 
FOOT  WORSHIP 

One  fine  spring  day  in  1997,  Hank 
Wolny — like  thousands  of  other 
sightseers — found  himself  strolling 
along  legendary,  star-studded  Hollywood 
Boulevard,  not  far  from  the  corner  of 
Hollywood  and  Vine.  Heading  west  from 
Frederick's  of  Hollywood.  Hank  noticed 
a store  that  was  exclusively  devoted  to 
selling  fetish  footwear.  A block  further 
along,  there  was  another  store  selling 
exactly  the  same  thing,  then  another, 
then  another. 

"1  must  have  passed  six  stores 
selling  nothing  but  fetish  shoes  inside  of 
five  blocks,”  he  explains,  wide-eyed. 

I listen  to  him  as  I slip  my  feet  into 
a pair  of  pumps  with  nothing  less  than 
five  inch  spike  heels,  and  no  platform  for 
compensation.  They’re  the  most  tipped- 
up  shoes  in  Wolny's  San  Francisco  fetish 
shoe  store  and  I want  to  experience  what 
it’s  like  to  walk  in  them.  Wolny  is  only 
slightly  watching  me  as  I buckle  the 
straps  and  contemplate  standing  up. 
Mostly  he’s  engrossed  in  telling  me  the 
story  of  how  he  got  into  the  fetish 
footwear  business. 

"I  said  to  myself,  ‘Now,  that  would 
be  fun — selling  outrageous  shoes  like 
that.'  When  I saw  that  one  of  the  stores 
sold  wholesale  I decided  to  buy  a variety 
of  shoes  and  sell  them  in  San  Francisco 
at  the  Folsom  Street  Fair.  1 was  thinking 
that,  if  everything  went  well,  I could  sell 
shoes  at  four  or  five  fetish  fairs  each 
year.  I was  56  years  old  and  had  been 
retired  for  two  years.  I was  looking  for 
something  interesting  to  do  with  my  life. 
I figured  that  at  the  very  least  it  would  be 
an  interesting  day  at  the  Fair.” 

I stand  up  uncertainly  and  try 
making  my  way  slowly  around  Wolny’s 
Sutter  Street  store — appropriately  called 
Foot  Worship.  Now,  I can't  claim  that  1 
wear  heels  every  day — or  every  month 
for  that  matter.  But  I do  enjoy  the  way 
that  putting  on  heels  stretches  the  backs 
of  my  legs  and  sticks  my  butt  up  in  the 
air,  and  I've  spent  enough  time,  at  parties 
and  other  special  occasions,  in  my  very 


own  pair  of  shiny  black  4”  pumps  with 
scalloped  edges,  that  I’ve  gotten  pretty 
competent  at  negotiating  stairs,  curbs, 
and  hills  in  them.  I can  even  deal  with 
street  gratings  and  trolley  tracks  if  I pay 
attention  to  where  I'm  putting  my  feet. 

But  these  5”  heels  are  something 
else  again.  Who'd  have  thought  that  one 
measly  inch  would  make  such  a 
difference?  Unable  to  keep  my  center  of 
gravity  over  my  butt,  I find  that,  despite 
my  best  efforts  to  stand  in  one  place,  I 
keep  falling  forward,  as  if  a gust  of  wind 
were  steadily  pushing  me  from  behind.  I 


take  a step  forward,  then  another,  then 
another,  only  gradually  realizing  that  I 
can’t  seem  to  stop.  The  realization  gives 
me  kind  of  a low-grade  feeling  of 
vertigo — like  discovering  that  the  brakes 
have  gone  out  on  your  car,  minus  the  fear 
of  dying.  I resolve  my  perpetual  motion 
and  loss-of-control  anxiety  by  falling,  as 
gracefully  as  I can,  back  into  the  chair 
from  whence  I so  recklessly  arose. 

Wolny  watches  my  balance  drama 
without  so  much  as  cracking  a smile  or 
missing  a beat  in  his  story.  He’s  seen 
hundreds  of  teetering  ingenues  in  the 
four  years  that  Foot  Worship  has  been 
open  for  business.  Presumably,  he’s  got 
good  insurance  in  case  someone  falls. 


"I  thought  I'd  be  appealing  to  the 
fetish  market,”  Wolny  continues,  as  my 
mind  climbs  out  of  my  feet  to  the  point 
that  I can  pay  better  attention  to  his 
words.  "But  all  day  long  I was  selling 
shoes  to  dancers  who  work  at  strip  and 
lap-dancing  clubs  around  town.  I sold  35 
pair  of  shoes  that  day  and  realized  I 
could  make  a successful  business  out  of 
this.  1 researched  the  dancer  market  and 
found  that  there  are  some  2000  exotic 
dancers  that  work  at  the  various  clubs 
every  month.  New  people  are  coming  to 
town  all  the  time,  staying  in  San 
Francisco  for  a while  before  moving  on. 
And  they  all  want  shoes  like  these.” 

Wolny  opened  Foot  Worship  in 
January,  1998.  Located  three  blocks 
from  the  Mitchell  Brothers’  O'Farrell 
Theater,  spitting  distance  from  the  main 
stroll  for  heterosexual  and  transsexual 
streetwalkers  alike,  and  a few  doors 
from  gay-oriented  Polk  Street,  it’s  the 
perfect  location  for  all  of  Wolny’s 
diverse  clientele.  He  rents  the  indoor 
balcony  that  overlooks  his  ground  level 
store  to  Felicity’s  Fetiche,  a boutique 
run  by  an  ex-dancer  that  sells  lingerie, 
stage  costumes,  and  women’s  fetish 
wear.  The  two  stores,  dubbed  Best 
Double  Decker  Fetish  Store  by  San 
Francisco’s  Bay  Guardian , maintain  a 
perfectly  symbiotic  relationship. 
People  who  come  for  shoes  take  note  of 
Felicity’s  frillies,  and  the  dancers  who 
come  to  Felicity’s  looking  for  costumes 
learn  about  Wolny’s  shoes  as  well. 

Wolny’s  first  promotional  act  after 
opening  his  store  was  to  print  flyers 
offering  10%  discounts  to  dancers  and 
have  them  posted  in  the  dressing 
rooms  of  all  the  lap  dancing  and  strip 
clubs  around  town.  He  was  quickly 
inundated  with  dancers  hungry  for  his 
6”,  7”,  and  most  recently  l-'/i"  plat- 
form shoes,  as  well  as  the  knee-high 
and  thigh-high  boots  that  round  out  his 
inventory.  Wolny,  who  has  over  1700 
pair  of  shoes  in  stock,  sells  some  70 
pair  a week,  a steady  year-round 
business  that  peaks  around  Halloween 
and,  surprisingly,  dips  during  the 
Christmas  season. 

“No  one  gives  shoes  for  Christmas,” 
Wolny  notes  wryly.  “I  think  I sold  maybe 
twenty  pair  of  gift  shoes  all  last  season.” 

About  60%  of  Wolny’s  customers 
are  dancers.  Crossdressers  account  for  an 
additional  25%.  The  fetish  people  that 
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Wolny  originally  thought  would  be  his 
main  clientele  account  for  only  about 
15%  of  his  business.  His  best-seller  is  a 
“clear-on-clear”  opened-toed  shoe  with  a 
clear  plastic  6”  spike  heel  and  vamp, 
supported  by  a 2”  clear  plastic  platform. 
“People  love  clear,”  Wolny  says, 
“because  it  goes  with  everything  and  it 
also  fulfills  everyone’s  Cinderella 
fantasy.  It’s  a chance  to  have  your  very 
own  magical  glass  slipper.” 

After  the  6”  heel  with  the  2”  plat- 
form, Wolny ’s  next  most  popular  model 
is  a 5”  heel  with  no  platform — the  very 
shoe  that  just  propelled  me  so 
insistently  around  his  store.  I think  about 
dancers  wearing  those  shoes  on  stage, 
taking  off  their  clothes,  and  moving 
around  with  seductive  sensuous  grace,  all 
at  the  same  time.  My  respect  for  their  art 
takes  a significant  leap  forward.  On  the 
other  hand,  I think  competitively,  it’s  not 
like  they  have  to  stand  still  in  them. 

According  to  Wolny,  the  trend  in 
fetish  footwear  runs  ever  higher  and 
taller.  Two  years  ago  7”  heels  with  3” 
platforms  came  out  for  the  first  time.  This 
year  it’s  l-'/i  heels  with  a 4”  platform.  “I 
guess  the  sky’s  the  limit,”  Wolny  shrugs. 
“Pretty  soon  people  will  be  walking 
around  seven  feet  tall.” 

Wolny,  who  grew  up  in  small  towns 
in  Northern  California  and  was  an 
accountant  for  most  of  his  life  (including  a 
stint  with  the  infamous  Arthur  Andersen), 
is  delighted  to  have  stumbled  into  a 
business  that’s  as  much  fun  as  this  one.  In 
a city  like  San  Francisco,  it  puts  him  in 
contact  with  a never-ending  stream  of 
interesting  characters  and  customers. 

“There’s  one  78-year-old  man  who 
buys  one  or  two  pair  of  shoes  every  month, 
year  after  year.  One  time  he  picked  out  a 
shoe  that  he  had  just  bought,  four  months 
earlier.  When  I pointed  out  that  he  already 
had  that  shoe,  he  shot  me  an  indignant  look. 

‘“They  wear  out,  you  know,’  he  said 
archly. 

“Another  customer  in  the  store  was 
bemoaning  the  fact  that  he  was  a size  six 
while  this  guy  was  a size  eight. 

‘“If  we  were  the  same  size,  I could 
have  all  your  shoes  after  you  die.’ 

“‘Oh  no,  honey,’  the  old  man  said, 
‘they’re  all  going  into  the  box  with  me 
when  I go.’” 

One  of  Wolny ’s  youngest  customers 
was  a 9-year-old  girl  visiting  from 
Washington,  D.C.,  who  came  in  to  shop 


with  her  dad.  The  girl  wanted  the  new 
7-72”  heels,  but  her  dad  was  pushing  for 
her  to  get  the  more  practical  (!)  6”  heels 
instead.  “But  dad,”  the  girl  complained 
“they  don't  have  these  [7-72”  heels]  back 
home!”  In  the  end,  the  girl  got  her  l-'/i 
skyscrapers. 

An  even  younger  potential  customer 
was  a 5-year-old  girl  whose  wealthy 
mother  wanted  to  know  if  Wolny  could 
have  fetish  shoes  custom  made  in  her 
daughter’s  tiny  size.  As  it  turns  out,  he 
could  not — none  of  his  suppliers  had 
molds  that  small. 

Wolny  does  a little  advertising  and 
has  been  publicized  on  the  Playboy 
channel,  on  television  in  England,  and 
even  in  the  Virgin  Airlines  travel 
magazine,  but  most  of  his  new  business 

There  are  no  sideways 
glances  at  Foot  Worship, 
whether  it  be  for  suburban 
women  and  teenagers  trying 
on  the  sluttiest  pumps,  or 
crossdressers  looking  to  go 
all  out  in  the  footwear 
department. 

comes  directly  from  word  of  mouth. 
People  appreciate  his  low-key  demeanor 
and  the  fact  that  he  makes  everyone  feel 
welcome  at  his  store.  There  are  no 
sideways  glances  at  Foot  Worship, 
whether  it  be  for  suburban  women  and 
teenagers  trying  on  the  sluttiest  pumps,  or 
crossdressers  looking  to  go  all  out  in  the 
footwear  department. 

“I  can't  tell  you  how  many  guys 
come  in  here  saying  it’s  their  first  time  in 
heels  who  then  turn  out  to  be  the  most 
graceful  walkers  you’ve  ever  seen,” 
Wolny  notes. 

Wolny  emphasizes  that  he’s  always 
listening  to  his  customers’  concerns  and 
tries  to  provide  them  with  whatever  it  is 
they  may  want.  Once  he  got  an 
emergency  call  from  a dancer  at  the 
O' Farrell  Theater  who  had  broken  a shoe 
and  needed  a replacement  right  away.  He 
ran  up  the  street  to  deliver  the  new  shoes 
to  her  on  the  spot.  Sympathetic  to  the 
precariousness  of  stumbling  teeterers  like 
myself,  he  invented  the  “Stiletto 
Stabilizer,”  an  expanded  rubber  heel  that 
slips  over  narrow  stilettos,  increasing 
contact  with  the  ground  by  four-and-a- 
half  times  over  the  standard  stiletto  tip. 
He  also  sells  friction  pads  that  can  be 
stuck  to  the  slippery  soles  of  shoes, 


increasing  precious  stability  when  walk- 
ing on  smooth  surfaces. 

Wolny  is  happy  to  have  shoes  made 
to  order  and  has  put  together  everything 
from  boots  and  shoes  made  of  hemp  fiber 
to  what  he  laughingly  calls  “some  of  the 
ugliest  shoes  I've  ever  seen.”  He’s  sold 
shoes  to  socialites  whose  designer  gowns 
for  the  opening  of  the  San  Francisco 
Ballet  were  too  long  for  conventional 
heels,  and  to  high  school  girls  who  had 
the  same  problem  with  their  prom 
dresses.  His  shoes  contribute  signifi- 
cantly to  the  appeal  of  scores  of 
neighborhood  streetwalkers,  as  well  as  to 
that  of  at  least  one  woman  who  works  the 
streets  as  a police  decoy. 

I ask  Wolny  if  he’s  got  any  advice  for 
people  who  are  learning  their  way  into 
wearing  high  altitude  shoes. 

“1  tell  people  to  practice  walking  with 
a vacuum  cleaner."  he  answers.  “You  can 
use  the  vacuum  cleaner  hose  to  get  a kind 
of  tripod  effect.  Kind  of  like  those  training 
wheels  you  used  when  you  were  first 
riding  a bicycle.  As  you  get  more  comfort- 
able with  the  shoes,  you  can  put  less  and 
less  weight  on  the  vacuum  hose  until 
you're  ready  to  stand  on  your  own.” 

I consider  buying  the  5”  perpetual 
motion  shoes,  or  maybe  a pair  of  more 
comfortable  6”  heels  with  2”  platforms,  but 
in  the  end  I stick  with  my  familiar  4” 
scalloped  pumps.  Maybe  sometime  soon 
I’ll  be  ready  to  graduate  into  the  big  time.  If 
so.  I’ll  definitely  be  back  at  Wolny ’s  door. 

Pumps  sell  for  $29-109.  Platform  shoes 
are  $49-109,  knee-high  boots  $69-169,  and 
thigh-highs  $209-279.  Foot  Worship,  “the 
ultimate  fetish  footwear  experience,”  is 
located  at  1214  Sutter  Street,  between  Polk 
and  Van  Ness  (4 15-921 -FOOT).  Store  hours 
are  11-7,  Monday  through  Saturday  (Sundays, 
too,  from  June  through  October). 

If  you'd  like  to  receive  Comes  Naturally 
and  other  writing  by  David  Steinberg  regularly 
via  e-mail  (free  and  confidential),  send  your 
name  and  email  address  to  David  at 
<eronat@aol.com>.  Past  columns  are  available 
at  the  Society  for  Human  Sexuality’s  “David 
Steinberg  Archives”:  <www.sexuality.org/ 

davids.html>.  Two  books  edited  by  David, 
Erotic  by  Nature:  A Celebration  of  Life,  of 
Love,  and  of  Our  Wonderful  Bodies,  and  The 
Erotic  Impulse:  Honoring  the  Sensual  Self  are 
available  from  him  by  mail  order.  Descriptions 
and  ordering  information  are  posted  at 
<www.sexuality.org/ll  davids/en.html>  and 
<www.sexuality.org/ll  davids/ei.html>. 

T 
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.ESIONS  FROM  MY 
EAR  AS  PRESIDENT 

OR  llOW  TO  SURVIVE 


take  responsibility  and  we  seemed  to  be  drifting  into  oblivion. 

As  I contemplated  running  for  President,  I coerced  some  of 
the  usual  suspects  to  fill  the  open  Board  of  Directors  positions  for 
“just  one  more  term.”  To  build  consensus,  I decided  to  put  my 
goals  on  paper  and  circulate  them  in  order  to  clearly  state  the 
vision  1 had  for  TGEA.  Since  the  organization  seemed  to  be  with- 
ering, I felt  it  was  time  to  take  bold  action — such  as  removing  an 
interview  requirement  for  meeting  attendance — but  I also  wanted 
to  reaffirm  some  of  our  values.  This  document,  which  became  my 
"party  platform,”  met  with  unexpected  resistance  from  several  of 
the  people  I was  counting  on  for  support  as  board  members. 
Resistance  is  inevitable  with  change;  still,  1 was  disappointed. 

Fortunately,  the  Board  of  Directors  elected  with  me  repre- 
sented the  diversity  within  our  membership,  and  we  were  able  to 
consider  the  needs  of  all.  We  set  about  charting  the  course  for 
TGEA  in  the  coming  year.  1 tried  to  define  the  niche  for  TGEA 
as  being  the  place  where  people  can  first  step  out  of  the  closet 
and  explore  their  gender  expressions  in  a safe  environment. 

The  D.C.  area  is  fortunate  to  have  several  organizations  that 
can  specifically  support  special  interests,  such  as  MAGIC  (TS), 
Washington-Baltimore  Alliance  (CD),  DCATS  (FTM),  T.H.E. 
(Inner  city/at  risk  TG),  and  The  Washington  Academy 
(Drag).  It  seemed  to  me  that  TGEA  could  be  the  organization  to 
open  the  door  of  the  closet.  As  people  define  themselves,  they 
can  move  into  other  organizations  while  (hopefully)  remaining 
active  with  TGEA. 

To  appeal  to  the  newly  out,  TGEA  had  to  be  welcoming  to  all 
and  respectful  of  our  differences.  It  didn't  take  long  before  a dispute 
began  over  our  focus  (TS  vs.  CD),  resulting  in  the  first  resignation 
from  the  board  of  directors,  followed  by  a second  resignation  over 
my  style  of  leadership.  It  seemed  as  if  the  Board  of  Directors  was 


you  CAN’T 
ALWAYS  HAVE  IT 
YOUR  WAY. 

IT’S  NOT  ABOUT 
YOU,  IT’S  ABOUT 
THE  ME M 
I HAD  TO 


ON  MY  PLATFORM 
TO  KEEP  peace. 
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breaking  up  from  underneath  me.  The  difficulties  of  the  board 
were  minor  compared  to  the  unspeakable  events  of  September 
11th — that  seemed  to  further  drive  our  members  deeper  into 
the  closet.  Meeting  attendance  failed  to  recover  in  the  fall  as 
expected. 

An  additional  consequence  of  the  attack  on  the  Pentagon 
was  the  stress  placed  on  our  newsletter  editor,  who  became 
full>  involved  with  work  related  to  the  war  on  terrorism.  That 
stress  resulted  in  the  third  resignation  from  the  board.  Through 
this.  I kept  in  mind  that  as  President.  1 had  to  stay  optimistic.  1 
continued  w ith  our  monthly  meetings  and  added  several  out- 
and-about  events  in  town,  intended  to  give  our  members  a 
means  of  expanding  their  world  beyond  the  doors  of  our 
meeting  location.  By  holding  to  our  values,  I hoped  to 
weather  the  storm. 

The  year  2(X)1  closed  with  the  Holiday  Formal.  TGEA's  pre- 
mier event,  which  is  open  to  all  transgendered  people,  partners 
and  family.  1 hoped  that  the  success  of  that  event  would  reinvig- 
orate our  membership  and  get  our  members  back  into  regular 
attendance. 

By  the  time  January  was  over,  I was  beginning  to  feel  burned 
out.  Thankfully,  the  board  took  over  some  of  the  meeting 
programs  and  a volunteer  stepped  in  to  take  on  the  newsletter. 
Slow  ly.  through  March.  April  and  May,  we  began  to  rebuild  our 
membership  and  restore  our  financial  health.  To  my  great  relief, 
we  ended  up  the  year  in  the  black  and  renewed  TGEA’s  lease  on 
life.  We  managed  to  build  a new  board,  and  surprisingly,  several 
of  the  positions  were  actually  contested  in  the  recent  election. 

I can’t  say  TGEA  is  out  of  the  woods  yet.  We  still  have  a 
great  deal  of  work  to  do  to  keep  new  members.  Certainly, 
though,  the  tone  has  changed  to  one  where  all  are  accepted  and 
valued.  We  continue  to  have  a steady  stream  of  inquiries,  and 
it  seems  there  is  still  a large  pool  of  people  in  the  closet  just 
pining  to  get  out.  Reaching  these  people  with  a positive 
message  is  our  most  important  mission. 

As  with  other  groups,  getting  our  “experienced”  members 
to  return  and  share  their  insights  with  new  members  continues 
to  be  a challenge. 

This  year's  lessons  learned  include: 

• You  can’t  always  have  it  your  way.  It’s  not  about  you, 
it’s  about  the  members.  I had  to  compromise  on  my 
platform  to  keep  peace. 

• To  make  changes,  you  have  to  get  involved.  As 
President,  I became  the  lightning  rod  for  opinion  and 
ideas.  Most  members  assumed  I could  turn  their  ideas 
into  action  As  an  individual,  I could  do  only  so  much. 

• When  members  get  involved,  the  burden  of  running  an 
organization  is  shared  and  it  becomes  fun.  A single 
person  can  make  a difference!  If  every  member  does 
just  one  small  thing,  great  things  can  occur. 

• Attitude  is  everything.  Stay  optimistic — there  are 
enough  obstacles  out  there.  Your  attitude  shouldn’t  be 
one.  I tried  to  only  make  positive  statements 

as  President. 

• People  come  to  meetings  to  be  normal,  not  to  be  lectured 
to  We  found  tour  members  were  happiest  chatting 
with  one  another  or  participating  in  an  interactive 
program.  We  kept  programs  to  less  than  45  minutes 
and  encouraged  an  interactive  format  to  the  maximum 
extent. 
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• Sometimes  girls  just  wanna  have  fun  ( and  guys — Ed). 
We  had  a cycle  in  which  every  second  or  third  meeting 
was  a party  (Holiday  Formal,  Mardi  Gras,  Cinco  de 
Mayo).  This  kept  things  fresh  for  our  members  and 
gave  the  partners  an  opportunity  to  participate. 

• Everyone  belongs!  We  tried  to  make  sure  everyone  felt 
comfortable  and  accepted  at  TGEA  meetings.  Having  a 
board  composed  of  many  elements  in  the  transgender 
community  facilitated  this.  We  respected  each  other, 
and  that  respect  was  contagious. 

• Don’t  be  afraid  to  try  something  new.  Some  board 
members  added  unique  elements  to  the  program  (team 
building  exercises  and  directed  discussions).  These 
worked  out  better  than  expected  and  kept  the  energy 
level  of  the  membership  up.  Some  programs  fell  flat, 
and  that  is  to  be  expected  as  well. 

• Recognize  the  people  in  the  group  who  make  a 
difference.  As  President,  I presented  awards  at 
meetings  recognizing  members  who  made  a difference. 
The  value  of  the  gift  is  not  as  important  as  the  act  of 
recognizing  those  members  who  contributed  their  time 
and  energy. 


As  for  my  experience,  it  was  rewarding  and  trying  at  the 
same  time,  and  I recommend  it  to  anyone  who  wishes  to  grow. 
You  will  build  confidence  in  yourself  as  you  interact  with 
Churches,  School,  and  other  LGBT  organizations,  and  you  will 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  you  have  returned  something 
to  the  community  that  brought  you  out  of  the  closet.  You  work 
with  some  great  people  both  locally  and  in  national 
organizations  and  can  make  a difference.  Most  importantly,  you 
are  rewarded  by  the  joy  of  those  new  sisters  and  brothers  as 
they  emerge  from  their  closets  and  realize  they  are  not  alone. 

The  TransGender  Education  Association  exists  to  provide  an 
accepting  environment  for  transgendered  people  and  their 
partners  in  which  to  explore  and  develop  their  full 
personalities.  We  will  endeavor  to  reach  those  closeted 
transgendered  people  in  the  Metropolitan  D.C.  and  surrounding 
areas  with  a positive  message  and  offer  them  an  alternative  to 
living  in  a closet. 

To  contact  TGEA,  P.O.  Box  16036,  Arlington,  VA  22215,  or 
call  (301)  949-3822.  Web:  http://tgea.net/ 


Kelly  Riker  was  born  in  New  York  and  now  resides  in  Washington,  DC. 
She  began  dressing  up  secretly  in  her  sister’s  clothes  at  age  six,  but  after 
getting  caught  (2X),  she  became  skilled  at  discretion.  She  tried  to  live  up 
to  family  expectations  through  participation  in  varsity  football,  hockey 
and  other  traditionally  masculine  pursuits,  including  getting  her  Pilot's 
License  at  age  17.  She  completed  a career  flying  fighters  for  the  Navy; 
when  her  flying  stopped,  the  need  to  explore  her  femininity  surged.  She 
joined  TGEA  in  September  1993  and  became  Secretary  for  1995-96. 
After  leaving  Washington,  DC  for  several  years,  she  returned  and 
resumed  her  membership  in  TGEA  and  became  Secretary.  In  spring 
2001 , she  was  elected  President. 
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PASSING 


by  Debra  A . Johnson 


When  I was  15.  my  stepmother  told  me  I would  never  be 
the  man  my  father  was.  I spent  the  next  37  years  trying 
to  prove  her  wrong.  After  so  many  years  of  practicing 
manhood,  how  do  you  persuade  others  you  really  are  a woman? 

You  have  to  start  by  persuading  yourself.  It  was  years 
before  I began  to  listen.  Then,  when  I finally  told  my  oldest 
daughter,  the  wise  one,  she  informed  me:  “You’re  not  a woman, 
Dad!” 

Like  many  transsexual 
women.  I had  a problem  on 
my  hands. 

Some  of  us  take  to 
womanhood  naturally.  We 
look  pretty,  our  voices  are 
sweet,  our  gestures  are 
flowing.  You  can  tell: 
there's  a woman  in  front  of 
you. 

But  for  many  of  us, 
testosterone  and  socializa- 
tion have  done  their  dam- 
age. For  people  like  us,  the 
journey  to  womanhood  can 
be  painful,  But,  along  my 
journey,  I learned  that  the 
God  that  wanted  to  put  me  into  skirts  was  a humorist. 

Next  to  my  wanting  to  act  out  the  woman  I believed  I was 
was  another  fervent  desire:  not  to  be  ridiculed  or  beaten  up 
while  walking  down  the  streets  of  my  blue-collar  town. 
Learning  how  to  apply  makeup  was  not  just  an  expressive 
moment — it  was,  to  some  extent,  a protective  disguise. 

Here,  I made  some  headway.  I had  a video  on  applying 
foundation  and  makeup.  I had  invested  six  months  and  a 
couple  hundred  dollars  in  foundations  and  blushers  and 
lipsticks.  I might  have  looked  a bit  patchy,  and  I’m  sure  my 
lipstick  didn't  always  match  the  rest  of  my  face.  So,  when 
Anne,  a neighbor  I had  hoped  would  develop  into  a potential 
girlfriend,  stopped  by  to  ask  if  I wanted  some  tips  on 
presentation,  I looked  forward  to  lunch  and  her  advice. 

After  eating,  we  set  aside  our  plates,  “First,”  she  said,  as 
she  turned  to  face  me,  “I  need  to  know  what  you're  aiming  for: 
the  theatrical  or  the  realistic?” 

I was  stung!  I stammered  that  I thought  I was  going  for  the 
realistic.  “Then,”  and  she  let  me  have  it,  “ditch  the  foundation 
and  the  wig!” 

I tumbled  away  from  our  rendezvous  with  hollow  thanks! 

I had  heard  from  others  that  if  you  were  successful,  people 
should  be  able  to  sense  without  even  looking  that  you  were  a 
woman — that  you  should  be  able  to  pass,  if  you  had  to,  even  in 
a burlap  bag.  I wondered  if  this  is  what  Anne  meant. 


Amidst  my  heartache,  I was  left  with  a new  thought:  to  be 
a woman,  I had  to  be  natural!  It  was  one  of  the  best  pieces  of 
advice  1 could  have  been  given. 

At  first,  I felt  naked  without  wig  or  protective  cover.  But  it 
was  pleasant  to  see  the  confusion  I could  cause,  even  without 
them. 

“Can  I help  you  over  here,  ma’am?”  a teller  would  call 

out  as  I entered  the 
bank — only  to 

change  pronouns  on 
closer  view.  Boy  bag- 
gers worried  they  had 
embarrassed  me.  So, 
as  I picked  up  my 
bags,  I graciously 
overlooked  their  shift 
in  pronouns,  as  if 
their  mistakes  were 
entirely  natural  under 
the  circumstances — 
which,  of  course,  they 
were. 

People  were 
remarkably  adapt- 
able. A postal  clerk 
whose  eyes  grew  wider  as  I came  closer  became  completely 
normal  when  I politely  asked  for  a roll  of  first  class  stamps.  A 
rote  request  brought  forth  a rote  response — and  that  was 
enough  to  bring  us  down  to  earth. 

Some  encounters  were  tinged  with  fear.  When  I walked  up 
to  the  Sears  automotive  counter  to  order  a battery,  the  clerk,  a 
beefy  man  with  hairy  arms  stood  with  his  back  to  me,  leaning 
over  a desk.  As  he  heard  my  voice  and  turned,  he  said:  “I’ll  be 
with  you  in  a moment,  ma’am.”  This  was  the  response  I was 
hoping  for — yet  1 was  seized  by  a sudden  fear:  What  if  I 
couldn’t  carry  it  off?  Those  arms  and  hands  could  put  me  out 
for  a while!  The  fear!  Was  1 deceiving  him,  or  myself? 

God  must  have  snickered  the  afternoon  I drove  to  work, 
hoping  to  sneak  up  the  stairs  to  my  office  in  blue  pumps.  My 
Tempo  died  in  the  middle  of  75th  Street  and  22nd  Avenue,  one 
of  the  busiest  intersections  in  my  town  and  kitty-corner  from 
the  clinic  at  which  my  spouse  worked. 

I froze,  but  I had  to  get  out  of  the  car.  The  policeman 
standing  by  The  Spot,  a local  drive-in,  would  be  noticing  the 
problem  Tempo  and  me.  With  shoes  pulsing  like  K-Mart  blue- 
lights,  I walked  over  to  him  like  a drunk  trying  hard  to  walk  a 
straight  line.  I told  him  I would  call  a tow  truck  from  the 
clinic.  He  nodded  and  pulled  his  car  behind  mine.  But  no  one 
at  the  clinic  had  ever  seen  me  in  female  attire  before — let  alone 
in  blue  pumps. 
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I strode  in.  The  receptionist  dialed  the  number,  and  I slid 
into  a waiting-room  chair  and  bowed  my  head,  bracing  for  the 
questions  to  come.  They  never  came;  but  when  I looked  up, 
I met  the  eyes  of  the  pastor  from  the  Lutheran  college  at 
which  I used  to  teach.  I don’t  recall  our  conversation.  Perhaps 
he  was  feeling  gracious,  perhaps  he  was  blind,  perhaps — and 
this  was  the  thought  I took  with  me — perhaps  he  didn't  give  a 
damn! 

Little  by  little,  confidence  grew,  sometimes  without 
effort — like  the  weekend  I had  to  go  to  the  hardware  store  for 
paint.  Tired  of  putting  myself  together,  I headed  out  in  jeans 
and  sweatshirt,  fully  prepared  to  be  a boy  for  the  few  minutes 
it  would  take  to  find  paint  and  get  it  shaken  and  paid  for.  The 
clerks  addressed  me  with  female  pronouns.  I was  treated  as  a 
woman  while  wearing  sloppy  male  attire! 

Not  everything  went  well.  To  celebrate  the  fifth 
anniversary  of  my  business,  I took  my  spouse  and  youngest 
daughter  to  the  Deerpath  Inn,  a charming  place  serving 
legendary  breakfasts  in  an  upscale  Chicago  suburb.  The 
prospect  of  a really  excellent  meal  far  from  the  eyes  of  her 
friends  overcame  my  youngest  daughter’s  reluctance  to  be  seen 
with  me.  She  got  into  the  car,  resigning  herself  to  my  dress  and 
stockings. 

All  was  well  at  our  table  on  the  glassed-in  veranda  off  the 
dining  room.  My  family  had  filled  their  plates  for  the  first 
round.  The  waiters  were  attentive,  and  my  daughter  looked 
happy.  Now  I,  too,  could  leave  for  the  buffet.  At  the  table,  two 
small  boys  stood,  watching  the  cook  slice  into  the 
ham.  The  oldest  decided  on  a Belgian  waffle  and 
took  a serving  spoon  and  heaped  the  whipped 
cream  on  top.  His  little  brother  saw  a shortcut  and 
dipped  his  hand  into  the  mound  of  whipped 
cream.  He  was  about  to  dip  again  when  I turned  to 
him  and  said  rather  sharply:  “Don't  do  that!” 

He  took  a step  back  and  considered  me  for  a 
moment.  Then  he  started  jumping  up  and  down. 

“You’re  not  a girl!  You’re  not  a girl!  You’re  just  a 
boy  with  long  hair!”  he  yelled  several  times  excit- 
edly. And  away  he  skipped  to  share  his 
discovery.  Since  anything  1 could  say  in  my  tenor 
voice  would  only  confirm  his  and  the  public’s 
opinion,  I went  silently  about  the  business  of 
choosing  my  food  and  returned  to  my  table — only 
to  see  the  little  boy  storming  around  the  comer, 
pointing  me  out  to  the  father  he  had  dragged 
along.  “There  he  is,”  the  little  boy  shouted  glee- 
fully for  everyone  to  hear,  “That’s  not  a girl,  that’s 
not  a girl.  That’s  just  a boy  with  long  hair!”  My 
daughter  slid  down  her  chair,  her  worst  fears  con- 
firmed. 

It  was  hard  to  tell  who  was  more 
embarrassed,  the  boys’  father,  or  me.  He  quickly 
dragged  off  his  son.  If  the  other  diners  at  the  tables 
around  had  noticed,  they  didn't  show  it;  the  wait- 
ers continued  to  be  attentive,  and  it  seemed  the 
disturbance  would  be  no  more  than  local.  Thanks 
to  good  manners  all  around,  breakfast  continued 
without  further  incident — although  I did  offer  to 
wait  outside  in  the  car  until  breakfast  was  done. 


My  daughter  has  more  than  reconciled  herself  to  my 
change.  She  feels  comfortable  inviting  home  her  boy  and  girl 
friends.  The  funny  moments  when  I tripped  up  over  physical 
issues  have  diminished,  but  the  human  comedy  continues. 
There  is  the  issue  of  mental  and  spiritual  development  for  us  to 
slip  up  on. 

The  amount  of  mental  equipment  that  may  require  rewiring 
during  transition  can  be  enormous.  A transgendered  woman  of 
sporadic  acquaintance  who  is  drop-dead  gorgeous  and  has  a 
lovely  ringing  woman’s  voice  used  to  snap  pictures  of  her  girl- 
friends in  sexy  poses  and  publish  them  on  her 
website,  like  any  red-blooded  American  male. 

A number  of  transgendered  women  writers,  including  Jan 
Morris,  Deirdre  McCloskey,  and  Aleshia  Brevard  direct  us  to 
tackling  tougher  issues — not  just  what  sort  of  a woman  do  I 
want  to  look  like,  but  what  sort  of  woman  do  I want  to  be? 
What  is  a “real”  woman  or  man,  anyway?  Better  yet,  what  is  it 
that  makes  me  real  to  others?  Does  it  have  to  do  with  gender, 
or  is  it  more  broadly  human,  having  to  do  with  developing  a 
capacity  to  love  in  addition  to  being  loved? 

On  that  ultimate  human  journey,  there  will  be  many  more 
comic  slip-ups  for  most  of  us  before  we  learn  how  to  pass. 
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and  make-up  provided.  For  appointment  call: 

Barbara  Mon  + Tues  at  781-245-6798 
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Ladies, 

create  the  fabulous 
styles  of  classic  beauties 
with  a look  that  sizzles! 

Enjoy  the  style  and  elegance 
of  living  in  our  world  of  beauty. 

•Color-coordinated  makeup  kits 
for  specific  skin&  hair  types 
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toners,  anti-aging  creams. 
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Then  in  the  studio  presenter  Laura  asks  “Tranny  Sex  - Can  we  talk V 
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The  following  was  presented  in  April,  2002  at  the  1FGE 
Coming  Together  conference  in  Nashville,  TN 

CONCEPT 
OF  GENDER 
AMONG 
SELECTED 
NATIVE 
AMERICAN 
TRADITIONS 

by  Kenneth  Dollarhide 

As  a blond-haired,  blue-eyed  mix- 
blood  child  growing  up  on  the  Pine 
Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South 
Dakota  and  living  in  border  towns  around 
the  reservation,  I was  taught  early  that  I 
must  learn  to  define  myself  and  not  allow 
others  to  define  who  I am — or  at  least  not 
to  accept  their  definitions  of  me.  Full- 
bloods  would  tell  me  I was  white  and  not 
an  Indian  at  all.  Whites  would  call  me 
“dog-eater”  or  “another  damn  breed”  and 
claim  I was  not  white  at  all.  If  I allowed 
either  the  Indians  or  the  whites  to  define 
me,  to  give  me  by  own  identity,  I would 
have  gone  insane,  wondering  where  I 
belonged.  Fortunately,  a tribal  elder,  long 
since  passed,  told  me  I belonged  to  the 
earth — and  I knew  in  that  moment  who  I 
am  and  that  no  one  other  than  myself 
could  define  who  I am.  I understood  the 
Indian  notion  of  defining  yourself. 

BINARY  NOTIONS 

It  seems  to  me  that  using  the 
Western,  European,  monotheistic  model, 
there  is  a rigid  binary  code  of  sex  and 
gender  which  finally  reduces  all  of  us  to 
being  either  a penis  or  a vagina.  There  are 
even  rules,  making  it  more  confusing, 
that  we  must  follow.  Those  individuals 
with  a penis  are  supposed  to  develop 


masculine  gender  characteristics  and 
select  those  individuals  with  vaginas  as 
objects  of  sexual  desire.  And,  of  course, 
those  individuals  with  vaginas  are 
expected  to  develop  feminine  gender 
identities  and  sexually  desire  those 
individuals  who  have  a penis. 

Those  who  cannot  or  do  not  fit  into 
this  rigid  tight  box — no  pun  intended — 
are  forced  to  appeal  to  some  mental 
health  or  medical  professional,  who  will 
then  legalize  their  gender  experience. 
This  assumes  that  in  some  strange  and 
esoteric  manner  those  individuals  need  to 
be  “corrected”  by  medical  professionals 
into  being  people  with  a penis  or 
people  with  a vagina  and  that  by  doing  so 
they  will  be  made  either  male  or  female 
and  the  ambivalence  will  then  disappear 
and  all  will  be  well.  Or,  as  Leslie 
Feinberg  says,  “Men  are  masculine  and 
women  are  feminine.  End  of  subject.  But 
clearly  the  subject  didn't  end  there  for 
me.”  (Feinberg,  p.  102)  It  seems  to  me,  as 
it  did  to  Feinberg,  that  it’s  not  that  easy- — 
and  this  is  where  the  confusion  comes  in 
and  I no  longer  understand.  Kate 
Bornstein,  in  her  book  Gender  Outlaw, 
says: 

So  there  are  rules  to  gender,  but  rules  can  be 
broken...  gender  can  have  ambiguity.  There  are 
many  ways  to  transgress  a prescribed  gender  code, 
depending  upon  the  world  view  of  the  person  who’s 
doing  the  transgressing:  they  range  from  preferring 
to  be  somewhat  less  than  rigidly  gendered,  to 
preferring  an  entirely  non-definable  image...  and 
then  I found  out  that  gender  can  have  fluidity,  which 
is  quite  different  from  ambiguity.  If  ambiguity  is  a 
refusal  to  fall  within  a prescribed  gender  code,  then 
fluidity  is  the  ability  to  freely  and  knowingly  become 
one  or  many  of  a limitless  number  of  genders,  for 
any  length  of  time,  at  any  rate  of  change.  Gender 
fluidity  recognizes  no  borders  or  rules  of  gender. 

- Bornstein,  pp.  51-52 

SEX  AND  GENDER 
DISTINCTION 

Clearly,  a distinction  must  be  made 
between  sex  and  gender,  which  are  all- 
too-often  used  as  synonyms.  Will  Roscoe 
offers  an  interesting  construction  as  a 


way  out  of  this  biological  binary 
determinism: 

If  sex  is  a social  construction,  it  cannot  provide  the 
“transcendental  signified”  for  defining  gender.  The 
challenge,  therefore,  is  to  define  sex  without 
presupposing  the  naturalness  of  its  forms  and  to 
define  gender  without  reducing  it  to  a reiteration  of 
sex.  This  can  be  accomplished  by  recognizing  sex 
as  a category  of  bodies,  and  gender  as  a category 
of  persons.  The  first  entails  the  criteria  for  being 
recognized  as  humans...  the  second  involves 
distinctions  between  kinds  of  persons  within  a 
group.  This  shifts  the  emphasis  from  assumptions 
about  biological  differences  to  the  social  processes 
of  categorization  by  which  a body  is  acknowledged 
as  being  human. 

- Roscoe,  p.  127 

This  moves  us  from  binary, 

biological  determinism  to  a multi- 
dimensional social  and  cultural 
category  which  allows  for  profound  dif- 
ferences between  sex  and  gender — and 
we  can  begin  to  understand  Kate 
Bornstein  when  she  says,  “I  know 
several  women  in  San  Francisco  who 
have  penises.  Many  wonderful  men  in  my 
life  have  vaginas.  And  there  are  quite  a 
few  people  whose  genitals  fall  some- 
where between  penises  and  vaginas” 
(p.  56).  The  late  Kim  Harlow  described 
herself  beautifully  in  her  diary  which  was 
published  shortly  after  her  death: 

The  truth  is,  I’m  not  a woman.  Of  course — and  this 
is  going  to  shock  others  like  me,  and  astound  some 
people — you  might  wonder,  why  do  all  that,  just  to 
say  at  the  end  that  she  is  not  a woman?  Well,  it  is 
quite  simple  really.  I was  a boy  who  felt  terrible  in 
his  boy’s  body,  because  in  my  head,  in  my  mind,  I 
felt  completely  female,  and  I really  needed  to  ...  I 
was  incapable  of  living  the  life  of  a boy,  of  a man, 
and  I didn't  feel  like  a man  at  all.  ..  I did  what  I had 
to  do  to  be  in  harmony  with  my  mind..  But  then  it’d 
be  wrong  to  say  that  today  I’m  a woman.  I’m  a 
transsexual,  and  what  makes  me  a transsexual  is 
that  I was  born  a boy,  and  I changed  so  as  to 
become  someone  physically  totally  female,  with  a 
physique  which  goes  with  my  mind.  But  the  problem 
is,  when  you  say  to  someone  you’re  not  a woman, 
they  say  you  are  a man.  No,  I’m  not  a man  either, 
I’m  a transsexual 

- Harlow,  p.10 

To  the  degree  Kim  Harlow  believed 
she  was  not  a woman,  she  accepted  and 
bought  into  the  binary  model.  By 
contrast,  Rachel  Pollack  says: 
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When  I came  out  I understood  above  all  else 
that  the  knowledge  of  myself  as  female  rested 
in  the  deepest  places  of  my  being.  I understand 
now  that  that  means  the  body.  The  body  of  a 
Trance-sexual  woman  desires  to  become 
female,  recognizes  herself  as  female.  The  body 
desires  to  change  her  outer  form.  Crossing 
sexuality  is  not  a concept  imposed  on  the  body 
by  a detached  mind  at  odds  with  reality. ...  When 
I stopped  resisting  my  desires  I did  not  hate  my 
body's  masculine  form,  but  saw  myself  as 
female,  whatever  my  shape. 

- Pollack,  p.  2 

The  "correction"  is  not  the 
correcting  of  gender,  but  of  sexuality. 
Jennifer  Spry  says  in  her  auto- 
biography: 

Medical  knowledge  has  advanced  to  where  it 
has  accepted  that  not  everything  can  be  known 
about  a person  just  by  merely  looking  at  physi- 
cal attributes.  It  is  time  for  the  medical  profes- 
sion to  universally  accept  this  and  relinquish 
their  dogma  that  a person's  gender  is  deter- 
mined by  genitalia.  We  are  all  much  more  than 
just  a penis  or  a vagina. 

- Spry,  p.  183 

Many  Native  Americans  have 
known  this  for  thousands  of  years.  It’s 
good  to  know  modern  medical  science 
may  finally  be  catching  up  to  Native 
Americans’  way  of  thinking! 

NATIVE  AMERICAN 
RESPONSES  TO 
GENDER  AND  SEX 

Lame  Deer,  a Lakota  Holy  Man, 
says  that  Indians  don't  try  to  define 
other  people,  but  simply  accept 
however  they  define  themselves,  as 
their  true  self.  For  many  Native 
Americans,  having  a penis  or  vagina 
has  nothing  to  do  with  making  one 
male  or  female.  Walter  Williams, 
quoting  an  informant  says: 

It  is  easy  to  pick  out  a winkte.  They  act  and  talk 
like  women,  but  are  really  half  and  half...  Winkte 
are  different,  neither  man  nor  woman.  It  is  a 
third  group,  different  from  either  men  or  women. 
That  is  why  the  winkte  is  regarded  as  sacred. 
Only  the  Great  Spirit,  Wakan  Tanka,  can  explain 
it,  so  we  accept  it, 

- Williams,  pp.  85-86 

Though  the  specifics  vary  from 
tribe  to  tribe,  this  non-binary  notion 
allows  for  various  possibilities.  A 
child  born  with  a penis  may  display 
characteristics  and  behave  like  a 
female,  allowing  for  the  possibility 
that  he  is  in  reality  a female.  The  same 
possibility  is  true  for  one  born  with  a 
vagina — she  may  display  character- 
istics and  behave  as  a male,  allowing 
for  the  possibility  that  she  is  in  reality 
a male. 


Members  of  these  third  and  fourth 
genders  are  referred  to  by  many 
names.  The  Lakota  use  the  word 
winkte  or  “will  be  woman,”  the 
Cheyenne,  He  man  eh  or  “man- 
woman,”  the  Shoshoni  tainna  wa’ippe 
or  “man-woman,”  the  Dine  (Navajo), 
nadle  or  “someone  in  constant  process 
of  change,”  the  Crow,  bade,  “not  man, 
not  woman”  (Long,  p.  103).  All  of 
these  terms  encompass  more  than  the 
rigid  binary  of  monotheism;  they 
indicate  an  unfolding,  a moving 
toward  gender  rather  than  an  absolute. 
Williams  correctly  points  out  they: 

...  get  a special  recognition  in  native  society  not 
because  they  become  social  females,  but 
because  they  take  a position  between  genders. 
They  serve  a mediating  function  as  Go- 
Between  for  women  and  men....  Because  they 
are  not  considered  the  same  as  men  or  as 
women,  their  emphasized  difference  is  a way  of 
defining  what  women  are,  and  what  men  are. 
Their  androgyny,  rather  than  threatening  the 
gender  system,  is  incorporated  into  it. 

- Williams,  p.  84 

One  of  the  interesting  things 
about  this  concept  of  more  than  only 
masculine  and  feminine  gender  is  the 
effect  it  has  on  issues  whose 
implications  involve  sexuality  and 
social  acceptance.  Among  many 
Native  tribes,  the  transpeople  were 
held  with  equal  or  even  greater  status 
than  those  who  fit  into  the  binary 
male-female  gender  structure.  Lame 
Deer  says,  "They  were  not  like  other 
men,  but  the  Great  Spirit  made  them 
winktes  and  we  accept  them  as  such. 
They  were  supposed  to  have  the  gift  of 
prophecy,  and  the  secret  name  a 
winkte  gave  to  a child  was  believed  to 
be  especially  powerful  and  effective. 
In  former  days  a father  gave  to  a 
winkte  a fine  horse  in  return  for  such  a 
name”  (p.  1 1 7).  They  were,  and  often 
still  are,  seen  as  spiritual  or  sacred 
people  who  are  blessed  by  being  trans- 
gendered. 

In  contrast,  the  majority  culture 
often  sees  the  transgendered  people  as 
throwaways  not  blessed  by  the 
Creator,  but  damned.  Paraphrasing 
Sue-Ellen  Jacobs,  biological  sex  may 
be  the  determinant  fact  in  the  sex- 
based  binary  structure  in  defining  a 
male  body  or  a female  body,  but 
gender  encompasses  the  social  activity 
and  natural  behavior  of  a person  in 
relation  to  commonly-held  notions  of 


similar  patterns  of  behavior.  These 
patterns  of  behavior  become  stereo- 
types and  expectations  of  a gender  by 
a culture,  and  combining  that  with 
their  obvious  biological  sex  deter- 
mines whether  an  individual  is  a male 
or  female.  (Jacobs  et  ah,  pp.  1-2).  This 
makes  it  possible  for  Native 
Americans  to  break  out  of  the  binary 
stereotype — and  here  is  where  the 
gender  based  Native  American 
structure  differs  from  the  biological 
sex-based  binary  structure.  The 
combination  of  both  the  biological  sex 
and  the  gender — both  these  factors — 
make  a two-sided  equation  with  four 
potential  solutions  which  are  the  four 
genders  found  among  many  Native 
American  tribes  and  nations. 

Because  gender  identity  is  more 
important  than  biological  sex,  it  is 
gender  that  determines  the  basis  for 
human  relationships.  Thus,  what  could 
appear  as  a homosexual  relationship 
involving  two  [biological]  male-sexed 
persons  may  very  well  be  a hetero- 
sexual relationship.  Therefore  what 
those  who  embrace  the  binary  model 
know  as  a homosexual  relationships 
may  not  be  in  Native  American  culture 
because  they  are  relationships 
involving  different  genders.  In  fact, 
the  very  concept  of  homosexuality  in 
Native  culture  was  often  defined  as 
sexual  relations  between  two  people  of 
the  same  gender  or  of  two  closely 
related  genders — not  sex  but  gender. 
(Jacobs  et  al.,  pp.  104-105).  The  Dine, 
for  example  defined  homosexuality  as 
a relationship  involving  two  men,  two 
women,  a male-to-female  nadle  and  a 
woman,  a female-to-male  nadle  and  a 
man,  two  male-to-female  nadle,  and 
two  female-to-male  nadle  as  homo- 
sexual and  not  approved  by  the  tribe — 
whereas  a relationship  between  a 
male-to-female  nadle  and  a male  or  a 
female-to-male  nadle  and  a woman  are 
heterosexual  relationships  (Lang,  p. 
105). 

It  seems  that  for  the  Dine,  there 
are  six  possible  homosexual  relation- 
ships and  three  possible  heterosexual 
relationships: 

Homosexual  Relationships: 

• Male-to-maJe 

• Female- to-female 

• Male-to-femaJe  Nadle  with  a female 


• Female-to-male  Nadle  with  a male 

• Male-to-female  Nadle  with 

another  male-to-female  Nadle 

• Female-to-male  Nadle  with 

another  female-to-male  Nadle 

Heterosexual  Relationships: 

• Male  and  female 

• Male-to-female  Nadle  and  male 

• Female-to-male  Nadle  and  female 

There  are  three  possible  types  of 
heterosexual  relationships,  whereas 
the  binary  model  allows  for  only  one 
type  of  heterosexual  relationship.  This 
is  clearly  more  complex  than  the 
binary  notion  will  allow,  and  infinitely 
more  open,  tolerant,  and  compas- 
sionate. This  system  allows  one  to  be 
who  one  is  naturally  and  does  not 
force  an  identity  upon  anyone. 
However,  in  many  Native  American 
Tribes,  homosexual  behavior  is  looked 
down  upon — though  there  are,  as  best 
I can  determine,  traditionally  no  acts 
of  violence  against  homosexual 
behavior. 

The  Native  Americans  redefined 
the  very  notion  of  self:  who  you  are, 
who  you  know  yourself  to  be  deter- 
mines for  the  Native  American  your 
gender  and  sexuality,  and  both  form 
your  character. 

Napewasin  Marjorie  Ann 
Schutzer,  a Lakota  winkte,  says  in  her 
essay  “Narcissism  is  not  a dirty  word”: 

This  is,  of  course,  nothing  which  we  have  a 
choice  over.  This  is  no  more  of  a choice  than 
water  running  down  hill  has  a choice.  Oh  yes, 
we  do  have  a kind  of  choice,  you  must 
remember  that  one  always  has  a choice  in 
everything.  But,  in  this  case,  the  only  choice  we 
have  is  to  NOT  do  what  we  are  doing.  I don't 
know  about  you — but  I haven't  got  that  much 
courage  to  have  chosen  not  to  be  me!!  It  is  what 
it  is — and  quite  simply  put,  our  goals  are  the 
same  as  anyone  else's,  balance,  inner  peace 
and  to  be  directly  in  touch  with  all  the  power  of 
the  universe  through  our  own  being,  nothing 
less  will  do  for  our  lives.  And  you  should  never 
settle  for  anything  less. 

- Schutzer,  p.  2 

What  must  always  be  remem- 
bered when  discussing  Native 
American  notions  of  gender  is  that  the 
emphasis  must  always  be  upon  gender. 
One  should  not  focus  too  much  upon 
sexuality,  as  the  two  are  not 
necessarily  related.  What  is  or  is  not 
between  one’s  legs  may  or  may  not 
have  anything  to  do  with  one’s  gender. 


CONCLUSION 

Rachel  Pollack  says  in  one  of  her 
essays: 

I would  argue  that  transsexuality  arises  from  a 
passion  so  powerful  that  it  transcends  issues  of 
happiness.  The  word  passion  originally  meant 
suffering,  not  pleasure.  The  suffering  of  trans- 
sexuality, however,  is  like  that  of  religious 
ecstasy,  or  even  orgasm — overwhelming, 
intense,  and  ultimately  joyous  when  we 
surrender  to  it  and  let  it  carry  us  into  the  power 
of  the  experience 

- (Archetypal  Transsexuality,  p.  2). 

This  sentence  summarizes  everything 
I have  been  thinking  about  and  trying 
to  understand.  I think  being  trans- 
gendered  is  exactly  that,  a 
transcending,  religious  experience,  a 
knowing  that  arises  out  of  your  very 
being,  out  of  your  very  existence. 
When  society  denies  the  trans- 
gendered  person  her  or  his  own  being 
or  reality,  tragedy  is  often  the  result. 
With  the  destruction  of  one’s  own- 
being or  self,  there  is  nothing  left. 
Death  is  the  only  alternative — and 
there  are  many  transsexual/trans- 
gendered  people  who  chose  death  and 
self-destruction  rather  than  life  as  a lie. 
As  Pollack  says,  “...  finally,  we  under- 
go— we  seek  out,  even  demand- 
surgery  on  our  genitals.  No  logical 
decision,  or  confusion,  or  social 
conditioning,  or  even  mental  illness, 
can  account  for  such  an  overwhelming 
need”  (ibid,  pp.  2-3). 

The  most  important  word  used 
here  is  NEED.  That  need,  I believe,  is 
to  be  authentic  to  one’s  own-being,  to 
be  in  the  world  as  who  you  are — and  is 
indeed  a powerful  and  mystical  expe- 
rience or  authentication. 

Lame  Deer’s  statement  that 
Indians  don’t  try  to  define  other 
people,  but  simply  accept  however 
they  define  themselves  as  their  true 
self,  begins  to  take  on  a real  meaning 
in  this  context.  It  allows  one  to  be  self- 
defined.  Too  often.  Western  culture 
cannot  tolerate  this  notion  of  freedom 
to  self-define. 

What  would  happen  to  our  society 
if  all  of  us  could  or  did  define  our- 
selves? I suppose  some  of  us  would 
define  ourselves  as  male,  some  of  us 
would  define  ourselves  as  female, 
some  of  us  would  define  ourselves  as 
both  male  and  female,  and  some  of  us 


would  define  ourselves  as  neither  male 
nor  female.  That,  I think,  would  make 
our  society  inclusive — everyone 
would  be  welcomed  to  the  table.  And 
wouldn’t  that  be  shocking! 

I would  like  to  suggest, 
paraphrasing  B.C.  Holmes,  that  if 
there  is  a fraud  perpetuated  in  being 
transgendered,  it  is  perpetuated  by  a 
society  that  condemns  and  damns  the 
transgendered.  The  fraud  is  not  owned 
by  the  transgendered.  but  by  the  rest  of 
us  who  force  the  transgendered  to 
deny  their  identities  and  realities. 
What  we  have  to  learn  from  Native 
Traditions,  in  the  words  of  the  Lakota, 
is  to  listen  to  the  one  who  is 
ceyaiglata — “crying  out.”  And  we 
must  respond  to  this  cry  with 
compassion,  and  a sincere  attempt  at 
wokahnigapi — understanding. 
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GENDER- 
VARIANT 
PERSONS 
AND  TRAUMA 

by  Jane  Heenan,  MSW 

Given  the  context  of  our  trans- 
phobic and  heterosexist  culture, 
it  would  seem  noncontroversial  to 
state  that  gender-variant  persons  are  at 
increased  risk  of  traumatic  victim- 
ization in  a variety  of  ways,  in  a 
variety  of  environments,  and  by  a 
variety  of  persons.  Some  of  these 
assaults  are  overt  and  take  the  form  of 
verbal  or  physical  abuse,  while  other 
kinds  of  abuse  are  the  result  of 
employment,  health  care,  and  housing 
discrimination,  or  exclusion  from 
family  and  other  social  and  spiritual 
gatherings  and  groups. 

A variety  of  wounds — physical, 
psychological,  spiritual,  economic — 
accrue  in  response  to  more  subtle 
enforcement  of  normative  gender  rules 
in  our  simultaneously  anti-sex  and 
sex-preoccupied  culture:  diagnosis  as 
mentally  disordered  as  defined  in  the 
Gender  Identity  Disorder  found  in  the 
DSM-IV  (APA.  1996);  stereotyping 
via  media  images;  and  victimization 
and  revictimization  by  law  enforce- 
ment officers  and  legal  and  political 
systems.  These  cultural  demands  are 
often  internalized  and  create  addi- 
tional difficulties  for  gender-variant 
persons  who  shame  and  sometimes 
hate  themselves  in  what  may  be 
recognized  as  an  understandable 
response  to  prejudice,  hatred,  and 
violence. 

Additionally,  many  gender- 
variant  persons  know  others  like 
themselves  who  have  been  murdered 
or  mutilated  as  a result  of  expressing 
their  individual  gender  identity — and, 
like  others  who  struggle  with 
survivor’s  guilt,  may  suffer  from  the 
complicated  effects  of  being  a 
survivor  in  what  may  be  characterized 
as  a gender  war.  An  ongoing  fear  of 
victimization,  even  after  many  years 
of  passing  as  a nondescript  member  of 
one’s  chosen  gender,  often  adds  yet 
another  layer  to  the  exploration  of  the 
trauma  endured  by  gender-variant 
persons. 


Indeed,  professionals  often 
encourage  their  patients  to  pursue  a 
post-transition  status  as  “normal”  men 
or  women — even,  to  cite  a common 
example,  telling  persons  to  fabricate 
personal  life  histories  about  their 
childhood.  It  has  been  my  experience 
as  a helping  professional  that  trans- 
persons who  seem  to  pass  even  in  such 
intimate  places  as  their  marriages  and 
their  gynecologist’s  office  cannot  pass 
in  all  places.  Additionally,  they  often 
live  in  fear  of  meeting  someone  either 
from  their  past  or  who  has  a well- 
developed  ability  to  read  transpersons. 
Some  of  the  results  of  this  fear  of 
being  read  are  not  unlike  the 
symptoms  listed  in  the  DSM-IV 
diagnosis  for  Post-Traumatic  Stress 

People  are  blamed  for 
their  own  oppression, 
and  the  mental  health 
system  works  in  con- 
junction with  the  legal 
and  criminal  justice 
systems  to  maintain  the 
status  quo. 

James  I.  Martin.  (1997).  Political  aspects  of  mental  health 
treatment,  p.43.  In  T.R.  Watkins  & J.W.  Callicutt  (Eds.), 
Mental  health  policy  and  practice  today,  Thousand  Oaks, 
CA:  Sage  Publications. 

Disorder:  persistently  re-experiencing 
distress  as  evidenced  by,  for  example, 
intense  psychological  anxiety  and 
physiological  reactivity  on  exposure  to 
reminders  of  one’s  lived  gender 
history;  persistent  avoidance  of  stimuli 
associated  with  one’s  lived  gender 
history;  and  persistent  symptoms  of 
increased  arousal  such  as  irritability  or 
outbursts  of  anger  or  hypervigilance  in 
a variety  of  contexts.  What  is  even 
more  tragic  is  that  a powerful  com- 
ponent of  healing — coming  out — is 
simply  not  available  to  them.  It  is  as  if 
they  had  traded  one  lie  for  another 
during  their  transition  from  living  in 
the  role  of  “one”  gender  to  living  in 
the  role  of  the  “other”  and  that  to  tell 
the  truth  at  this  stage  would  threaten 
their  very  existence. 

DSM-IV  DIAGNOSIS 

There  is  presently  a high  degree 
of  agreement  on  diagnosis  of  PTSD 
among  the  general  population.  Briefly, 
the  DSM-IV  diagnosis  of  PTSD 
includes  four  criteria:  the  person  has 
been  exposed  to  a traumatic  event  and 


responded  with  intense  fear, 
helplessness,  or  horror;  this  event  is 
persistently  re-experienced;  the  person 
persistently  avoids  trauma-related 
stimuli  and  is  emotionally  numbed 
following  the  event;  and  the  person 
has  persistent  symptoms  of  increased 
arousal  following  the  event.  Horowitz 
discusses  a variety  of  reasons  of 
PTSD,  including  social,  biological, 
and  psychological  causes. 

Biological  responses  to  trauma, 
including  chronic  alteration  of 
synaptic  transmission  of  brain-alerting 
systems  and  changes  in  serotonin 
subtype  chemistry,  can  cause  a 
trauma-response  cycle  which  leaves 
the  person  increasingly  vulnerable. 
Psychological  reorganization  of 
internal  cognitive  maps  or  activation 
of  latent,  weak,  damaged,  defective,  or 
bad  concepts  of  self  or  of  other 
persons  in  response  to  acute  or 
cumulative  trauma  may  cause 
dependent  self-positioning  and 
impoverishment  of  self-competence, 
or  may  lead  to  chronic  emotional 
vulnerabilities  such  as  depression, 
rage,  shame,  or  fear.  Failures  in 
expected  social  support  and  exploita- 
tion of  culturally  less  powerful 
persons  by  culturally  more  powerful 
persons  are  among  the  social  causes  of 
PTSD.  These  social  causes  happen  to 
gender-variant  persons  with  great  fre- 
quency and  in  many  arenas. 

The  effects  of  these  traumas  and 
effective  ways  to  promote  healing  for 
gender-variant  persons  are  not  well 
documented  within  the  professional 
literature  of  psychotherapy — nor  are 
they  well  understood  by  the  vast 
majority  of  those  who  practice 
psychotherapy.  This  lack  of  documen- 
tation and  understanding  constitutes 
“epidemiological  invisibility”  of 
gender-variant  persons  within  a 
variety  of  arenas  which  include  social, 
political,  spiritual,  and  governmental 
institutions.  However  invisible,  the 
trauma  endured  by  transpersons  is  no 
less  hurtful  to  these  individuals. 

TRAUMA  AND  GENDER- 
VARIANT  PERSONS 

Gender-variant  persons  face 
social  and  employment  discrimination 
and  are  at  considerable  risk  for  victim- 


ization  in  a variety  of  arenas — yet 
there  is  no  available  research 
describing  interventions  for  the  unique 
population  of  gender-variant  persons 
who  have  been  victimized  or  who  are 
suffering  from  the  aftereffects  of 
trauma.  In  addition,  my  perspectives 
as  author,  helping  professional,  and 
transperson  inform  my  recognition 
that  specific  interventions  which 
emanate  from  a transphobic  culture 
and  which  are  defined  as  modernist 
“treatments”  for  “symptoms”  cannot 
be  applied  to  gender-variant  persons 
without  more  careful  consideration 
than  effect  sizes  can  show. 

J.J.  Sherman,  in  a 1998  article 
“Effects  of  Psychotherapeutic 
Treatments  for  PTSD:  A Meta- 
analysis of  Controlled  Clinical  Trials,” 
published  in  The  Journal  of  Traumatic 
Stress,  describes  general  goals  of 
treatments  for  symptoms  of  post- 
traumatic  stress.  These  goals  include 
developing  a realistic  appraisal  of 
threat,  overcoming  avoidance  of  the 
cues  and  reminders  of  trauma,  making 
meaning  out  of  traumatic  experiences, 
and  working  through  trauma  via 
re-exposure  and  subsequent  reinter- 
pretation. 

For  gender-variant  persons, 
Sherman's  first  goal — developing  a 
realistic  appraisal  of  threat — would 
include  considerations  in  general  areas 
such  as  personal,  family  and  other 
relationships,  work,  and  community. 
Personal  considerations  may  include 
questions  like  how  well  does  ze  pass; 
how  well  does  ze  wish  to  pass;  does  ze 
seek  a more  stable  or  more  fluid 
gender  expression;  and  does  ze  have 
any  experiences  of  positive  acceptance 
of  hir  gender-variant  expression  from 
others  with  whom  ze  has  regular 
contact.  Concerns  about  employment 
for  persons  with  a job  may  include 
such  things  as:  what  is  hir  work 
environment;  is  ze  out  at  work;  what  is 
the  status  of  hir  state-issued  documen- 
tation; what  workplace  policies  or 
legal  or  statutory  employment 
protections  exist;  and  are  there 
particular  threats  to  safety  or  the 
existence  of  positive  support  in  hir 
work  environment  from  specific 
persons.  For  those  who  are 
unemployed,  considering  employment 
issues  may  include:  asking  questions 


like  what  work  environments  match 
hir  skills,  interests,  and  abilities;  how 
might  ze  best  go  about  gaining 
employment  as  a transperson;  will  ze 
be  out  on  the  job:  how  has  ze  been 
generating  income  without  formal 
employment;  and  what  fears  does  ze 
have  about  possible  homelessness. 
Appraisal  of  family  and  other  relation- 
ships may  include:  what  is  the  status 
of  hir  primary  relationship;  is  ze  out  in 
hir  primary  relationship;  is  ze  out  to  all 
or  part  of  hir  family;  does  ze  have 
children;  do  child  custody  disputes 
exist  with  hir  partner  or  other  family 
members;  what  local  legal  precedents 
or  statutes,  if  any,  exist  regarding  a 

Psychological  reorganization 
of  internal  cognitive  maps 
or  activation  of  latent,  weak, 
damaged,  defective,  or  bad 
concepts  of  self  or  of  other 
persons  in  response  to  acute 
or  cumulative  trauma  may 
cause  dependent  self-position- 
ing and  impoverishment  of 
self-competence,  or  may  lead 
to  chronic  emotional  vulnera- 
bilities such  as  depression, 
rage,  shame,  or  fear. 

trans  parent’s  child  custody;  and  what 
is  the  status  of  hir  available  personal 
support  structure.  Community 
considerations  might  include:  what  is 
the  status  of  the  local  trans 
community;  how  are  transpersons 
recognized  within  the  local  sexual 
minority  community;  how  does  local 
law  enforcement  view  transpersons; 
and  is  ze  aware  of  the  frequency  of 
assaults  and  murders  of  transpersons. 
The  review  of  these  issues  and  others 
specific  to  particular  individuals  will 
help  identify  areas  of  greatest  possible 
threat. 

Sherman’s  second  goal- 
overcoming  avoidance  of  the  cues  and 
reminders  of  trauma — can  be 
especially  difficult  for  gender-variant 
persons.  Transpersons  cannot  remove 
themselves  from  a transphobic  culture 
which  tells  us  in  a variety  of  ways  and 
through  a variety  of  persons  and 
institutions  that  the  expression  of 
gender  variance  is  shameful,  sinful, 
evil,  immoral,  disordered,  illegal, 
profane,  and  wrong.  These  cues  and 
reminders  of  trauma  are  prevalent  in 
so  many  and  in  such  seemingly 


innocuous  places  that  they  can  be 
overwhelming.  In  addition,  trans- 
persons may  have  internalized 
society's  transphobia.  Helping  the 
transpersons  with  whom  we  work 
have  a healthy  or  at  least  non- 
pathological  perspective  regarding 
gender  variance  is  important  and  can 
be  facilitated  through  the  person’s 
greater  immersion  in  trans  culture  and 
the  recognition  of  or  identification 
with  other,  seemingly  more 
successful,  transpersons.  Suggesting 
to  transpersons  readings  or  web  sites 
which  document  a positive  history  of 
gender-variant  expression  and 
spending  time  considering  cultural 
myths  of  a rigid,  genital-based  bipolar 
gender  order  may  aid  in  overcoming 
avoidance.  Also  helpful  for  many 
transpersons  is  gaining  a greater 
awareness  of  one’s  own  gender-role 
expectations  by  explicit  discussion  of 
definitions  and  expectations  of 
concepts  like  woman,  man,  husband, 
wife,  daughter,  son,  transition,  sex- 
change,  and  gender  variance.  By  iden- 
tifying individualized  constructs  and 
goals  in  a supported  and  safe  environ- 
ment, persons  can  begin  to  create 
positive  change  in  their  lives.  As 
progress  is  made  toward  gender  goals, 
greater  resilience  and  lesser  avoidance 
can  result. 

This  sort  of  meaning-making  can 
also  be  helpful  in  gaining  greater 
control  over  particular  traumatic 
experiences — Sherman's  third  goal. 
Becoming  more  aware  of  the  (gender) 
water  in  which  we  swim  as  a culture 
and  as  individuals  can  allow  new 
vantage  points  for  viewing  situations 
and  new  experiences  to  be  found. 
These  changes  in  perspective  may 
help  lead  to  new  ways  of  seeing  old 
things. 

Additionally,  greater  control  can 
be  gained  by  participating  more 
actively  in  local  trans  communities. 
This  participation  might  include 
advocating  for  changes  in  statutes  and 
policies,  sharing  personal  experiences 
with  gender-variant  persons  and 
others,  or  doing  outreach  education  in 
more  marginalized  groups  within  the 
trans  community,  such  as  working 
with  sex  workers  around  issues  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases.  Active 
participation  can  be  empowering; 
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helping  to  generate  concrete,  external, 
and  generalizable  differences  can  be  a 
powerful  elixir  for  personal  healing. 

Working  through  trauma  via 
re-exposure  and  subsequent  reinter- 
pretation— Sherman's  fourth  goal — is 
potentially  complicated  for  gender- 
variant  persons  who  live  in  a trans- 
phobic culture.  Unlike  trauma  victims 
whose  struggles  result  from  singular 
events,  transpersons  may  not  be  able 
to  remove  themselves  from  the 
experiences  of  trauma  in  their 
everyday  lives.  Re-exposure  can  be  a 
regular  occurrence  and  often  happens 
outside  the  safety  and  structure  of 
counseling.  As  a result,  ongoing 
reinterpretation  of  traumatic  events  is 
often  a part  of  the  healing  process  as 
traumatic  events  reoccur  in  the  lives  of 
transpersons.  In  addition,  a trans- 
person's interpretations  are  likely  to 
change  as  well  in  response  to  hir 
changing  experiences  in  expressing  hir 
personal  sense  of  gender  identity  more 
openly. 

Counselor  sensitivity  about  and 
awareness  of  these  processes  can 
create  safer  places  for  transpersons  to 
occupy  during  counseling  and  can 
keep  counselors  from  additional 
victim-blaming  w hen  clients  continue 
to  report  traumatic  events. 

AFFIRMATIVE 
COUNSELING  WITH 
GENDER-VARIANT 
PERSONS 

In  considering  the  available 
professional  discussions  regarding 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  gender- 
variant  persons,  therapeutic  goals  for 
Gender  Identity  Disorder  would 
include  elimination  of  gender-variant 
behavior,  thoughts,  and  feelings. 
Treatments  to  reach  these  goals  have 
typically  included  induction  into  a 
process  of  gender  transition  of 
physical  and  hormonal  modification 
with  the  goal  of  living  as  an 
unambiguous  member  of  the  opposite 
gender  with  a heterosexual  orientation 
in  that  gender  role.  Additionally, 
treatment  of  transpersons  has  often 
included  counsel  for  the  client  to 
expunge  hir  gendered  past  in  order  to 
complete  the  elimination  of  gender 


variance.  Those  providing  treatment 
have  assumed  that  the  culture,  roles, 
and  values  of  stable  and  unchanging 
bipolar  gender  constructs  are 
inherently  superior.  As  a result, 
research  regarding  transpersons  has 
focused  on  the  efficacy  of  hormonal 
regimens  and  surgical  procedures, 
rendered  invisible  transpersons  who 
do  not  fit  the  expected  constructed 
outcomes  in  relation  to  stable 
gendered  identities,  sexual  orientation, 
medical  procedures,  or  desire  for 
passability. 

When  working  with  disad- 
vantaged minority  persons,  it  is 
important  to  recognize  that  helping 
professionals  have  a choice — either  to 
promote  the  reigning  social  discourse, 
or  to  empower  transpersons  to  tell 
their  own  story.  Empowerment 
involves  interventions  designed  to 
reduce  clients'  powerlessness  stem- 
ming from  the  experience  of  negative 
valuation  and  discrimination.  By 
acknowledging  environmental,  social, 
economic,  and  political  factors  which 
can  cause  and  maintain  a person’s 
problems,  affirmative  counseling  can 
reduce  blaming  the  victim  in 
counseling. 

Affirmative  helping  professionals 
accept  a person’s  gender  identity  and 
do  not  work  to  change  a person’s 
gender  expression.  They  abstain  from 
reinforcing  the  “less-than”  messages 
which  emanate  from  our  heterosexist 
society  and  refrain  from  labeling  a 
person's  gender-variant  expression  as 
a pathology  in  and  of  itself.  The  work 
may  proceed  in  identifying  difficulties 
related  to  gender  variance,  even  as 
there  is  an  effort  to  distinguish 
between  a person’s  inner  struggle  and 
the  culture-bound  oppression  which 
may  be  its  source.  Affirming  helping 
professionals  must  work  to  recognize 
the  complex  layers  of  cultural 
expectations  w hich  may  be  present  for 
any  one  person.  They  need  also  to 
attend  to  a person’s  support  networks, 
which  can  function  as  sanctuaries  in 
an  oppressive  society,  by  exploring  a 
person’s  level  of  engagement  with 
similar  others  and  by  helping  them  to 
identify  more  fully,  engage  more 
actively,  and  develop  sources  of 
support  w ith  these  others. 


IVe  received  the  following  from  the  tale  Jody  Norton 
shortly  before  her  death.  We  find  it  most  appropriate 
for  The  Journal. 


GROWING  UP 
FEMME-MALE 
IN  MASCULINE 
CULTURES 


by  Jody  Norton 


GENDER  IDENTITY:  the  sameness,  unity 
and  persistence  of  one's  individuality  as  male  or 
female  or  ambivalent  in  greater  or  lesser 
degree,  especially  as  it  is  experienced  in  self- 
awareness  and  behavior.  Gender  identity  is  the 
private  experience  of  gender  role,  and  gender 
role  is  the  public  expression  of  gender  identity. 

-John  Money,  Gendermaps:  Social 

Constructionism.  Feminism,  and  Sexosophical 
History 


“All  right,  then.  I’ll  go  to  hell." 

- Huck  Finn,  occasional  crossdresser,  in 
Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn,  by  Samuel  L 
Clemens 

The  standard,  opposed,  explana- 
tions of  gender  development  for 
the  last  twenty  years  have  been  John 
Money’s  theory  that  sex  of  rearing  is 
the  overriding  factor  and  Julianne 
Imperato-McGinley’s  conclusion  that 
“when  the  sex  of  rearing  is  contrary  to 
the  testosterone-mediated  biologic  sex 
[of  boys],  the  biologic  sex  prevails” 
(Imperato-McGinley.  et  al.,  1979.  pp. 
1235-1236).  Perhaps  the  most  fasci- 
nating aspect  of  both  theories  is  the 
extent  to  which  they  assume  a general 
congruence  between  sex  and  gender 
and  a prototypical  binariness  of  both. 

Anne  Fausto-Sterling  states  that 
“it  is  difficult  for  young  people  to 
handle  a disagreement  between  their 
external  anatomical  sex  and  their 
assigned  sex"  (Fausto-Sterling.  1985. 
p.  88).  She  goes  on  to  point  out: 

In  all  of  the  cases  studied  both  by  Money's 
and  by  Imperato-McGinley's  groups,  either  the 
assigned  sex  changed  spontaneously  to  agree 
with  the  visible  anatomy  or  doctors  surgically 
altered  the  anatomy  to  bring  it  more  into  line 
with  the  assigned  sex. 

- p.  88 


Fausto-Sterling  is  presumably 
right  in  regard  to  children  who  are 
traditionally  gendered  or  intersexed. 
For  some  children,  however,  the 
source  of  friction  is  not  between 
anatomical  sex  and  assigned  sex,  but 
between  assigned  sex  and  experienced 
gender.  Neither  Money  nor  Imperato- 
McGinley  theorizes  sex/gender  with 


sufficient  flexibility  or  imagination  to 
account  for  this  kind  of  transchild, 
except  through  the  threadbare  strategy 
of  pathologization — the  tedious 
reversion  to  constructing  as  defective 
those  individuals  who  reveal  defects  in 
the  conceptual  system  of  the  theorist. 
The  current  DSM-IV  category 
“Gender  Identity  Disorder  in 
Children”  (302.6)  is  an  example  of 
this  practice. 

In  the  late  1990s,  birth  control, 
artificial  insemination,  cloning  and 
other  genetic  engineering,  organ  trans- 
plantation, transsexual  and  cosmetic 
surgeries,  cyborgian  technologies, 
tissue  regeneration  research,  and 
myriads  of  other  medical/technical 
discourses  and  practices  are  changing 
the  material  possibilities  of  sex,  and  in 
doing  so,  are  changing  the  meaning  of 
both  sex  and  gender.  The  sexed  bodies 
of  human  beings  are  ever  more  clearly 
not  divisible  simply  into  males  and 
females  whose  identity  and  meaning 
center  on  their  reproductive  functions. 
The  more  human  reproduction  is 
undesirable  rather  than  desirable,  and 
the  more  medicine  and  biotechnology 
invent  ways  to  create,  transform, 
modify,  and  artificially  support  human 
life,  the  less  social  attention  and 
energy  will  tend  to  be  directed  towards 
maintaining  a binarism  of  the  sexes, 
and  the  heteronormativity  that  has 
historically  accompanied  it. 

The  political  and  economic  gains 
continuing  to  be  made  by  women  in  a 
world  where  physical  differences  are 
increasingly  less  significant  are  also 
powerfully  influencing  contemporary 
meanings  of  sex  and  gender.  Gender  is 
rapidly  shifting  from  being  a key 
“core”  identity  element  tightly  linking 
the  subject’s  sexed  body  to  her  socio- 
economic role.  It  is  now  increasingly 
frequently  irrelevant  (or  largely 
irrelevant)  to  individuals’  economic 
and  formal  political  roles  and  values. 
An  individual's  gender,  as  she  lives  it. 
may  not  even  have  much  to  do  with 
the  external  reproductive  anatomy 
with  which  she  was  bom. 

Gender  is  now  becoming  an 
affective-intellectual  combination  of 
modes  of  self-presentation,  sexual 
desire,  and  social  affinities  in  a public 
personality  that  speaks/acts  for,  and 
symbolically  represents,  a private 


sense  of  self.  Gender  is  manifesting  its 
creative  potentialities  as  an  aesthetics, 
an  erotics,  and  a field  of  spiritual/emo- 
tional/social bonding  and  relationality 
rather  than  functioning  statically  and 
ideologically  as  a semiotics  of 
reproduction  and  the  oppression  of 
women.  One  need  not  point  out  that 
the  “old”  gender  of  the  1950s  and 
1960s  assuredly  functioned,  in  the 
U.S.,  in  aesthetic,  erotic,  and  social 
realms  as  well.  But  it  did  not  do  so 
with  anywhere  near  the  range  of  social 
and  cultural  possibilities  that  it  has  at 
its  disposal  today.  Nor  was  the 
individual  as  free,  legally  and  techno- 
logically, to  follow  her  gender  journey 
down  new  or  newly  accessible  paths  to 
non-traditional  forms  of  gender 
definition  and  expression. 

The  battle  for  gender  liberation, 
however,  is  just  beginning — 
especially  for  children,  who  are  least 
equipped  to  fight  that  battle  for  them- 
selves. Children  who  transgress  state, 
corporate,  institutional,  and  familial 
norms/regulations  of  gender  are  made 
to  feel  that  they  are  (in  escalating 
order  of  intensity)  mistaken,  confused, 
in  need  of  help,  mentally  ill, 
disgusting,  perverted,  sinful, 
depraved.  The  affective  consequences 
of  some  version  of  this  litany  of  criti- 
cism are  guilt,  shame,  anger, 
depression,  and  self-loathing — and 
ultimately,  the  anguish  of  being  alone. 
The  image  of  seven-year-old  Ludo, 
lying  unconscious  in  the  freezer,  in 
Alain  Berliner’s  recent  film  “Ma  Vie 
en  Rose”  is  a perfect  representation  of 
the  absolute  isolation  that  is  too 
commonly  the  lot  of  transchildren. 
The  combination  of  social  ostracism 
and  internalized  transphobia  results  in 
an  isolation  that  puts  the  child  at  risk 
of  physical  victimization  on  the  one 
hand,  and  suicide  on  the  other. 

Social  survival,  psychological 
survival,  and/or  literal  physical 
survival,  then,  are  the  transchild’s 
most  pressing  issues.  They  create  the 
need  for  strategies  of  location.  If  one 
can  somehow  negotiate  a homeplace 
within  the  social  matrix,  one  may  be 
able  to  connect,  or  stay  connected, 
with  others.  This,  in  turn,  enables  one 
to  become  “real” — that  is,  to  exist  and 
to  be  visible  as  a social  subject  whose 
public  meaning  is  functionally 


congruent  with  the  subject’s  meaning 
for  hirself. 

Given  that  to  survive  (let  alone  to 
thrive)  is  so  difficult  for  most  trans  or 
proto-trans  children,  one  wonders 
how,  if  human  beings  have  any 
capacity  for  undetermined  choice  at 
all.  transchildren  can  ever  choose  to  do 
anything  except  disguise  themselves, 
in  a kind  of  flight  to  avoid  persecution. 
And  yet,  as  one  peruses  case  studies; 
ethnographic,  anthropological,  and 
sociological  accounts;  literature;  auto- 
biography; and  other  sources,  it  is 
striking  how  frequently  non-tradition- 
ally  gendered  children  choose  to 
follow  their  idiosyncratic  gender 
journeys,  despite  great  cultural 
pressure,  and  at  great  personal  cost. 
This  fact  suggests  two  observations: 

• In  the  aftermath  of  poststructural- 
ism, the  degree  of  agency  that 
individuals — even  immature  individ- 
uals— possess  has  been  seriously 
underestimated  or  ignored. 

• (render  identity  may  he  much 
more  deeply  rooted  in  primary  genetic, 
prenatal,  and  postnatal  conditioas, 
relations,  and  experience  than  radical 
coastructionist  accounts  of  the  formation 
of  gender  would  imply  . 

In  this  essay,  I want  to  examine 
two  texts  in  which  the  male-to-female 
protagonists  consciously  choose  a 
transgressive  gender  formation,  to  ask 
why  they  do  so  (given  that  many  trans- 
children experience  gender  cruelty 
even  before  they  begin  to  make 
conscious  transgender  choices),  to 
suggest  that  radical  social  construc- 
tionist theories  of  gender  fail  to 
provide  adequate  explanations  for  the 
life  choices  of  such  children,  and  to 
propose  a theoretical  prolegomenon  to 
a more  balanced  and  inclusive  account 
of  gender  development. 

In  “Pigs  Can’t  Fly,”  the  opening 
section  of  Shyam  Selvadurai’s  novel 
Funny  Boy  (originally  published  as  a 
short  story),  seven-year-old  Arjie’s 
once-a-month  play  world  at  hir 
grandparents’  upper-middle-class 
home  in  Colombo,  Sri  Lanka,  is 
rigidly  divided  into  boys’  and  girls’ 
play  spaces  (the  latter  behind  the 
house).  Arjie  opts  for  “the  girls,”  as 
their  territory  is  called,  the  primary 
attraction  of  which  is  the  “potential  for 
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the  free  play  of  fantasy"  (p.  4).  Due  to 
"the  force  of  my  imagination"  (p.  4), 
Arjie  is  selected  as  the  leader  in 
\ arious  games  and  stories,  which 
typically  center  on  a female  character 
(Cinderella.  Thumbelina).  Arjie's 
favorite  is  bride-bride,  a day-long 
mock  marriage  ceremony  involving 
elaborate  preparatory  rituals.  "The 
culmination  of  this  game."  Arjie  tells 
us.  "and  my  ultimate  moment  of  joy, 
was  when  I put  on  the  clothes  of  the 
bride.  ...  then,  by  the  transfiguration  I 
saw  taking  place  in  Janaki’s  cracked 
full-length  mirror — by  the  sari  being 
wrapped  around  my  body,  the  veil 
being  pinned  to  my  head,  the  rouge  put 
on  my  cheeks,  lipstick  on  my  lips, 
kohl  around  my  eyes — I was  able  to 
leave  the  constraints  of  my  self  and 
ascend  into  another,  more  brilliant, 
more  beautiful  self...”  (pp.  4-5). 

But  this  transgender  world  can 
exist  only  so  long  as  it  is  invisible  to 
the  disciplinary  gaze  of  parents  and 
other  adults.  Upon  the  arrival  of 
Arjie's  cousin  Tanuja,  whom  the  girls 
cruelly  dub  "Her  Fatness,”  a struggle 
for  dominion  over  what  is  already  a 
distinctly  nonegalitarian  play  world 
takes  place.  Feeling  herself  to  be 
losing  the  battle  to  Arjie,  Tanuja 
enlists  the  help  of  the  authorities  and 
effectively  ousts  Arjie  by  outing  hir  as 
trans:  when  the  grownups  discover 
Arjie  dressed,  remarks  are  made,  hir 
parents  are  embarrassed,  and  hir 
mother  tells  hir  that  s/he  must  no 
longer  play  with  the  gUls.  Upon 
Arjie’s  asking  why,  Amma  replies, 
"Because  the  sky  is  so  high  and  pigs 
can’t  fly”  (p.  23). 

Forced  to  play  with  the  boys, 
Arjie  is  clever  enough  to  get  hirself 
banished,  only  to  lose  a final  skirmish 
with  Tanuja,  ending  in  expulsion  from 
“the  girls” — that  territory  to  which 
s/he  “seemed  to  have  gravitated 
naturally”  (p.  3)  as  well.  Arjie 
concludes: 

I knew  that  I would  never  enter  the  girls' 
world  again  Never  stand  in  front  of  Janaki's 
mirror,  watching  a transformation  take  place 
before  my  eyes  And  then  there  would  be  the 
loneliness  I would  be  caught  between  the  boys' 
and  the  girls'  worlds,  not  belonging  or  wanted  in 
either. 

— p 39 

Arjie  loses  our  sympathy  to  some 
extent  because  of  hir  “masculinity” — 


that  is,  hir  initial  subordination  of 
Tanuja.  and  hir  failure  to  share  power 
within  the  girls’  community.  There  is  a 
certain  justice  in  Arjie’s  fate,  in  that  a 
feminist  sensitivity,  generosity,  and 
inclusiveness  might  have  allowed 
Arjie  to  accommodate  Tanuja,  and  to 
get  along  with  her  at  least  well  enough 
to  avoid  the  contretemps  through 
which  s/he  is  dismissed  from  “the 
girls.”  Yet  Tanuja  turns  out  to  be  at 
least  equally  domineering,  so  the  text 
does  not  sustain  a narrowly  gendered 
political  analysis  of  "the  girls.” 

The  adult  world,  however,  is 
narrowly  gendered,  and  Tanuja  is  able 
to  turn  this  fact  to  account,  engineer- 
ing Arjie’s  expulsion  on  the  implicit 
grounds  that  a boy  should  not  play 
with  girls  and  dress  in  women’s 
clothing.  Arjie’s  days  as  a girl  are,  in 
any  case,  numbered,  since  hir  desire  is 
to  live  publicly  (e.g.,  bride-bride)  as 
what  s/he  can  only  be  (within  hir 
cultural  context)  insofar  as  s/he  can 
maintain  hir  own  invisibility. 

Until  hir  transgender  behavior  is 
interfered  with.  Arjie  (who  thinks  of 
hirself  consciously  as  a boy)  has  no 
idea  that  what  s/he  is  doing  is 
“wrong.”  But  although  s/he  is  hurt  by 
hir  mother’s  rejection  and  hir  father’s 
disgust,  s/he  doesn’t  submit  to  the 
combined  negative  social  judgment  of 
hir  behavior,  but  publicly  defies  that 
judgment.  It  takes  the  matriarch 
Ammachi  herself  to  drive  Arjie  defini- 
tively out  of  “the  girls.”  And  once  s/he 
is  excluded,  hir  choice  is  not  to 
attempt  an  abject  reentry  into  the  male 
community  (which,  ironically, 
contains  one  allowed  tomboy),  but  to 
flee,  in  bitterness  and  tears.  S/he 
returns,  finally,  to  avoid  yet  more  cruel 
corporal  punishment  than  s/he  will 
already  face,  yet  we  leave  hir 
unreintegrated  and  alone.  Hir  efforts  to 
locate  hirself,  as  a transperson,  have 
failed. 

On  what  ground  does  Arjie  defy 
the  combined  authority  of  hir  relatives 
and  the  pervasive  gender  ideology  of 
hir  culture?  What  allows  hir  to  mount 
such  durable  resistance?  What  causes 
hir,  finally,  to  choose  neither  legal 
gender  community  over  what,  to  hir,  is 
the  wrong  one?  We  must  remember,  of 
course,  that  Arjie’s  story  is  fictional 
(even  if  quasi-autobiographical). 


Nevertheless,  Arjie  has  many 
sisters,  who  can  be  found  not  only  in 
the  fiction  of  writers  such  as  Henry 
James,  Denton  Welch,  and  Richard 
McCann,  but  in  case  studies  such  as 
those  in  Richard  Green's  The  “Sissy 
Boy”  Syndrome  and  the  Development 
of  Homosexuality,  in  documentary 
films  like  “Paris  Is  Burning,"  and  in 
the  largely  undocumented  streets  of 
the  world,  from  Mexico  City  to  Dakar, 
and  from  Thailand  to  Detroit.  Can  it  be 
that  social  construction  alone  accounts 
for  so  many  individuals,  across  so 
many  cultural  boundaries,  who  despite 
their  wide  variation  of  beliefs,  styles, 
and  behaviors  share  a clearly  recog- 
nizable similarity  in  their  psychologi- 
cal affiliation  with  women? 

Things  do  not  conclude  so  grimly 
in  Alain  Berliner’s  alternately 
humorous  and  horrifying  film  “Ma  Vie 
en  Rose.”  Ludovic,  a French  seven- 
year-old  with  three  older  siblings  (a 
girl  and  two  boys)  and  suburban 
middle-class  parents  who  had  hoped 
for  a girl,  believes  (or  hopes)  that  s/he 
is  a girl.  S/he  crossdresses  whenever 
possible,  and  gravitates  to  girls  and 
women  and  their  activities  (dolls, 
dance,  romantic  fantasies  and  rituals). 
“It’s  a scientific  matter,”  Ludo 
announces,  explaining  hir  very  out 
transgender  behavior  (an  ongoing 
source  of  embarrassment  to  hir  would- 
be  upwardly-mobile  parents)  as  the 
result  of  hir  other  X chromosome’s 
having  accidentally  fallen  into  the 
trash  on  its  way  down  from  heaven. 
And  indeed,  unlike  Arjie,  who  seems 
comfortable  in  hir  male  body,  Ludo 
may  turn  out  to  be  a true  transsexual. 
In  the  meanwhile,  as  Ludo  instructs 
Jerome,  the  boy  next  door,  she  is  “a 
girlboy.” 

Trouble  starts  when  Ludo 
announces  that  s/he  and  Jerome  are 
“going  to  marry  when  I'm  not  a boy.” 
Ludo  subsequently  stages  a mock 
wedding  (dressed  in  a pink  satin  dress 
that  once  belonged  to  Jerome’s 
deceased  sister),  which  is  interrupted 
by  Jerome’s  mother  just  as  Ludo  is 
informing  Jerome  that  he  may  kiss  hir. 

Ludo’s  high  femme  gender  causes 
hir  to  be  misread  by  Jerome’s  father 
and  others  as  gay,  which,  in  a Catholic 
society,  is  understood  as  the  next  thing 
to  damnation.  A harrowing  series  of 


violent  and  transphobic  confrontations 
(including  some  with  hir  parents) 
drives  Ludo  to  attempt  to  kill  hirself 
by  going  to  sleep  in  a freezer.  Ludo’s 
father  (who  works  for  Jerome's  dad) 
loses  his  job,  and  the  family  is 
hounded  from  the  neighborhood,  with 
many  recriminations  inside  the  family 
and  out. 

In  the  new  neighborhood  Ludo  is 
approached  by  a transboy  named 
Christine.  The  two  make  friends,  and 
at  the  latter’s  birthday  party  exchange 
clothes:  Christine’s  dress  for  Ludo’s 
cavalier  outfit.  After  a final  burst  of 
hysteria  from  Ludo’s  mother,  hir 
parents  finally  decide  to  leave  Ludo  to 
hir  own  gender  devices,  and  we  watch 
hir  at  the  end  of  the  movie  chain- 
dancing with  Christine  and  the  other 
children.  Ludo,  then,  has  located 
hirself,  at  least  for  the  time  being.  As 
the  manager  of  my  local  alternative 
video  store  (herself  an  ardent  devotee 
of  "Ma  Vie  en  Rose”)  put  it,  “There's 
hope  for  junior  high!” 

“Ma  Vie  en  Rose”  is  more 
parabolic  than  realist.  Ludo's  parents 
never  explain  to  hir  the  difference 
between  public  and  private — really 
only  so  that  the  film  can  represent 
publicly,  for  public  debate, 
stereotypical  ideologies  of  gender  and 
their  deleterious  effects  on  the 
non-traditionally  gendered.  Further, 
we  are  encouraged  to  understand  Ludo 
a bit  too  neatly  as  “who  s/he  is” 
(though  s/he  does  ask  hir  sister  at  one 
point  to  tell  hir  if  s/he  is  a boy  or  a 
girl).  Nevertheless,  “Ma  Vie  en  Rose” 
presents  a prototype  of  a drama  that  is 
lived  out  by  thousands  of  boys  and 
girls  in  equally  violent  and  traumatic 
forms,  though  usually  under  a 
somewhat  less  spectacularly  public 
gaze. 

With  Ludo,  as  with  Arjie,  two 
signal  questions  present  themselves: 
why  would  a child  make  the  choice  to 
resist  such  social  pressure  with  so 
much  determination  and  persistence? 
And  can  radical  constructionist  theory 
account  satisfactorily  either  for  such 
anomalous  behavior  or  for  the 
intensity  of  each  child’s  commitment 
to  hir  own  understanding  of  hir 
gendered  being? 

Anne  Fausto-Sterling  informs  us 
that  “linear  chainlike  causal 


explanations"  of  “complex  human 
traits”  are  “simply  wrong”  (p.  75), 
whether  they  are  biologically  or 
environmentally  oriented.  First  of  all, 
biology  “is  not  a one-way  determinant 
but  a dynamic  component  of  our 
existence”  (p.  121).  “The  human 
body,”  Fausto-Sterling  writes, 
“functions  in  a social  milieu  and  ... 
changes  in  response  to  that  context” 
(p.  88).  But  if  biology  alone  cannot 
explain  gender  development  (for 
example),  it  would  be  wise  to  avoid 
assuming  that  cultural  discourses  and 
ideologies  can  do  so  independently  of 
the  body.  The  term  environment  itself 
(that  which  “constructs”  us,  as 
humanities  theorists  and  social 
scientists  put  it)  refers  to  very  different 
kinds  of  locations  and  operations, 
from  the  in  utero  environment  to  the 
familial  environment  of  infancy,  to  the 
cultural  milieu.  Some  of  its  senses  are 
biological,  some  involve  unconscious 
psycho-structural  events,  some  refer  to 
conscious  perceptions  and  identifica- 
tions, and  so  on.  It  is  not  at  all  clear,  in 
other  words,  what  a term  like  social 
construction  might  or  might  not  mean, 
despite  its  facile  use  in  a great  deal  of 
recent  humanities  and  social  science 
research.  Fausto-Sterling  concludes: 

To  understand  human  development  we 
need  to  know  a great  deal  more  about  how  the 
environment  affects  physical  growth  and 
patterns,  and  how  individual  variation  including 
genetic  variation  plays  into  each  different  life 
history  to  produce  adults  with  different  compe- 
tencies and  potentials 

— p.  89 

In  Monique  Wittig’s  work, 
biological  development  at  first  appears 
irrelevant  to  the  evolution  of  gender  in 
the  individual,  since  for  her  gender  is 
“an  element  of  language”  (Wittig, 
1992,  p.  80)  that  is  appropriated  by 
men  for  the  purpose  of  the  subordina- 
tion of  women.  Specifically,  the  use  of 
the  personal  pronoun  I creates 
subjectivity  in  consciousness,  an  act 
which  performs  mastery  of  language 
as  the  foundation  of  subjectivity:  the 
speaker  is  the  subject.  Because  usage 
in  English  and  grammar  in  French 
conflate  the  masculine  with  the 
universal,  female  subjectivity  is 
precluded.  The  Other  of  the  subject 
can  never  herself  be  subject. 

For  Wittig,  then,  gender  is  "the 
enforcement  of  sex  in  language” 


(p.  79).  But  clearly,  while  Wittig’s 
account  is  in  one  sense  radically 
constructionist  (since  it  is  convention, 
not  the  body,  that  determines  the 
socio-political  meaning  of  women  and 
men),  in  another  it  is  conceptually 
conservative.  Judith  Butler  writes: 

On  some  accounts,  the  notion  that  gender 
is  constructed  suggests  a certain  determinism 
of  gender  meanings  inscribed  on  anatomically 
differentiated  bodies,  where  those  bodies  are 
understood  as  passive  recipients  of  an 
inexorable  cultural  law.  When  the  relevant 
“culture"  that  “constructs”  gender  is  understood 
in  terms  of  such  a law  or  set  of  laws,  then  it 
seems  that  gender  is  as  determined  and  fixed 
as  it  was  under  the  biology-is-destiny 
formulation.  In  such  a case,  not  biology,  but 
culture,  becomes  destiny. 

— p.  8 

We  might  conclude  that  Wittig’s 
formulation  is  in  fact  inadvertently 
biologistic  in  that  for  her,  anatomy 
(albeit  mediated  by  cultural/linguistic 
convention)  inevitably  determines 
gender. 

Butler  avoids  Wittig’s  mistake  of 
using  a radical  brush  to  paint  herself 
into  a conservative  corner.  Yet  I 
believe  she  makes  a still  more 
destructive  mistake,  despite  the 
considerable  explanatory  power  and 
suggestiveness  of  her  thought.  Perhaps 
the  central  idea  of  Gender  Trouble: 
Feminism  and  the  Subversion  of 
Identity  is  the  relatively  sober 
proposition  that  “There  is  no  gender 
identity  behind  the  expressions  of 
gender  ...  identity  is  performatively 
constituted  by  the  very  ‘expressions’ 
that  are  said  to  be  its  results”  (p.  25). 
Butler’s  theory  of  gender  performa- 
tivity  is  based  on  her  deconstructive 
analysis  of  the  Stoller/Money  concept 
of  gender  as  the  social  signification  of 
sex.  She  points  out: 

If  gender  is  the  cultural  meanings  that  the 
sexed  body  assumes,  then  a gender  cannot  be 
said  to  follow  from  a sex  in  any  one  way.  Taken 
to  its  logical  limit,  the  sex/gender  distinction 
suggests  a radical  discontinuity  between  sexed 
bodies  and  culturally  constructed  genders  ... 
When  the  constructed  status  of  gender  is 
theorized  as  radically  independent  of  sex, 
gender  itself  becomes  a free-floating  artifice, 
with  the  consequence  that  man  and  masculine 
might  just  as  easily  signify  a female  body  as  a 
male  one,  and  woman  and  feminine  a male 
body  as  easily  as  a female  one. 

-p.  6 

Butler  goes  on  to  ask  whether  the 
term  sex  refers  to  a real  or  nominal 
category: 

Are  the  ostensibly  natural  facts  of  sex 
discursively  produced  by  various  scientific 
discourses  in  the  service  of  other  political  and 
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social  interests?  If  the  immutable  character  of 
sex  is  contested,  perhaps  this  construct  called 
'sex"  is  as  culturally  constructed  as  gender; 
indeed,  perhaps  it  was  always  already  gender, 
with  the  consequence  that  the  distinction 
between  sex  and  gender  turns  out  to  be  no 
distinction  at  all. 

— P ? 

The  first  problem  with  Butler's 
argumentation  here  is  the  logic  of  the 
move  from  the  deconstructive  analysis 
of  gender,  as  a culturally  specific 
concept,  to  the  claim  that  because 
gender  "cannot  be  said  to  follow  from 
sex  in  any  one  way,”  "the  constructed 
status  of  gender"  can  be  theorized  as 
"radically  independent  of  sex”  (p.  b), 
which  paves  the  way  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  her  theory  of  the  performativity 
of  gender.  To  say  that  a complex 
psychosomatic  developmental  process 
is  culturally  inflected,  so  that  gender 
does  not  evolve  out  of  the  sexed  body 
in  any  uni  vocal  way,  does  not  warrant 
the  conclusion  that  the  materiality  of 
the  body  is  necessarily  immaterial  in 
the  formation  of  gender. 

Butler  next  moves  to  the  claim 
that  sex  itself  "is  as  culturally 
constructed  as  gender.”  The  fallacy 
here  is  that  Butler  is  collapsing  signi- 
fied into  signifier.  Her  theory  that 
gender  is  performative  (is,  in  short,  a 
kind  of  originary  semiotic  act) 
prepares  her  claim  that  the  signified  of 
gender  is  its  signification.  But  sex 
cannot  be  dismissed  under  the  same 
theoretical  argument,  as  Butler  tries  to 
do.  because  no  matter  how  constructed 
the  conceptual  content  of  the  sign  sex 
is,  it  has  an  unavoidable  material 
referent:  the  human  body.  Butler 
simply  effaces  the  materiality  of  the 
body,  and  treats  sex  as  though  it  were 
a word  whose  content,  analogously  to 
that  of  gender,  could  be  strictly 
accounted  for  as  cultural  production. 

This  move,  in  turn,  allows  Butler 
to  attack  “humanist  conceptions  of  the 
subject”  as  tending  “to  assume  a 
substantive  person  who  is  the  bearer  of 
various  essential  and  non-essential 
attributes”  (p.  10).  Butler  concludes: 

This  relational  or  contextual  point  of  view 
suggests  that  what  the  person  “Is,"  and,  Indeed, 
what  gender  "is,"  is  always  relative  to  the 
constructed  relations  in  which  it  is  determined 
As  a shifting  and  contextual  phenomenon, 
gender  does  not  denote  a substantive  being, 
but  a relative  point  of  convergence  among 
culturally  and  historically  specific  sets  of 
relations 

— p,  10 


Here  gender,  inexplicably,  is 
substituted  for  person,  and  the  claim 
that  gender,  as  an  aspect  of  personal 
meaning,  “does  not  denote  a 
substantive  being”  (which  of  course  it 
does  not)  is  made  to  imply  that  a 
person  is  not  “a  substantive  being,” 
but  really  only,  in  good  Foucaultian 
fashion,  “a  relative  point  of  conver- 
gence among  culturally  and 
historically  specific  sets  of  relations.” 
But  a person,  insofar  as  she  is  a human 
being,  is  precisely  "a  substantive 
being” — one  that  can  feel  and  act,  and 
one  that  gives  feminism  its  moral 
purpose  and  political  force. 

There  is  no  gender 
identity  behind  the 
expressions  of  gender ... 
identity  is  performative- 
ly  constituted  by  the 
very  ‘expressions’  that 
are  said  to  be  its  results 

Butler,  J.  (1990).  Gender  trouble:  Feminism  and  the 
subversion  of  identity.  New  York:  Routledge. 

This  essay  ends  far  from  an 
answer  to  the  question  of  how  trans- 
children engender  themselves.  My 
purpose  is  largely  to  insist  that  for  the 
time  being  the  question  must  be  kept 
open,  not  foreclosed  in  the  direction 
either  of  biology  or  social 
construction,  especially  since  we  do 
know  that  gendering  involves  both 
soma  and  psyche.  Secondarily,  it  is  to 
suggest  that  the  term  “social  construc- 
tion” needs  a much  more  complex 
definition  than  discourse  theory  alone 
can  provide.  Such  a definition  must 
involve  knowledge  of  genetics, 
anatomy,  physiology,  endocrinology, 
nutrition,  child  development,  child 
psychology,  sociology,  anthropology, 
linguistics,  communications,  and 
cultural  studies,  among  other  fields  of 
inquiry.  It  is  clearly  a project  best 
undertaken  by  an  interdisciplinary 
team  of  researchers,  if  it  is  to  be  done 
with  any  real  depth  and  thoroughness. 
The  alternative  is  the  insularity  of  per- 
spectives, the  superficiality,  and  the 
blind  spots  and  biases  that  currently 
plague  efforts  to  give  intelligent  and 
compelling  accounts  of  the  formation 
of  gender  in  the  individual  human 
being. 

I want  to  close  with  a brief  specu- 
lation on  the  origins  of  gender  in  MTF 
transgender  children  that  I intend  as  a 


suggestive  vision  rather  than  as  a thor- 
oughly supportable  claim.  The  first 
step  toward  this  vision  is  mundane  in 
the  extreme,  but  it  also  represents  a 
counter-reformation  against  the  decay- 
ing but  still  reigning  orthodoxy  of  an 
unreconstructed  poststructuralism:  it 
may  be  that  children  like  Arjie  and 
Ludo — like  all  other  children — are 
moved  to  pursue  the  directions  of 
gender  that  they  do  partially  as  the 
result  of  genetic  and  other  biological 
factors. 

We  must  acknowledge  that  histor- 
ically we  have  been  disproportionately 
interested  in  the  reproductive  anatomy 
and  physiology  of  the  body  as  a 
determinant  of  sex  differences.  We  are 
beginning  to  understand  that  the 
female  body  is,  in  fact,  much  less 
different  from  the  male  than  post- 
Renaissance  male  discourse  on  the 
subject  had  led  us  to  believe. 
Furthermore,  we  know  that  many 
humans  are  neither  “male”  nor 
“female,”  at  least  according  to  strict 
biological  definitions  of  those  terms. 
At  the  same  time,  we  also  know  there 
is  evidence  for  statistically  significant 
differences  in  male  and  female 
developmental  rates,  predilections  for 
certain  kinds  of  large  and  small  motor 
activities,  patterns  of  conscious  and 
unconscious  identification,  and 
patterns  of  social  cohesion  or  lack  of 
cohesion,  among  other  characteristics. 
We  should  therefore  be  willing  to 
think  of  sex,  and  of  genes,  and  of 
gender  as  perhaps  being  related,  but  in 
much  more  subtle,  complex,  and 
negotiable  ways  than  they  have 
generally  been  conceived  to  be. 

The  question  is  whether  it  really  is 
senseless  to  say,  not  necessarily  that  an 
MTF  transchild  is  a girl  in  a boy’s 
body,  but  that  s/he  is  not  a boy.  This,  in 
turn,  leads  not  necessarily  to  Butler’s 
point  that  male  and  female  are 
constructed  categories,  but  perhaps  to 
a way  of  understanding  the  relation 
between  the  biochemistry  of  the  body 
and  the  formation  of  embodied 
consciousness  (and  consciousness  of 
the  body)  as  a dynamic  potentiation. 
Ludo,  then,  may  not  feel  like  a boy 
(gender)  because  s/he  may  not  be 
becoming,  psychosomatically  and 
ecobiologically,  a boy  (sex/gender)  in 
the  way  that  most  boys  (sex)  do. 


Genes  are  only  and  always 
elements  of  extremely  complex 
biochemical  psycho-developmental 
processes  that  do  not  take  place  either 
entirely  predictably,  nor  in  a vacuum 
(environmental  factors  affect  child 
development  at  every  step,  prenatally 
as  well  as  postnatally).  However,  it 
may  be  that  genetic,  endocrinological, 
bioenvironmental  (ecological  and 
biosocial)  factors  create,  or  better, 
make  possible  or  potentiate  the 
development,  within  a child  whose 
reproductive  anatomy  is  male,  of  an 
affinity  for  females,  female  connec- 
tions, and  female  communities,  or  for 
specifically  trans  communities,  if 
these  exist  in  the  child’s  world. 
Affinity,  in  turn,  might  shape 
affiliation — the  sense  that  1 belong 
with,  and  am  comfortable  with,  the 
kind  of  people  my  society  calls 
“women”  (or  xaniths,  or  hijras,  or 
mahus)  and/or  with  the  behaviors, 
styles  of  self-presentation,  and 
activities  that  such  people  engage  in, 
in  my  field  of  perception  (as  well  as, 
perhaps,  a disaffiliation  with  men). 
For  example,  Ludo  dances,  with 
women  and  by  hirself.  Ludo’s 
fondness  for  expressive  dance  may  be 
part  of  hir  affinity  for  women  (in  hir 
case,  though  not  as  a theorem,  since 
many  boys  dance  for  many  reasons). 
Ludo’s  pattern  of  group  dancing  with 
women  reminds  one  of  Margaret 
Mead’s  anecdote  of  the  Omaha  Indian 
adolescent  repeated  by  Walter  L. 


Williams  in  his  book  on  Native 
American  two-spirit  people: 

At  dances  in  which  the  sexes  danced  separate- 
ly, he  would  begin  the  evening  dressed  as  a 
man  and  dancing  with  the  men,  and  then,  as  if 
acting  under  some  irresistible  compulsion,  he 
would  begin  to  move  closer  and  closer  to  the 
women,  as  he  did  so  putting  on  one  piece  of 
jewelry  after  another  Finally  a shawl  would 
appear,  and  at  the  end  of  the  evening  he  would 
be  dressed  as  a berdache,  a transvestite.  The 
people  were  just  beginning  to  speak  of  him  as 
“she." 

—Mead,  1935,  pp.  294-295 

There  is  already  much  evidence 
that  femaleness  is  not  a condition  of 
being  that  begins  with  a beginning 
(two  chromosomes,  say),  but  rather  a 
becoming  that,  as  embryo/infant  and 
environment  interact,  may  take  an 
indefinite  number  of  modal  shapes, 
some  of  which  are  more  common  than 
others.  The  femaleness,  or  transness,  if 
one  prefers,  of  a child  like  Arjie  or 
Ludo,  or  the  Omaha  Indian  youth,  may 
be  a rich,  purple  (genetically/biochem- 
ically-influenced) strand  in  the 
tapestry  of  what  might,  with  another 
genetic,  psychobiological,  and 
biosocial  history,  have  become 
actualized  as  a “male.”  Let  us  hold  the 
speculative  space  of  gender  open  until 
we  know  more;  and  let  us  beware  of 
latching  onto  theoretical  (really 
anti-theoretical)  positions  that  seek 
irresponsibly  to  dictate  a correct  point 
of  view  on  gender  formation,  since  we 
still  lack  sufficient  knowledge  to 
determine  what  “correct”  means. 
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tMaftjrvg  It  To  First  8ase 


by  Barbara  Curry 


The  following  was  published  in  Outreach  News,  the  newsletter  of  the  Connecticut  Outreach 
Society,  in  July  of  2001.  and  shortly  afterwards  on  TG  Forum. 

For  more  than  a year.  I've  been  going  to  church  as  Barbara. 

First  I attended  the  monthly  evening  gatherings  at 
Integrity,  the  LGBT  Episcopalian  group.  Then  1 made  the  deci- 
sion to  brave  mainstream  services  on  Sunday  mornings. 

At  first  I was  hesitant,  but  I knew  a wonderful  couple  who 
alw  ays  invited  me  to  sit  with  them,  and  1 had  other  friends  in  the 
choir.  Best  of  all.  I was  always  made  to  feel  welcome  by  the 
Rector. 

Slowly,  my  few'  friends  in  the  church  started  introducing 
me.  Amazingly,  everyone  to  whom  I was  introduced  took  the 
time  to  talk  to  me  and  made  me  feel  welcome. 

There  comes  a point  in  the  Episcopal  service  where  the 
priest  says,  "The  Peace  of  the  Lord  be  with  you."  to  which  the 
congregation  replies,  "and  also  with  you.”  Then  the  people  in 
the  pews  proceed  to  kiss,  hug.  and  greet  those  around  them. 
Needless  to  say,  except  for  my  friends.  I usually  just  got  the 
occasional  friendly  handshake  and  a few'  long-distance  smiles. 

But  then  something  strange  started  to  happen.  Those 
strangers  in  the  pews  started  to  know  me  by  name!  You’ve  no 
idea  how  overwhelming  it  is  to  have  10,  15,  20,  and  even  25 
people  come  up  to  you  and  say  "Peace,  Barbara!”  Sadly,  I 
didn't  have  a clue  who  these  strangers  were,  let  alone  why  they 
were  talking  to  me. 

Slowly.  Eve  come  to  know  about  half  of  those  strangers  by 
name  and  even  more  by  their  smiles.  If  I’m  away  for  a few 
weeks,  more  than  a few  people  will  approach  after  my  return 
and  say,  “We’ve  missed  you,”  or  “Where  have  you  been?”  It’s 
amazing! 

Recently  Jim.  the  Rector,  asked  if  I was  coming  to  the 
annual  church  picnic  (last  year  I avoided  it).  I thought  for  a 
moment  and  replied.  “Sure!”  He  immediately  asked,  “Can  you 
play  softball?”  Startled,  I said.  "I've  not  played  for  20  years,”  to 
which  he  said,  “So  you’ll  play?”  Hesitantly,  I said  yes,  but  with 
the  simple  caveat  that  I had  to  play  first  base,  the  only  position 
at  which  Em  any  good.  The  amiable  padre  responded,  “Great! 
First  base  is  yours!” 

Picnic  day  came,  I had  done  my  church  woman  duty  and 
signed  up  to  bring  salad.  I sheepishly  slid  mine  onto  a table  cov- 
ered with  food,  found  a place  to  drop  my  bag,  mingled  a 
little,  then  got  a plate  and  ate  while  talking  to  one  of  the  college 
students  from  the  parish.  We  had  a fabulous  conversation,  but 
eventually,  she  moved  on  to  talk  to  others. 

Before  I knew  it,  it  was  time  for  the  infamous  softball 
game.  After  adding  my  name  to  the  list  of  players,  1 struck  up  a 
conversation  with  Mary  the  Curate,  who  warned  me  this  game 
was  very  important  to  Jim  the  Rector.  She  confided  that  she  was 
prepared  to  pay  the  opposing  team  to  lose  the  game,  just  to 
make  life  bearable.  Apparently.  Jim  is  not  a good  loser. 


All-too-quickly,  the  call  came  for  everyone  to  come  to  the 
ball  field.  Of  course,  Jim  had  made  sure  that  not  only  was  I on 
his  team,  but  that  I got  my  position — first  base. 

Em  here  to  tell  you,  friends,  you  haven't  played  softball 
until  you  start  running  around  the  bases  with  your  breast  forms 
going  one  way  and  your  body  another!  I had  the  added 
advantage  that  the  first-base  sidelines  were  the  preferred  shady 
sitting  place  for  spectators,  so  1 also  had  an  audience! 

It  wasn't  two  innings  before  I made  first  base  my  own 
little  stage.  Barbara  "Shecky”  Curry  was  taunting  the  batters 


from  the  other  team,  not  so  much  with  typical  baseball  taunts  as 
with  fashion  comments,  droll  wisdoms,  and  downright 
intimidation.  Imagine,  if  you  can,  running  to  first  base  only  to 
have  a 5’7”  Queen  standing  on  the  bag,  one  hand  on  hip.  gloved 
hand  with  ball  to  the  side,  saying  “And  WHERE  do  you  think 
YOU'RE  going?”  I loved  it — and  my  peanut  gallery  did.  too! 

By  game’s  end.  I had  made  friends  and  a few  great  plays.  I 
got  through  most  of  the  game  without  embarrassing  myself 
(OK.  I did  strike  out  once).  Best  of  all,  I had  done  outreach  to 
people  in  the  parish  who  had  never  taken  the  time  to  know  me. 

Now  every  time  the  Rector  introduces  me  to  someone  new, 
it  comes  with  the  endorsement,  “My  fabulous  first  base  person 
from  our  winning  team!” 

▼ 

Barbara  Curry  is  at  home  anywhere  from  her  pew  in  church  to 
onstage  in  P-town,  and  almost  everywhere  in  between.  She  has  been  a 
speaker  at  f antasia  Fair,  Children  From  The  Shadows,  and  the  IFGE 
Convention,  to  name  a few,  and  with  her  spouse.  Susan,  produces  the 
fabulous  Fantasia  Fair  Follies. 
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The  17th  Annual  IFGE  Convention  & TG  Conference 


FEATURING  A DISTINGUISHED  GUEST  SPEAKER 
SPONSORED  BY  THE  RIKKI  SWIN  INSTITUTE 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  March  19  - 22,  2003 


Open  to  all!  — — — — 

TG,  CD,  TS,  TV,  FtM,  MtF,  SO’s,  Friends,  Family, 
Helping  Professionals,  Students  and  Educators. 


Conference  themes  include: 

• TG  Workplace  Issues  • Sexual  Identity/Gender  Identity 

• TG  Health  & Medicine  • Christine  Jorgensen  - 50  Years  later 

• Help  for  Emerging  CDs  • Special  programs  for  SO,  FtMs,  & TS 


THE  VIRGINIA  PRINCE,  TRINITY,  WSF  PARTNERS  IN  DIVERSITY  AND  TSELF  AWARDS 


Make  your  reservations  at 

Hilton  Philadelphia  Airport 

Complimentary  Airport  Shuttle 
$95.00  SINGLE  / DOUBLE  PER  NIGHT 

Call  215-365-4150  and  ask  for  reservations. 

Refer  to  the  IFGE  Convention. 
Reservations  must  be  in  by  March  1,  2003 


Vendors  wanted!  Contact  Cioe  Enterprises  address  below 
If  you  have  not  attended  a recent  IFGE  conference  and  are  not  on  our  mailing  list , contact: 

Cioe  Enterprises 

PO  Box  61,  Easton,  PA  18044-0061 
or  e-mail  to  Skristine@aol.com 
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Hi-  present  these  two  pieces  as  originally  written,  to  presene  the  flavor 
of  the  author  's  translation  from  Portuguese — Ed. 

In  ihe  beginning  of  this  century  and  also 
millennium  lots  of  moments  and 
minorities  had  done  their 
retrospective  about  win  and  lost 
along  their  existence.  And  following 
their  tendency  of  verifying  and 
reconstruction  of  their  existential 
journey  transsexual  people  from  all 
over  Brazil  participate 

intensively  trying  to  register  in  the 
historv 


It  was  only  in  January  of  1995  that  after 
they’ve  participated  of  Oitavo  Encontro 
de  Gays  e Lesbicas  (8th  Lesbians  and 
Gays  Encounter)  in  Curitiba.  Three 
transsexual  women  made  a group 
named  “Grupo  Brasileiro  de 
Transexuais”  (Brazilian  Trans- 
sexual Group).  They  were  Astrid 
Bodstein.  Mariana  Fredrick,  and 
Roberta  Levy.  Immediately,  the 
new  group  had  the  very  important 
support  of  the  gays,  lesbians,  and 
travesties  from  all  over  Brazil. 


the  evolution  ol 
the  Brazilian  tra 
sexuality. 

In  Brazil  of  the  decades  60s,  70s, 
and  80s,  transsexual  would  only  be 
reported  occasionally  because  of  some 
isolated  cases  that,  therefore,  would  be 
extremely  important  to  the  Brazilian  trans- 
sexual figure.  In  1969  the  whole  nation  got 
to  know  about  the  Tran  Brazilian  trans- 
sexual woman  who  decided  to  do  this  kind 
of  surgery.  Few  years  later  (1971)  it’d  be 
Valdirene  Nogueira’s  turn  to  become  the  first 
transsexual  woman  to  do  the  surgery  in 
Brazil.  Both  Jacqueline  and  Valdirene  come 
into  Brazilian  transsexual  history  being  the 
great  pioneers.  But  in  the  beginning  of  the 
80s  it  would  appear  the  great  transsexual 
phenomenon.  Separating  eras:  Roberta 
Close.  Awaking  curiosity  in  the  whole 
feminine.  Transsexual  started  to  be  talked, 
observed  and  studied  in  the  universities, 
companies  and  intellectual  discussions  on 
the  streets.  The  whole  country  started  to 
know  the  existence  of  hundreds  of 
people  like  Roberta. 

Even  so,  there  wasn't  any  group 
yet  that  was  defending  the  rights  of 
transsexual  people  or  the 
understanding  of  the  society  about  the 
transsexual  issues.  That  was  a time  of 
isolation  and  individualism  to 
everyone  who  had  this  transsexual 
syndrome. 


-\ 


The  fol- 
lowing year  (1996) 
Toni  Augusto,  a 
young  transsexual  boy,  tried  to  create  a “SOS 
Transsexual”  in  Sao  Paulo.  Unfortunately 
this  was  not  a well  succeed  try. 

One  year  later  occurred  the  great 
“historic  act”  to  the  Brazilian  transsexual 
community:  on  September  the  9th  of  1997, 
the  Federal  Medicine  Council  approved  the 
legality  of  the  realization  of  the  trans- 
genital surgery  in  public  and  university 
hospitals.  Twenty-five  days  after  that  the 
justice  authorized  the  University  Hospital 
of  Campinas  to  do  the  first  surgery  in  a 
transsexual  from  that  city.  The 
intervention  happened  in  the  next  year 
(April  8th  of  1998). 

Medical  teams  were  organized  to 
treat  this  kind  of  transsexual  issues  and 
surgeries  were  done  in  other  cities  like 
Sao  Jose  do  Rio  Preto.  Sao  Paulo,  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  Porto  Alegre,  Curitiba,  Belo 
Horizonte,  and  Brasilia. 

These  were  good  and  new  time  for 
the  Brazilian  transsexual  community. 
Therefore,  something  of  extreme 
importance  was  missing:  in  1995, 
the  actual  Federal  Deputy  Jose 
Coimbra  showed  to  the  National 
Congress  the  law  projected  70  B. 
which  would  turn  legal  the  trans- 
genital surgery  and  extend  the 
right  to  change  the  ID.  This 
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project  was  approved  in  all  commissions  of  the  Congress. 
Now-a-days,  there  is  a hold  line  to  go  to  the  plenary  assembly 
to  be  voted. 

Meanwhile,  the  Brazilian  transsexual  community  was 
acting  actively  for  its  rights  conquests.  In  November  of  1998,  it 
took  place  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  the  first  encounter  of  transsexuals 
of  many  states:  Mato  Grosso,  Para,  Santa  Catarino,  Sao  Paulo, 
Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Rio  Grande  de  Sul.  As  result  of  this 
encounter  it  was  decided  to  union  of  transsexual  people  and 
group  creating  an  ONG  named  Transgender  Brazil,  managed 
by  engineer  and  philosopher  Marta  C.  Freitas. 

The  new  institution,  founded  in  January  of  1999,  counts 
with  the  support  of  important  names  of  the  Brazilian  trans- 
sexual community  like:  Barbara  Graner,  Amanda  Wosniack, 
Maite  Scheider,  Marcia  Lopes,  Nancy  Brantes,  Silvia  Tramont, 
Bhrenda  Santuniono,  among  others.  It  receives  also  the 
congratulations  and  support  of  Federal  Medicine  Council, 
doctors,  attorneys,  psychologists,  judges,  politicians,  and 
religious.  They  were  the  wind  of  conquest. 

During  this  whole  period  in  many  places  of  Brazil  human 
and  well-developed  judges  authorized  transsexual  people  who 
had  their  surgery  done  to  correct  their  ID.  Among  them  famous 
Yeda  Brown,  known  in  Spanish  as  “a  ultima  mua  de  Dali”  (The 
last  goodness  of  Dali). 

Apart  of  all  of  it  in  the  decades  of  90s  it  was  published  a 
big  amount  of  books  about  the  transsexual  issue.  Great  names 
from  many  areas  produced  excellent  facts  that  collaborated  a 
lot  for  make  clearer  the  transsexual  thematic.  The  judges  Tereza 
Rodrigues  Viera  and  Elimar  Szaniawski,  psychotherapist 
Ronaldo  Pamplona  da  Costa,  and  the  psychologist  Gerald 
Ramsey,  among  others,  are  always  supporting  the  Brazilian 
transsexual  cause. 

In  this  literary  context,  it’s  worthy  so  say  about  two  very 
important  books  to  the  transsexual  existence,  Men  Sexo  Real 
( My  Real  Sex ) by  Martha  C.  Freitas  and  Transsexualidade : O 
corpo  en  mutacao  ( Transsexual : Body  in  mutation ) by 
Professor  Eduardo  Souza  Couto.  The  first  book  because  your 
scientific  context  about  original  causes  of  transsexual  and 
second  because  of  its  information  about  lots  of  different  point 
of  view  of  this  transsexual  issue. 

In  October  of  1999  an  important  TV  station  (Rede  Viva) 
bellows  to  Catholic  Church  made  a debate  about  transsexual. 
Dr.  Jalma  Jurado  (great  specialist  in  transgenital  surgery 
technique),  Martha  C.  Freitas,  and  Father  Haraldo  Rahn 
participated.  That  was  a remarkable  meeting  for  all  of  us. 

But  even  with  this  big  amount  of  conquests  there  is  still 
lots  of  things  to  be  done  for  the  Brazilian  transsexual 
community.  Without  any  doubt,  all  of  these  pictures  make  us 
stronger  and  encourage  us  to  keep  us  going  on  fighting  for  full 
conquest  of  our  citizenship.  The  Brazilian  transsexual  com- 
munity is  each  time  more  certain  that  somebody  who  is  not 
fighting  for  its  rights  doesn’t  deserve  them  at  all... 

We’ll  always  fight  with  courage,  determination, 
personality,  and  love  in  our  heart. 


Astrid  Bodstein  is  Historian.  President  of  the  Brazilian  Transsexual 
Group,  and  Coordinator  of  Transgender  Brazil.  She  can  he  reached  at 
Caixa  Postal  1097.  Cuihd  <MT).  78005-970.  BRASIL. 


THE  BRAZILIAN  TRANS  TRAGEDY 


r 
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n Brazil,  the  sex  changing  surgery  was  legalized  only  after  the  second  semester  of 
1997  for  the  Federal  Medicine  Association. 

The  issue  that  legitimized  this  subject  determined  some  requests  to  the 
surgery  be  done: 

• the  patient  has  to  be  older  than  21 

• do  at  least  two  years  of  psychological  testing 

• the  surgery  has  to  be  free  and  done  in  a public  or  university  hospital 

Right  after  the  legalization  of  SRS.  some  medical  teams  were  interested  in 
learning  one  of  the  most  modern  techniques  on  this  surgery  with  a Brazilian  pioneer 
and  a specialist  doctor  named  Jalma  jurado  from  the  state  of  Sao  Paulo. 

Many  of  the  teams  gave  up  because  of  the  complexity  of  the  process,  and 
unfortunately,  they  decided  to  stop  the  operations  on  their  patients. 

One  of  the  ones  which  carried  on  was  the  university  hospital  of  the  city  of  Sao 
Jose  do  Rio  Petro.  leaded  by  Or.  Carlos  Abid  Cury.  Everything  looked  perfect  and 
wonderful — in  a little  less  than  two  years.  Dr.  Cury  had  made  this  kind  of  surgery  on 
almost  thirty  transsexual  women. 

His  success  was  so  big  that  the  president  of  the  Brazilian  Transsexual  Group, 
the  historiographer  Astrid  Bodstein.  decided  to  do  her  SRS  with  the  referred  doctor. 

The  results  appeared  three  months  after  the  surgery.  On  the  day  of  her  first 
experience.  Astrid  discovered  she  had  a problem  that  unabled  her  of  any  try  of  sex 
relation:  her  vaginal  channel  was  upside-down.  Unhappy  with  it.  she  called  Dr.  Cury 
and  reported  what  happened.  The  doctor  said  everything  was  the  way  it  was 
supposed  to  be.  That  was  the  beginning  of  the  end. 

Mad  about  the  doctor’s  mistake.  Astrid  started  to  contact  other  patients  of  Dr. 
Cury  and  discovered  there  was  lots  of  other  kinds  of  issues  post-surgery. 

One  of  them  was  a young  interpreter  of  22  years  named  Eduarda  de  Alacantara. 
She  made  her  surgery  with  "Doctor  Frankenstein"  in  2000.  Months  later,  she  had  her 
channel  blocked  and  she  lost  sensitivity  because  of  the  bad  manipulation  of  the  base 
material  by  Dr.  Cury. 

Other  ones  were  part  of  the  amount  with  the  president  of  GBT  in  her  terrible 
news.  The  web  designer.  Marcele  Viega.  from  the  city  of  Sao  Paulo,  had  the  same 
problems  of  Eduarda.  But  Marcia  Lopes  had  her  renal  channel  cut.  which  was 
responsible  for  an  infection  that  caused  a fistula.  Months  after  that  she  was  cured  by 
other  doctors. 

The  reports  of  bad  uses  were  coming  from  all  over  Brazil.  In  December.  2001. 
indicated  by  GBT  journal  Diario  de  Regiao  from  the  city  of  Sao  Jose  do  Rio  Preto. 
publishes  wide  report  on  two  pages  making  the  reports. 

In  this  report,  while  Dr.  Jalma  Jurado  said  that  world  average  of  aesthetic  repair 
necessities  were  ten  percent  and  functional  repairs  were  five  percent,  and  Dr.  Carlos 
Cury  said,  with  no  bad  feelings  or  feeling  guilty,  that  among  his  patients  the  issue 
average  was  eighty  percent. 

According  to  this  tragedy,  lot  of  personalities  of  Brazilian  trans  community 
claimed  deep  depression  and  concern  about  the  behavior  of  this  person  named  Dr. 
Frankenstein  and  complain  about  the  end  of  surgeries. 

Charging  an  amount  around  four  thousand  dollars.  Dr.  Cury  kept  making 
surgeries  on  not  well-informed  girls  who  hadn't  access  of  his  bad  reputation. 

The  Brazilian  Trans  Group  comes  now  to  ask  the  support  and  help  of 
international  trans  community.  This  real  mistake  "factory"  has  to  be  closed.  Those  in 
charge  have  to  know  the  world  is  observing  them  from  very  close. 

Thus,  the  president  of  GBT  asks  to  everyone  who  reads  this  article  to  write 
letters  of  repudiation  and  ask  for  the  immediate  block  of  the  surgeries  by  Dr.  Cury  to: 


Director.  Geral  do  Hospital  de  Base 
de  Sao  Jose  do  Rio  Preto 
Av.  Brigadeiero  Faria  Lima  5544 
Sao  Jose  do  Rio  Preto  ISP) 

CEP  15015-100.  BRAZIL 


Dr.  Carlos  Abid  Cury 
Rua  15  de  Novembro  3449 
Centro — Sao  Jose  do  Rio  Preto  (SP) 
CEP  15015-100.  BRAZIL 


The  irresponsible,  unpunishment,  and  selfish  of  Dr.  Cury  have  to  be  stopped,  judged, 
and  punished.  Lots  of  the  "spoiled  girls”  by  him  were  already  repaired  by  the 
respectable  doctor  Jalma  Jurado.  But  there  are  so  many  others  with  no  conditions — 
and  for  them  we  claim  justice.  Shalom. 
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Candy  Scott  presents  the  Jennifer 
Eaton  Special  Service  Award  to  Lady 
Di  at  the  Christmas  on  the  Cape 
Christmas  Party  in  1994 
Photograph  by  Nancy  Cain 


Carolann  Gillard  and  Candy  Scott  at  the 
Chnstmas  on  the  Cape  Party  in  1994 

Photograph  by  Nancy  Cain 


WE’LL  ALL  MISS  HER 

by  Nancy  Cain 

I remember  meeting  Candy  Scott  in  the 
fall  of  1994  at  one  of  the  Inn  vestments 
meetings  in  Hyannis.  Massachusetts.  She 
spotted  me  as  a newcomer  and  immedi- 
ately latched  on  to  me.  She  wanted  to 
know  all  about  me.  I was  flattered. 

I had  the  privilege  of  participating  in 
my  very  first  fashion  show  at  the  1994 
Christmas  on  the  Cape  party.  Candy  was 
the  “Mistress  of  Ceremonies.”  Carolann 
Gillard  ran  the  fashion  show  with  Lady  Di. 
I was  nervous  about  performing,  but  Candy 
said  to  me.  “Just  get  out  there  and  do  it!” 
Candy  was  always  telling  bad  jokes, 
and  by  that  I mean  real  “groaners.”  So  1 
was  constantly  challenged  to  come  up 
with  one  to  tell  her  that  she  had  never 
heard  (no  easy  feat). 

Candy  supported  other  trans-groups  in 
the  area.  She  would  be  seen  at  the  Tiffany 
Club  of  New  England’s  First  Event  and  at 
Fantasia  Fair.  We  developed  a relationship 
in  the  trans-community  and  talked  con- 
stantly. We  did  not  always  see  eye-to-eye, 
but  she  would  always  listen  to  my  side.  1 
respected  her  insight  and  advice. 

Candy  was  always  willing  to  help.  She 
was  an  asset  to  the  community.  Even  when 
her  health  was  failing,  she  was  still  active. 

Candy  passed  away  on  the  evening 
of  May  28,  2002.  I miss  her.  We  will  all 
miss  her. 

A SAD  FAREWELL 

by  Joan  Hoff 

We  all  lost  a great  friend  when  Candy 
Scott,  the  long  time  President  of 
Innvestments  of  Cape  Cod,  Massa- 
chusetts, passed  away  in  May  of  this  year, 
after  a long  bout  with  lung  cancer.  She  was 
67  years  of  age. 


Candy’s  talents  as  an  organizer  and 
achiever  were  immediately  recognized  at 
the  very  first  meeting  of  Innvestments  (Inn 
from  meeting  at  a hotel.  Vestments  from 
clothing,  a special  type)  held  at  the 
Holiday  Inn  in  Hyannis  in  April  1992.  She 
was  elected  President  by  the  dozen  or  so 
other  attendees  even  though  she  was  not 
instrumental  in  forming  the  group,  nor 
was  she  known  to  them.  It  proved  to  be  an 
excellent  choice. 

As  an  aside;  a humorous  incident,  in 
hindsight,  occurred  at  this  meeting.  The 
greatest  fear  many  of  us  have  is  to  meet 
someone  we  know  at  a meeting.  She  met 
the  Operations  Sergeant  on  her  staff.  She 
was  a Colonel  at  the  nearby  Air  Force  Base. 

Candy  Scott  devoted  her  unbounded 
energies  to  developing  the  club  and  pro- 
viding direction  to  the  fledgling  organi- 
zation. Not  only  was  the  group  to  be 
social  in  nature,  it  was  to  be  devoted  both 
to  helping  its  members  through  difficult 
personal  situations  and  applying  makeup 
and  combing  wigs. 

Candy’s  vision  also  extended  beyond 
the  confines  of  hotel  room.  Through 
Candy’s  efforts,  Innvestments  members 
became  involved  with  community  activi- 
ties, primarily  the  Samaritans,  a suicide 
prevention  and  counseling  organization. 

Social  activities,  however,  were  not 
ignored.  Candy  was  a prime  mover  in 
hosting  Innvestments’  annual  Christmas 
on  the  Cape  party.  This  function  is  known 
for  its  excellent  live  entertainment, 
superh  dining,  renowned  speakers,  and  a 
member  participating  Fashion  Show.  It  is 
now  a must-go-to  event  in  New  England. 

Candy  was  laid  to  rest  at  the  military 
cemetery  at  Otis  Air  Force  Base. 

Thanks,  Candy.  You  did  a great  job. 
We’re  going  miss  you. 
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PROFESSIONAL  LISTINGS 


We  at  Transgender  Tapestry  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  professional  individuals  and  organizations 
who  support  the  production  of  this  magazine  with  a paid  listing.  Please  remember  to  look  here  first  for  services. 

The  professional  ads  in  this  magazine  have  been  placed  by  individuals  and  organizations  who  support  the 
production  of  this  magazine  with  a paid  listing.  A year’s  paid  listing  is  $125,  which  includes  four  issues  of  Transgender  Tapestry. 

To  place  a Professional  Listing  Call:  781-899-2212  or  E-mail  us  at:  info@ifge.org 
and  please  include  PRO-AD  in  the  subject  line  of  the  email  message. 

You  can  also  write  to  us:  ATTN:  PRO-AD,  IFGE,  PO  Box  540229,  Waltham,  MA  02454-022 


SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

RISKIN-BANKER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  CENTER 

1913  E 1 7th  St.,  Ste.  107 

Santa  Anna,  CA  92705 

Tele:  (714)  953-9882 

FAX:  (714)  953-2094 

E-mail:  RBCenter@aol.com 

Board  Certified  Sex  Therapists  with  extensive 

experience  counseling  Transgender  individuals. 

Interns  are  available  on  a sliding  fee  scale.  #98 

CENTER  FOR  GENDER  SANITY 

P.O.  Box  451427 

Westchester,  CA  90045 

Tele:  (310)  670-2222 

Janis  Walworth,  Michele  Kammerer 

E-mail:  info@ gendersanity.com 

Web:  www.gendersanity.com 

Consulting  services  for  employers  with 

transsexual  workers,  sensitivity  training. 

Guidance  for  transitioning  on  the  job. 

Conferences  for  transsexual,  intersex,  and 

non-T  women.  #98 

ROSALYNE  BLUMENSTEIN,  CSW 

THERAPY  TO  GO 

Specializing  in  Addiction  and  Recovery/ 
Trauma  Related  Issues/Core  Identity 
Exp’oration/Supportive  Image  Consultation/ 
One  on  One/Group 
Tele:  (310)  850-2702 

nnblumenstein@aol.com  #103 

NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

BAGA 

Meeting  continually  since  1988,  San 
Francisco’s  BAY  AREA  GENDER  ASSO- 
CIATES is  a consultation  group  of  licensed 
psychotherapists  who  work  specifically  with 
transgender  identity  issues. 

Current  regular  participants  include: 

• Rebecca  Auge.  Ph.D.,  Oakland 

(510)  835-9820.  RebecaAuge@aoI.com 
Rebecaa  @ home,  com 

• Lin  Fraser,  Ed.D.,  San  Francisco 
(415)  922-9240;  Iinfraser@aol.com 

• Laura  Goldberger,  MFT,  San  Francisco 
(415)  440-5332;  lgold@ sbcglobal.net 

• William  A.  Henkin,  Ph.D.,  San  Francisco 
(415)  923-1 150;  oroborous@earthlink.net 

• Kim  Hraca.  MFT  #27252,  Berkeley 
(510)  601-1859 

• Dan  Karasic,  M.D.,  San  Francisco 
(415)  206-3809;  dankarasic@yahoo.com 


• Luanna  Rodgers,  MFT,  San  Francisco 
(415)  641-8890;  luanna@ix.netcom.com 

• Anne  Vitale,  Ph.D..  Psy  15764,  San  Rafael 

http://www.avitale.com  #99 

STEPHEN  L.  BRAVEMAN 
M.A.,  L.M.F.T.,  C.S.T. 

Licensed  Marriage  & Family  Therapist  / 

Certified  Sex  Therapist 

494  Alvarado  Street,  Suite  A 

Monterey,  CA  93940 

Phone  and  FAX:  (831)  375-7553 

Web:  www.bravemantherapy.com 

E-Mail:  stephen@bravemantherapy.com  #100 

GIANNA  E.  ISRAEL 

PO  Box  424447 

San  Francisco,  CA  94142 

Tele:  (415)  558-8058 

E-mail:  Gianna@counselsuite.com 

Individual  counseling,  nationwide  telephone 

consultation,  gender  specialized  evaluations, 

custody  and  relationship  issues.  Author  of 

Trans  gender  Care  (Temple  University,  1997) 

HBIGDA  Member.  #103 

DOUGLAS  K.  OUSTERHOUT,  M.D. 

45  Castro  St.,  Suite  150 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Tele:  (415)  626-2888 

E-mail:  ousterht@cris.com 

Facial  and  body  feminization  surgery.  #98 

COLORADO 

STANLEY  H.  BIBER,  M.D.,  P.C. 

406  First  National  Bank  Building 
Trinidad,  CO  81082 

Tele:  (719)  846-3301,  FAX:  (719)  846-6097 
Surgeon.  #100 

CONNECTICUT 

GENDER  IDENTITY  CLINIC 
OF  NEW  ENGLAND 

c/o  Central  Connecticut 
Counselling  Associates 
82  Vine  Street,  New  Britain,  CT  06052 
Contact:  Katherine  M.  Sterner,  Ph.D. 

Tele:  (860)  225-4682 
Web : www.  intelleng.  com/gicne.  html 
Differential  diagnosis,  hormonal  therapy  and  gen- 
eral counseling  for  transgendered  persons.  #98 


FLORIDA 

ARVON  & ASSOCIATES 
IN  COUNSELING 
DR.  CORAL 
SCHEOSBERG  ARVON 

2999  NE  191st  Street 
Aventura,  FL  33180 

Tele:  (305)  936-8000.  FAX:  (305)  936-0419 
Web : http://www.DrCoralAvron. com 
E-mail : DrCoralAvron  @ aol.  com 
Dr.  Arvon  has  been  specializing  in  transgen- 
der individuals  and  their  families  for  over  20 
years.  She  is  a psychologist  and  Board-certi- 
fied sex  therapist  ABST-LMFT. 

Dr.  Arvon  has  two  office  locations  in 
North  Miami  and  South  Dade.  #98 

A CLINICAL  APPROACH 
COUNSELING  CENTER 

c/o  Marcia  L.  Schultz,  Ph.D. 

1801  University  Drive 
Coral  Springs,  FL  69541 
Tele:  (954)  345-2292 
FAX:  (954)  345-8086 

Dr.  Schultz  has  worked  with  the  Transgender 
Community  for  six  years  attending  support 
groups  and  has  attended  Southern  Comfort 
three  times.  Our  office  is  Transgender 
friendly.  Therapy  for  TGs  and  families.  #100 

LIBBY  A.  TANNER,  PH.D., 

L.C.S.W.,  L.M.F.T. 

1800  Sunset  Harbour  Drive,  #1012 
Miami,  FL  33139 
Tele:  (305)538-4849  or 
(305) 534-0686 
E-mail:  Libby_Arkin@aol.com 
AASECT/HBIGDA  certified  sex  therapist,  20 
years  experience  with  T’s  and  their  families. 
General  psychotherapy  and  sexologist.  #100 

GEORGIA 

VIRGINIA  ERHARDT,  PH.D. 

315  W.  Ponce  de  Leon  Av.,  Suite  105 1 
Decatur,  GA  30030 
Tele:  (404)  256-6664 
Web:  K’vvvv. virginiaerhardt. com 
E-Mail : identity @ virginiaerhardt. com 
Licensed  clinical  psychologist  with  five 
years  experience  as  gender  specialist,  facili- 
tating exploration  or  transition  w/individuals 
& couples.  Professional  consultation  and 
supervision  available.  Avail,  by  phone,  email, 
in  person.  Member:  HBIGDA 
Advisory  Board  Member:  GEA  #101 
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ILLINOIS 

RANDI  ETTNER,  PH.D. 

1214  Lake  St. 

Evanston.  1L  60201 

Tele:  (847)  328-3433 

FAX:  (847)  328-5890 

http://members.aol.com/rettner 

Psychotherapist/psychologist.  President,  New 

Health  Foundation.  #100 

MARYLAND 

KATE  THOMAS,  PH.D.,  RN.,  CS., 
F.A.A.C.S. 

The  Human  Ecology  Center 
4419  Falls  Road 
Baltimore.  MD  21211 
Tele:  (410)  625-1095 
FAX:  (410)  366-0651 

Clinical  sexologist,  specializing  in  sexuality 
and  gender.  #97 

MASSACHUSETTS 

ELKE  O'DONNELL,  PH.D.,  MTS 

43  Roberts  Road 

Cambridae.  MA  02138 

Tele:  (617)441-9300 

E-mail:  euod@aol.com 

Psychotherapy  & pastoral  counseling  for  the 

transgendered.  Individuals,  couples  & families. 

Referrals  for  HRT  and  surgery.  #98 

CHRISTINE  C.  BECKER,  LICSW 

341  Marrett  Rd.  (Rt.  2 A) 

Lexington.  MA  02421 
Tele:  (781 ) 862-6170 

Gender  Specialist,  individual,  couple,  family 
and  group  counseling  for  the  transgender 
community.  Support  for  partners  and  TG  par- 
enting, medical  care  and  surgical  referrals, 
workplace  transitions.  Support  groups  for 
MTF  and  FTM.  " #99 

DIANE  ELLABORN,  LICSW,  NASW 
DIPLOMAT  IN 
CLINICAL  SOCIAL  WORK 

152  Edmonds  Rd. 

Framingham  MA  01701 
Tele:  (508)  788-5406 

Individual,  couple  and  group  psychotherapy. 
Evaluations  for  hormones  and  surgery  and 
referrals  to  medical  services  for  transsexuals. 
Insurance  accepted.  Supervision  and  consul- 
tation for  professionals.  #98 

LESLIE  FABIAN,  MSW,  LICSW 

P.O.  Box  511 
Hopkinton,  MA  01748 
Tele:  (508)  435-4949 
E-mail:  LeslieFab@aol.com 
Solution-oriented  psychotherapist  with  over 
a decade  of  personal  connection  to  the  gen- 
der community.  Focused  on  promoting  self- 
awareness,  self-acceptance,  self-love,  with  a 
spiritual  touch.  Individuals  and  couples. 
Negotiable/sliding-scale  fees.  #99 

LISETTE  R.  LAHANA,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 

Northampton,  MA 

Tele:  (413)  585-9085 

Web:  lisettelahana.itgo.com 

E-mai  I Information  @ lisettelahana.  it  go.  com 

Individual  adult,  adolescent,  child  and  family 


therapy.  Evaluations  for  hormones  and 
surgery  and  referral  to  medical  services  for 
transsexuals.  Self-pay  and  insurance  accept- 
ed. Spanish  speaking.  #100 

MICHIGAN 

SANDRA  E.  CLARK 
LPN.,  LRE.,  LC„  CMT„  DH. 

E-mail:  sandrac@tm.net 
A personal  invitation  to  you.  Come  and  join 
me  and  together  we  can  explore  the  possibil- 
ities open  in  the  areas  of  permanent  hair 
removal,  hairstyles,  make-up,  poise,  fashion, 
color  choices,  relaxation,  medical  questions, 
and  much  more.  As  an  LPN,  I can  give 
Lidocaine  injections  for  a truly  painless 
treatment  of  hair  removal.  Appointments  can 
range  from  15  minutes  to  6 hours  or  more 
depending  on  your  needs.  17  years  experi- 
ence. Done  for  you  in  the  beautiful  setting  of 
an  1875  historic  home  which  includes  my 
private  office  in  lovely  downtown  Howell, 
MI.  Please  feel  free  to  E-mail  me  or  call 
(517)  546-3306  for  more  information.  #98 

SANDRA  L.  SAMONS,  PH.D,  DCSW 

Homestead  Counseling  Center 

1480  Shevchenko  Drive 

Ann  Arbor,  MI  48103-9001 

Tele:  (734)  663-7871 

FAX:  (734)  663-7441 

E-mail:  homsted@aol.com 

Web : http.V/members.  aol.  com/homsted/ 

homsted.jpg 

SUPPORT  and  GUIDANCE  for 
self-discovery,  family  issues,  coming  out, 
being  out,  transition  issues.  Extensive 
experience  in  serving  the  entire  spectrum  of 
Cross-Dressers,  Transgendered, 

Transsexuals.  Referrals  as  indicated.  #100 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN 
HEALTH  SYSTEM 
COMPREHENSIVE  GENDER 
SERVICES  PROGRAM 

Contact:  Alfreda  Rooks  Jordan 
Tele:  (734)  528-0895 
E-mail:  umcgsp@umich.edu 
The  UMHS-CGSP  is  dedicated  to  meeting 
the  medical  and  mental  health  care  needs  of 
individuals  and  their  families  for  whom  gen- 
der and  sexual  identity  and  expression  are 
primary  issues.  Full  range  of  services  includ- 
ing primary  medical  and  mental  health  care, 
speech  and  surgery.  #98 

MINNESOTA 

KAROL  L.  JENSEN,  M.P.H.,  PH.D. 

Tele:  (612)  872-6399 
E-mail:  KUensen02@aol.com 
Gender  identity  issues,  TS,  TG,  individual 
psychotherapy  and  couple  work.  #98 

TRANSGENDER  HEALTH 
SERVICES,  PROGRAM  IN  HUMAN 
SEXUALITY,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
FAMILY  PRACTICE  & 
COMMUNITY  HEALTH 
University  of  Minnesota  Medical  School 
Walter  Bockting,  Coordinator 
1300  South  Second  Street,  Suite  180 
Minneapolis,  MN  55454 
Tele:  (6 1 2)  625- 1 500,  FAX : (6 1 2)  626-83 1 1 
E-mail:  bockt00l@umn.edu 


Web:  www. med. umn.edu/fp/phs/tgs. htm 
Comprehensive  services  for  transgender,  trans- 
sexual and  intersex  persons  and  families.  #100 

MISSOURI 

HELEN  R.  FRIEDMAN,  PH.D. 

7750  Clayton  Road,  Suite  210 
St.  Louis,  MO  63117 
Tele:  (314)781-4500 

Clinical  psychologist  offering  compassion- 
ate, supportive  individual,  couple,  and  family 
therapy  for  the  transgendered  community 
and  their  families.  Specialties:  gender  identi- 
ty, addictions,  depression,  anxiety,  stress, 
relationships,  sexuality.  #97 

NEVADA 

NANCY  LEE,  PH.D. 

Caring  Counseling 
2061  Market  Street 
Reno,  NV  89502 

Tele:  (702)  322-7771,  FAX:  (702)  322-7501 
Providing  warm,  accepting,  validating  and  con- 
fidential psychotherapy  for  all  members  of  the 
transgender  community  and  their  families.  # 1 00 

NEW  JERSEY 

DR.  A.S.  NUBEL 
PHYCHOTHERAPIST 

683  Donald  Dr. 

N.  Bridgewater,  NJ  08807 
Tele:  (908)  722-9884 
FAX:  (908)  722-0666 
E-mail:  NubeI@Eclipse.net 
Web:  www.Eclipse.net/~Nubel 
Specialized  Treatment  of  Gender  Identity 
Disorders,  (TV/TS)  Individuals,  Marriage 
and  Family,  Groups.  #99 

NEW  YORK 

ARLENE  ISTAR  LEV 
C.S.W.-R,  C.A.S.A.C. 

Choices  Counseling  and  Consulting 
321  Washington  Avenue 
Albany,  NY  12206 
Tele:  (518)463-9152 
Web:  www.choicesconsulting.com 
E-mail:  info@choicesconsulting.com 
Individual  and  family  therapy  for  lesbian, 
gay,  bisexual,  transgender  (TV/TS)  and  other 
sexual  minority  issues.  Advocacy  and  sup- 
port for  gender  confusion  and  transition- 
related  issues.  Gender-friendly, 
non-pathologizing,  family-oriented.  Groups 
available  for  MTF  and  significant  others. 
Supervision  and  consultation  available.  #98 

JEANNE  MOREN,  MA,  LPC 

56  Seventh  Avenue 

New  York,  NY  10011 

Tele:  (212)  627-7699  or  (201)  224-5547 

E-mai  1 : JeanneMoren  @nj.  rr.  com 

Experienced.  Caring  and  open-hearted. 

Fee  Negotiable.  #101 

DAVID  OSTAD,  M.D. 

Director,  Park  Avenue  Plastic  Surgery 

740  Park  Avenue 

New  York,  NY  10021 

Tele:  (877)  494-8648 

E-mail:  Expert@HairTransplants. com 

or  Expert@Surgery.com 

Specializing  in  SRS  and  associated 

procedures.  #99 
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KATHERINE  / KIT  RACHLIN,  PH.D. 

153  Waverly  Place,  Suite  700 
New  York.  NY  10014 
Tele:  (212)  206-3636 
E-mail:  KRachlin@aol.com 
Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist  with  solid 
TS/TG  experience  (14+  years)  and  serious 
clinical  training.  Warm,  open  minded,  sup- 
portive and  well-informed.  Provides  psy- 
chotherapy and  resource  referrals  to 
individuals,  SOFFAS,  couples,  and  non-tra- 
ditional  relationships.  Alternate  lifestyles 
welcome.  Also  provides  professional  super- 
vision for  psychotherapists.  #101 

JAMES  J.  REARDON,  M.D. 

Board  Certified  Plastic  & 

Reconstructive  Surgeon 

737  Park  Avenue 

New  York,  NY  10021 

Tele:  (212)  832-0770 

Web:  www.drjamesreardon.com/ 

dysphoria 

E-mail:  jreardonmd@aol.com 
Dr.  Reardon  has  performed  hundreds  of  trans- 
gender chest  reconstructions  in  the  past  23 
years.  From  minimally  invasive  liposuction  to 
surgical  reconstruction  of  very  large  breasts, 
his  in-depth  experience  allows  him  to  hand- 
tailor  surgery  to  correct  your  particular  prob- 
lem and  to  enhance  your  unique  self-image. 
His  reasonably  priced  surgery  is  performed  in 
a state-of-the-art  ambulatory  facility.  #100 

DAVID  SEGAL 
ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

30  Vesey  St. 

New  York,  NY  10007 

Tele:  (212)  406-9200 

FAX:  (212)  571-0938 

Gender  Friendly.  No  fee  for  consultation. 

Experienced  in  all  areas  of  Law.  #98 

OHIO 

GENDER  DYSPHORIA 
PROGRAM  OF  CENTRAL  OHIO 

P.O.  Box  82008,  Columbus,  OH  43201 
Tele:  (614)  451-0111 
Web:  www.genderprogram.com 
E-mail : crane  @ genderprogram.  com 
Transsexual,  Crossdresser,  Intersexual, 
Transgenderist  concerns. 

Contact:  Meral  Crane,  MA,  LPCC 
Clinical  Director  and  Coordinator;  Licensed 
Clinical  Counselor;  Sex  Therapist/Gender 
Specialist  Marriage  & Family  Therapist.  #101 

RHODE  ISLAND 

BRETT  LEIMKUHLER,  PH.D. 

Tele:  (401 ) 783-1304 

Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist  with  a private 
practice  in  Wakefield,  RI.  Services  include 
individual  (adult  and  adolescent),  couples 
and  family  therapy.  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield 
of  RI  and  MA  accepted.  #100 


TEXAS 

TRANSFORMATIONS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 
KATY  KOONCE,  LMSW 

3625  Manchaca  Ste.  #103 

Austin.  TX  78704 

Tele:  (512)  329-6699 

E-mail:  caycewakes@aol.com 

TG  psychotherapist  providing  compassionate, 

comprehensive  transgender  care.  Individual, 

relationship,  and  group  therapy.  #101 

FELESHIA  PORTER,  MS,  LPC 

Park  Cities  Counseling  Center 
3520  Cedar  Springs  Road 
Dallas,  TX  752 19“ 

Tele:  (214)  454-8144 
FAX:  (214)  526-3375 
E-mail:  FeleshiaPorter@yahoo.com 
Web:  www.gendertherapy.com 
Specializing  in  gender,  sexuality,  relation- 
ships, and  self-esteem.  Working  with  people 
in  transition  since  1997,  she  provides  a loving, 
safe  environment  that  encourages  people  to 
embrace  their  “true  selves.”  Individual  and 
group  sessions  available.  She  is  a member  and 
follows  the  guidelines  of  HBIGDA.  #101 

VIRGINIA 

RUSTY  LYNN,  LCSW, 

PASTORAL  COUNSELOR 

Tele:  (703)  903-9696,  ext.  269 
Over  ten  years  experience  helping  transgender 
persons,  their  spouses,  family  members,  and 
friends.  Referrals  to  medical  professionals  when 
appropriate.  Offices  in  Washington  DC  near 
Metro  Center  and  in  N.  Arlington,  VA.  #98 

MARTHA  HARRIS 
LCSW,  CHT,  TFT 

Banyan  Counseling  Center 
1007  King  Street 
Alexandria,  VA  22314 
Tele:  (571)431-0900 

Affirming,  sensitive,  confidential  counseling 
for  the  TG  community,  their  significant  oth- 
ers, and  families.  Certified  Hypnotherapist  & 
Thought  Field  Therapist. 
www.BanyanCounselingCenter.com  #100 

MICHAEL  G.  TANCYUS,  L.C.S.W. 

57  South  Main  Street,  Suite  615 
Harrisonburg,  VA  22801 
Tele:  (540)  574-6063 
E-mail:  mlltide@cfw.com 
www.busdir.com/tancyusmic/index.html 
Individuals,  couples  and  families.  Providing 
affirming  care  for  transgendered  individuals 
and  their  loved  ones  from  a family  preserva- 
tionist orientation.  Over  20  years  of  experi- 
ence with  adults  and  adolescents.  #98 

VERMONT 

REBECCA  SHERLOCK,  LICSW, 
NASW  DIPLOMATE  IN 
CLINICAL  SOCIAL  WORK 

Montpelier,  Vermont 
Tele:  (802)  229-2946 
E-mail:  care@adelphia.net 
Individual,  couple,  family  and  group  psy- 
chotherapy. Evaluations  for  hormones  and 
surgery,  and  referrals  to  medical  services  for 
transsexuals.  Insurances  accepted.  #100 


WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

THE  INGERSOLL 
GENDER  CENTER 

1812  East  Madison 
Seattle,  WA  98102 
Tele:  (206)  329-6651 

Counseling  & referrals.  #100 

RUSTY  LYNN,  LCSW, 

PASTORAL  COUNSELOR 

Tele:  (703)  903-9696,  ext.  269 
Over  ten  years  experience  helping  transgender 
persons,  their  spouses,  family  members,  and 
friends.  Referrals  to  medical  professionals  when 
appropriate.  Offices  in  Washington  DC  near 
Metro  Center,  and  in  N.  Arlington,  VA  #100 

WASHINGTON 

ANNE  LAWRENCE,  M.D. 

1812  E.  Madison  Street,  Suite  102 
Seattle,  WA  98122 
Tele:  (206)  323-7462 
E-mail : anne  @ annelawrence. com 
Web:  www.annelawrence.com 
Transgender  medical  care,  including  hor- 
mone therapy  for  MTFs  and  FTMs,  provided 
by  a TS  physician.  Counseling  about  sexuali- 
ty and  gender  identity  concerns.  Telephone 
consultation  services  available.  #100 

JUDE  PATTON 
CMHC,  CMFT,  PA-C 

1812  East  Madison,  Suite  103 
Seattle.  WA  98122 
Tele/FAX:  (425)  787-5094 
E-mail:  JUDEPATTON@aol.com 
Compassionate,  supportive  counseling  for  all 
trans-persons  and  their  SOFFAs,  by  transman 
who  is  a physician  assistant,  therapist  and 
AASECT-certified  sex  educator  and  sex  ther- 
apist. Reasonable  fees.  #98 

THE INGERSOLL 
GENDER  CENTER 

1812  East  Madison 
Seattle.  WA  98102 
Tele:  (206)  329-6651 

Counseling  & referrals.  #96 


WISCONSIN 

MILWAUKEE  TRANSGENDER 
PROGRAM 

c/o  Gretchen  Finke,  MSSW  or 
Roger  Northway,  MS 
Pathways  Counseling  Center 
2645  N.  Mayfair  Road.  Suite  230 
Milwaukee,  WI  53226 
Tele:  (414)  774-4111 

Full  Service  Gender  Program.  #100 
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a trip  to  midway 

by  Sarah  Gina  Jones 

midway  airport 

midway  between  Chicago  and  my  parents 
a great  industrial  shithole  of  puckered  cement 
my  entrance  and  escape  from  home. 

This  is  when  my  mother  drums 
up  the  conversation  politely  muzzled 
between  teeth  for  five  long  days 
with  only  one  slip  in  between 

Do  you  have  to  wear  that  chain  wallet 
to  the  restaurant ? 

For  the  first  time  we  have  managed  to  smile 
through  the  jaws  of  difference 
because  in  the  end,  surrender 
was  the  easiest  path  of  acceptance. 

In  the  procession  of  brake  lights 
that  stretched  in  front  of  the  car 
like  a sentence  never  finished 
she  breaks  her  oath 

needing  to  know  about  men’s  underwear 
discovered  in  the  laundry. 

It's  more  comfortable 
I say,  cringing  at  the  thought 

of  her  folding  blood  streaked  tighty-whities. 

But  now  she  needs  to  know  about  my  girlfriend’s 
intimate  apparel  and  I think,  you  kinky  broad , 
knowing  this  conversation 

would  never  be  asked  of  my  straight  siblings. 

But  before  I tell  her 
none-of-your-fucking-business 
I blurt  out:  girlie  panties  with  bows. 


She  accelerates  midway  into  the  airport 
tears  ready  to  take  off  along  the  runway 
of  her  face. 

C'mon , I say.  We’ve  had  such  a nice  visit. 

Do  you  want  to  be  a man? 

I just  want  to  understand  who  you  are. 

And  I wonder 

if  I'm  supposed  to  be  that  person 
to  make  it  all  logically  sound 
to  spread  my  skin  so  thin 

that  it  becomes  transparent  to  show 
how  the  blood  flows. 

I don't  explain  that  I feel  like  a fag 
trapped  in  a woman’s  body, 
neither  male  or  female 
butch  or  femme. 

What  is  there  to  explain 

when  there  is  no  where  to  meet  midway? 

I drift  to  daydream  the  shadow  life — 

the  one  not  lived — 

where  1 am  married  with  kids 

doing  dishes  when  a shrewd  sensation 

bubbles  up  out  of  the  soap  opera 
into  a caption 

for  the  traditionally  impaired 
that  reads:  This  is  all  a lie. 

1 grab  my  bag  from  the  backseat  and  try 
not  to  apologize, 

No  mom,  really, 

I’m  just  trying  to  be  me. 
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Transgender  Care: 

Recommended  Guidelines,  Practical 
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Prepare  for  Surgery  Heal  Faster 
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The  Last  Time  I Wore  A Dress 
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by  Kate  Bornstein 
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Voices  from  Hawaii’s  Mahu  and 
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Writing  Successful  How-to  Books 

by  Jean  Marie  Stine 
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As  Nature  Made  Him:  The  Boy  who 
was  Raised  as  a Girl 
by  John  Colapinto 
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by  Niela  Miller 
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The  Uninvited  Dilemma:  A Question  of 
Gender  by  Kim  E.  Stuart 
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#460 

$1.00 

Our  Trans  Children 
Pamphlet  from  PFLAG 

#139 

Gender  Dysphoria — Interdisciplinary 

Approaches  in  Clinical  Management  by 
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Rhonda:  The  Woman  in  Me 

Walter  Bockting  & Eli  Coleman,  Ph.D. 

$19.95 

by  Rhonda  D.  Hoyman 

$25.00 

#154 

ID  Management  for  the  Transsexual 

$15.00 

#493 

Je  Me  Souviens:  One  Person 's  Experience 

by  Dallas  Denny 

with  Male-to-Female  Sex  Reassignment  Surgery 

by  Jean  Vermette 

$10.00 

#161 

Medical,  Legal  & Workplace  Issues 

for  the  Transsexual  by  Sheila  Kirk,  M.D. 

$20.95 

#496 

The  Danish  Girl  by  David  Ebershoff 

$24.95 

#170 

Feminizing  Hormonal  Treatment  for  the 

#945 

Transsexuals:  Life  from  both  sides 

Transgendered  by  Sheila  Kirk,  M.D. 

$19.95 

by  Lynn  Hubschman,  ADSW 

$20.00 

#181 

1 Am  My  Own  Woman : An  Autobiography 

F E 

MALE-TO-MA 

L E 

by  Charlotte  Von  Mahlsdorf 

$12.99 

#151 

Stone  Butch  Blues  by  Leslie  Feinberg 

$13.95 

#175 

Transsexuals  Candid  Answers  to  Private 

#179 

Sacred  Country:  An  FTM  novel  by  Rose  Tremain 

Questions  by  Gerald  Ramsey,  Ph.D. 

$22.95 

$10.00 

#185 

True  Selves:  Understanding  Transsexualism 

#188 

Body  Alchemy:  Transsexual  Portraits 
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photos  and  text  by  Loren  Cameron 

$24.95 
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#515 

Making  Faces:  Tips  and  techniques  on  basic 

makeup  application  by  Kevin  Aucoin 

$20.00 

#034 

Gender  Blending:  Confronting  the  Limits  of 

#959 

Out  and  About:  The  Emancipated  Crossdresser 

Duality  by  Holly  Devor,  Ph.D. 

$14.95 

by  Ms.  Lacey  Leigh 

$17.95 

#451 

Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual/Transgender  Public 
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Policy  Issues  edited  by  Wallace  K.  Swan,  DPA 

Current  and  Some  Back  Issues  Available  CALL  or  EMAIL  FOR  AVAILABILITY 

$17.95 

#LL 

Lady  Like 

$12.00 

#156 

S/HE:  An  intimate  search  by  the  partner  of  a 

#GT 

Girl  Talk 

$10.00 

transgender.by  Minnie  Bruce  Pratt 

$11.95 

#420 

Trans  Liberation:  Beyond  Pink  or  Blue 
by  Leslie  Feinberg 

$20.00 

#TCN 

Transgender  Community  News 

$8.00 
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#442 

Transgender  Warriors:  From  Joan  of  Arc 

to  RuPaul  by  Leslie  Feinberg 

$20.00 
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Melanie  Speaks  VIDEO 

$24.95 
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On  Developing  a Female  Voice  CD 

$19.95 

#449 

Two  Spirit  People  by  Lester  Brown 

$16.95 
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by  Melanie  Ann  Phillips  Cassette  $19.95 
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What's  Inside  of  Me:  Music  by  Davetta  Magness 

$11.95 

#021 

The  Cross  Dresser  and  His  Wife 

by  Virginia  Prince 

$12.00 

#au240 

TS  Man:  An  audio  cassette  by  James  Green. 

$9.95 

#022 

Understanding  CrossDressing 
by  Virginia  Prince 

$12.00 

#cd232 

Play  to  Win:  Music  by  Pamela  Davis 

$12.99 

#026 

Art  & Illusion  Vol.  1:  Face  & Hair 

#vi  1 0 1 

Husbands  & Wives,  Best  Friends  & Lovers 

by  JoAnn  Roberts 

$15.00 

Dealing  with  crossdressing  in  relationships 

produced  by  Donna  Mobley 

$30.00 

#040 

Art  & Illusion  Vol.  2:  Fashion  & Style 
by  JoAnn  Roberts 

$15.00 

#vi  1 02 

Metamorphosis:  Man  into  Woman 

$39.95 

VIDEO  documentary  of  Gary's  change  to  Gaby 

#053 

Art  & Illusion  Vol.  3 : Behaving  as  a Woman 

by  JoAnn  Roberts 

$15.00 

#vi103 

Speaking  as  a Woman 

VIDEO 

by  Allison  Laing 

$30.00 

#111 

Coping  with  CrossDressing:  crossdressing  in 
perspective  for  spouses  by  JoAnn  Roberts 

#bk029 

Speaking  as  a Woman:  Book 

$10.00 

$14.00 

#vi  1 04  Art  & Illusion  Tricks  & Tips 

$30.00 

#vi  1 36  Art  & Illusion  Basic  Makeup 

$30.00 

#031 

My  Husband  Wears  My  Clothes 
by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.  D. 

$14.95 

VIDEO  by  JoAnn  Roberts 
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Ladylike  Deportment 

$30.00 

#042 

CrossDressing  with  Dignity 
by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.  D. 

$14.95 

VIDEO  by  Paula  Jordan  Sinclair 
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1 am  Who  1 Am 

$15.00 

#159 

CrossDressers  & Those  Who  Share  Their 
Lives:  Indispensible  insights  & advice  for  CDs 

Music  VIDEO  by  Sam  LaHanna 

& their  mates. by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.  D. 

$14.95 

#vi  1 50 

Gender  101 

VIDEO  produced  by  IFGE 

$29.95 

#465 

Who's  Really  from  Venus  by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.D. 

$15.95 

#vi  1 65 

An  Evening  with  Dr.  Stanley  Biber 
VIDEO  MTF  SURGICAL  TECHNIQUE 

$30.00 

#469 

The  Empress  is  a Man  by  Michael  R.  Gorman 

$20.99 

#vi  1 66 

An  Evening  with  Dr.  Stanley  Biber 
VIDEO  FTM  SURGICAL  TECHNIQUE 

$30.00 

#490 

Creating  a Feminine  Carriage  by  Elaine  Sagant 

$12.95 
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Fluid  Boundaries  VIDEO 

by  Wendell  Collier  and  Miqqi  A.  Gilbert 

$14.95 
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Rikki  Swin  Institute 


The  RSI  Library  and  Archives  is  open  Monday  through  Friday  10am-3pm, 
and  by  appointment  after-hours.  RSI  proudly  contains  contributions  from 
Virginia  Prince,  Betty  Ann  Lind,  IFGE  and  The  Outreach  Institute  of  Gender 
Studies  among  its  selections.  We  are  always  looking  for  donations  in  the 
form  of  books,  articles,  personal  papers  and  memorabilia. 

For  more  information  please  contact  us  at: 

22  West  Ontario  Street,  Suite  400,  Chicago,  IL  60610 

(in  the  heart  of  downtown  Chicago) 

(Phone)  312-440-9292 
(Email)  RSInstitute@aol.com 
(Web  page)  www.RSInstitute.org 


Stimulating  changes  in  culture  to  improve 
Trans-person  understanding  and  acceptance. 


